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This book is dedicated to the memory of 
Miss Cecelia Hillstrom 
January 30, 1890 
May 8, 1969 


A registered nurse who served her country 
in France during World War I 
and her fellowmen during all of her adult life 


"Faithful servant of the Church" 


"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord ,..,. 
Their works follow with them" 


Revelations 14:13 
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Betfifohem Cutferan Chun 


John C. Schultz, Pastor " Office: (219) 926-5596 * — Lincoln Avenue and Second Sh 
one: 
Parsonage: (219) 926-1482 CHESTERTON, INDIANA 463 


TO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH: 


Greetings to you in the name of Him who is the Saviour of all men - 
the Lord Jesus Christ, 


Do you know what a church is? A church is simply not just a build- 
ing, nor is a church just simply an organization, Rather in the fullest 
meaning of the word a church is PEOPLE! !!!!! In the pages that follow 
it is about people that you will be reading, 


And what interesting reading it will be!!!!! You will read about 
the joyful and sorrowful things, the funny and the serious things, the wise 
and the foolish things that happened to people who lived in the Chesterton 
area during the last part of the nineteenth century and during the first 
part of the twentieth, (Incidentally, many of those who lived in the area 
in the first part of this century still are here) And if you read with 
eyes that are sympathetic and wise, I believe that you will many times see 
yourself on many of these pages, You will get a helpful view of what you 
are like as you read about what they were like, 


But don't miss my next point! !!!! Although this book is about people 
its main thrust is to tell about what God has accomplished and what God has 
done through these people, It will often appear that God has not accom- 
plished very much, but I ask you to remember this: That God Never Works 
Fast - an almost unbelieveable idea considering the day and age in which we 
presently live, God indeed never works fast - hopefully these pages will 
teach us that most crucial lesson which we so badly need to know, 


It has been the privilege of Bethlehem to be a part of the history of 
this area for almost ninety-one years, We pray that this privilege can 
continue, and we shall work and strive and love to that end. We believe 
that God is present among us, and to remind and bring others to the knowledge 
of the fact is our task, In the near future it is our hope to reinstate 
something which had great meaning in the early days, and that is a church bell, 
It is my belief that it can have great meaning once again, and serve as a 
meaningful symbol of God's presence among us, 


Good reading to all of you. I am sure you will value this book greatly, 


Very cordially yours, 


The Rev, John C, Schultz, Pastor 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
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O may I join the choir invisible 

Of those immortal dead who live again 

In minds made better by their presence feed pure love, 

Beget the smiles that have no cruelty 

Be the sweet presence of a good diffused 

And in diffusion evermore intense, 

So shall I join the choir invisible, 

Whose music is the gladness of the world, (George Eliot) 
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Foreword 


AND THERE ARE ALSO MANY OTHER THINGS WHICH JESUS DID; THE WHICH 
IF THEY SHOULD BE WRITTEN EVERY ONE, I SUPPOSE THAT EVEN 
THE WORLD ITSELF WOULD NOT CONTAIN THE BOOKS 
THAT SHOULD BE WRITTEN - John 21:25 


The minutes of meetings held at Bethlehem Lutheran Church during the 
years 1879 until August 12, 1924 were recorded in the Swedish language, In 
the beginning all discussions that took place were in the Swedish language, 
Step by step English came into use as the second generation began to parti- 
cipate, Both languages were used but gradually English was used to the 
virtual exclusion of Swedish, Nevertheless, the record continued to be 
written in Swedish until August 12, 1924, when a secretary was elected who 
could not record in Swedish, This was my twin brother, Hjalmer Vedell, who 
was also organist, 


It has often been asked how the following translation and abstracting 


of minutes came to be, In 1964 we celebrated our 85th anniversary. A 
committee had gathered pictures, programs, books, etc,, depicting much of 
the 85 years since the congregation was organized, These reminiscences of 


the past attracted a deep interest for the many who attended the all-day 
observance, 


The same committee: (Elmer Vedell, chairman: Mrs, Edwin Nicholson; 
Cecelia Hillstrom, and Pastor John Strom) was of the opinion that what had 
been gathered together should in some way be preserved, To that end the Com- 
mittee presented a resolution to the annual meeting of the congregation held 
in November 1964, viz., "THAT AN ARCHIVES BE ESTABLISHED AND A ROOM BE SET 
ASIDE FOR ITS DEVELOPMENT", The resolution was adopted, Provision was made 
for a permanent committee of three to have charge,one senior,one middle aged 
and one young person, The members appointed were Elmer Vedell, senior; 
Russel Lee, middle age: Terry Dietz, youth. 


No provision had been made to finance this project. Progress has seem- 
ed slow. Russel Lee, chairman, has been busy classifying and indexing some 
500 items that have been submitted, Then, at the death of Cecelia Hillstrom, 
many monetary contributions were given in lieu of flowers, As a memorial 
to Cecelia her sister, Mrs James Jasperson, gave $375 towards development of 
the archives, The Bethlehem Churchmen have also contributed, 


Along the way, various phases of the project made progress, Karly in 
1969 a request was made for a history of the old pulpit removed when the 
chancel and sanctuary were refurbished, 


CHANCEL ----- The part of a church reserved for the clergy. 

NAVE -------- The central part of a church running lengthwise, 
SANCTUARY --- The part of a church between the chancel and the nave, 
NARTHEX ----- Entrance hall leading to nave. 

To obtain this history a reference 
to minutes of the early years became necessary, This search of the minutes 
became so captivating that I began to make abstracts of each meeting. This 
led me to think "THIS IS THE WAY TO PRESERVE THE EARLY RECORDS", The 


chairman, Russel Lee, agreed, Since January, 1969, until now, this has been 
my enjoyable and engrossing task, In doing this I have "lived with my fore- 
bears", some of whom I knew in person, Swan Anderson was my Sunday school 
teacher, Swan P, Johnson was my Sunday school superintendent, Peter Lin- 
dell I knew as an outspoken participant in meetings of the congregation. My 
grandfather, Anders Peter Johanson, was a member of the committee which plan- 
ned our church building (the older part which still stands), 


In recording the names of men elected, our secretaries sometimes gave 
only the initial of the man's given name along with his surname, This crea- 
ted a problem, For instance, who was F, Bergstrom when we had both a Frank 


= Sie 
FORASMUCH AS MANY HAVE TAKEN IN HAND TO DRAW UP A NARRATIVE CONCERNING 
THOSE MATTERS WHICH HAVE BEEN FULFILLED AMONG US, EVEN AS THEY DELIVERED 
THEM UNTO US, WHO FROM THE BEGINNING WERE EYEWITNESSES AND MINISTERS OF 
THE WORD, IT SEEMED GOOD TO ME ALSO, HAVING TRACED THE COURSE OF ALL 
THINGS ACCURATELY FROM THE FIRST, TO WRITE UNTO YOU IN ORDER,MOST EXCEL- 
LENT THEOPHILUS: THAT THOU MIGHTEST KNOW THE CERTAINTY CONCERNING THE 
THINGS WHEREIN THOU WAS INSTRUCTED, Luke 1:1-4 


and a Frithiof Bergstrom? We also had a Samuel and a Swan Anderson, In 
order to unravel this puzzle and other questions to some extent, we called a 
meeting of members whose memory went back the farthest, along with others 
closely associated with Bethlehem in the 1920's and 1930's, Eighteen per- 
sons attended this meeting, held at the church on Sunday August 31, 1969, 
(attending were: Russel and Mary Lee, Martha Carlson, Clara Jasperson, Anna 
Pillman,Clarence Holm,Dora Johnson,Carl and Lillian Nelson,Stella Olson,Elmer 
Pearson, Elmer and Myrtle Vedell, Verne Vedell, Terry Dietz, Walter Weidman, 
Irvin Dolk and Pastor John Schultz, Their contribution made certain histori- 
cal reconstructions easier and no doubt more accurate than otherwise may 
have been the case, 


Because the minutes were usually limited to unembellished data, the 
reader, unless he had been present in those earlier days, would remain un- 
aware of certain highly interesting and perhaps surprising facts and events, 
The following paragraphs are an attempt to "fill the reader in" and thus 
equip him for a more “knowledgeable” reading of the abstracts of translated 
minutes, 


1. The pastor of Augsburg congregation, August Challman, felt there should be 
a church in Chesterton. This was stated in a greeting written by his’ son 
Samuel Challman in 1929 (see page 26 of 50th anniversary ae With 
this encouragement a group of Augsburg members at a meeting of that congre- 
gation on January 6, 1879 were granted permission to petition for the es- 
tablishment of a congregation in Chesterton, Their petition was signed by 
65 members, This was presented to a special meeting of the Augsburg con- 
gregation on January 31, 1879. The petition was granted (see minutes of 
Augsburg congregation). Bethlehem was subsequently organized on Lincoln's 
birthday, February 12, 1879. It was an early experience in church exten- 
sion. 


2. The founders of our congregation were young to middle age, contrary to our 
usual stereotype of "forebears", Pete Lindell was 33; Anders P, Johanson 
523 Daniel Lindahl, 57; Henry Christianson, 35. They were young men 
when they came to America, They left Sweden because of economic conditions 
and because population in the southern provinces was growing beyond the 
land's ability to support them, Many of them worked for land owners; they 
were poorly paid and could not get ahead. They had little or nothing when 
they came, There was no Church Extension Fund to go to for help.There were 
no mission developers, The people themselves were the developers (as you 
Will find in reading this booklet). They had little money, so they built 
with their labor, 


3. Bethlehem's women did not have a vote until 1919,(when our nation also grant- | 


ed suffrage to its women,(the Missouri Synod did not grant a vote to women 
until 1969) but the women came to the meetings in sufficient numbers to pre- 
pare a noonday meal, The meetings began at 9 a.m, At 12 o'clock noon a 
recess was taken for dinner and visiting, At 2 p.m, the meeting resumed 
and continued until it was time to go home and do the chores, Unfinished 
business was completed at a meeting held two or three weeks later, All 
actions originated in the meeting; they were discussed and debated there; 


10, 


Lip 
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THE FORMER TREATISE I MADE, O THEOPHILUS, CONCERNING ALL THAT 
JESUS BEGAN BOTH TO DO AND TO TEACH, UNTIL THE DAY IN WHICH HE 
WAS RECEIVED UP, AFTER THAT HE HAD GIVEN COMMANDMENT THROUGH 

THE HOLY SPIRIT UNTO THE APOSTLES WHOM HE HAD CHOSEN, Acts 1:1-2 


(continued) they were acted upon or tabled until a later meeting, or re- 
ferred to a special committee for study. The congregation gave its di- 
rections to the board and to special committees for implementation, 


Such officers as Sunday School Superintendent and Choir Director were typi- 
cally appointed by the pastor. Until 1924, only two were elected to the 
position of Sunday School Superintendent, and then only for a limited time, 


For a period of years a summer project was the making of ten or more very 
large cheeses, Most of these were given to the pastor and two or three 
to the sexton, (how I remember my mother curing these cheeses until ready 

for eating.) 


Church picnics, called Summer Festivals, were held primarily for the Sunday 
school children, but everyone came, The ice cream was made at the church, 
There were five 5-gallon freezers, The ingredients were brought in from 
the farms and the women prepared the mix as the men all took a hand at 
turning the freezers, (that was ice cream to be remembered! I was there 
as a child.) | (remember the heir to these? the strawberry socials), 


The Fall Festival and Baazar had to be approved by the annual meeting of the 
congregation, It provided a way to fellowship for the members along with 
the towns-people, Those who did not have much of the world's goods knitted, 
sewed and made, by various means of handicraft according to their talents, 
articles to be sold, Some baked and made their contribution in this way 
because they did not possess the money to give directly as much as their 
labor could produce, In this way the church experienced a form of community 
and ecumenism which seems difficult to attain today, 


The vacation school, so often referred to as Swedish School, was more like 
the present day parochial school. The language of instruction was Swedish, 
The subjects were bible history, catechism and the Swedish language, It 
continued for a period of two months and the head teacher, often a seminary 
student, was paid $30 per month plus room and board, The school was brought 
to the children, being held at three locations: in town; at Morgan's school, 

a mile and a half east of town; and at Coles School at the corner of the pres- 
ent highways 6 and 49 (4 miles south of our church), Fortuitously study at 
Swedish School helped prepare me for the present task of translation, 


Delegates to Synod and Conference meetings were chosen on the basis not only 
of who was willing to serve, but also of who was able and willing to pay 
their own expense! 


Some pastors did not make an annual report to the congregation, Because of 
this, some notable happenings were not recorded, This is particularly true 
of Pastor A, Challman who also served the mother church, Augsburg, The 
availability of time must have prevented his making such reports, 


High school baccalaureate services and graduation exercises were held in our 
church for about thirty years until the high school had its own facilities 
adequate for such occasions, The class of 1924 was the first to use the new 
facilities for these purposes, 


? 
: 


12. 


13. 


14, 


15. 


16, 


en 


-7- 


FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD, THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN 


SON, THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH ON HIM 
SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, 


John 3:16 


In the early days, even into the days of my own youth, the men sat on the 
epistle (right) side of the nave and the women sat on the gospel (left) side, 
This habit was not observed 100% and gradually became of no consequence, 


Communion services were held quarterly. Monthly communion began with Pastor 
C, O, Lorimer's tenure beginning in the year 1944, Pastor Strom made Com- 
munion available every Sunday of the month beginning in 1960, Presently we 
have opportunity to participate in the Eucharist on three Sunday mornings and 
one week day evening each month, and on holy days, Until the mid-30's the 
chalice was used. The use of the chalice was resumed by Pastor Strom at the 
early service and is presently used at three of the four Communion services 
each month, The first holy day Communion was observed in 1924 on Holy Thurs- 
day and has continued since, with other holy days added. During Pastor 
Strom's tenure communion was observed on Ash Wednesday, Easter and Christmas, 
Except for Easter these have been continued, 


A well remembered observance and recognition of the Holy Trinity each time we 
sang a verse of a hymn that expressed praise to the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
was brought from Sweden by the emigrants who founded the Augustana Synod, 
When such a verse occurred the congregation would rise as one to express by 
action its adoration and devotion to the Triune God, It was a beautiful 
and deeply impressive ritual which ceased to be practiced in the 1920's, 


The custom of standing while the Gospel is read has gone through a cycle not 
yet completed, In early years we always stood for the Gospel and remained 
seated for the Old Testament or Epistle reading, Then with the advent of 

worship in English we stood whenever any scripture was read, At present the 

rubrics direct us to stand for the Gospel and remain seated for all other 

seriptures, 


Luther League membership included teen-agers on up to married couples into 
the 1930's (I well remember when my wife and I would attend meetings with our 
first born son with us, Attendances were in high figures, Counselors were 
a built-in feature! 


A bell was placed in our belfry in 1894, Charles Pearson, Sr. was president 
of the Young People's Literary Society, which paid for the bell, It played 
an important part in funerals, This bell, which weighed 2,073 pounds and 
was purchased at a cost of $346, was made by the McShane Bell Foundry in 
Baltimore, (large bells are no longer made in the United States but ours 
could be replaced by a foundry in Holland at a cost of $5,000 or more, Ton- 
al beauty equal to that early bell is not easy to find. There is one in 
Chicago's loop that is similar; just where I never learned, The year I 
worked in the loop I heard it each day but did not learn its location). 
Funerals began with a family service in the home, Signal men were stationed 
from there to the church, no matter what the distance, As the procession 
left the home the bell began to toll at about seven second intervals until 
the procession entered the church, After the service it would again toll 
to accompany the procession with its sound to the cemetery, (this may re- 
mind you of the President Eisenhower funeral), There was more to 
ringing the bell than pulling a rope, It was a skill to be acquired, The 
bell could be heard for a distanceoof five miles, depending on wind direc- 
tion, An earlier attempt to obtain a bell failed in 1886, 


_8- 


I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL: FOR IT IS THE POWER 
OF GOD UNTO SALVATION TO EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH 
Romans 1:16 


Note: In paragraph 17 reference is made to the Chicago loop, It is the 
downtown business district, 


18, We cannot overlook mentioning the Sunday Evening Club conducted in our 
church during 1923 into 1924, following the death of Pastor John Torell, 
The congregation's well-being was at a low ebb, It was suggested by the 
Conference that it be made a part of a three-way parish - Hobart, Miller 
and Chesterton - to be served by one pastor, However, leaders of the 
Luther League made a visit to Dr. Joshua Oden who was pastor of Irving 
Park church in Chicago, He outlined a plan of Sunday evening services 
opening with a song service and an auditorium bible class, followed by 
our regular vesper service, He offered to and did provide speakers, in- 
cluding Dr. Simon Peter Long (*) and Dr, Frederick Shannon of Chicago's 
famous Auditorium Church whose services were regularly on radio, Our 
young people carried out this program so successfully that when a pastor 
did finally accept a call to Chesterton, after a two year vacancy, he re- 
ceived 100 new members in the next two years, All this was done with the 
blessing of the Board of Deacons and our Vice Pastor, H,.P,Ottoson of Gary. 
Attendance ran from 50 to 500, (the low figure was on a cold, cold winter 
evening). It should be stated that Dr, Oden conducted one of these ser- 
vices. (*) Dr. Long was pastor of our Austin Lutheran Church in Chicago, 


CLOSING COMMENTS : 
It has been a great privilege for me to have had this assignment, I feel 


that it has given me a new appreciation of those who had so little and 
left so much for us, May each one of us in some way make use of this 

great inheritance and demonstrate our thanks for the blessings bestowed 

upon us, 


The following doxology was much used in the early days, Some remember 
it well, It is recorded here as "A SALUTE TO THE PIONEERS", 


Elmer Vedell - August 31, 1969 


DOXOLOGY 
In Swedish That is to say: 
O Jesu bliv nar oss Q Jesus be near us 
Bliv nar oss alt fort Be near us always 
Och sk®Bt oss och bar oss And care for us and carry us 
Som altid du gjort As always you have done 
Ja! Amen! din*"trohet skall bringa Yea! Amen! your faithfulness shall 
oss fram carry us through 
Lov, pris, tack och ara Praise, glory, thanks and honor 
Lov, pris, tack och ara Praise, glory, thanks and honor 
Lov, pris, tack och dra Praise, glory, thanks and honor 
V8r Gud och vartlamm Our God and our lamb 


Note: see page 6 for music, The lyrics were provided by Verne Vedell and the 
notation by Elmer Vedell. A book containing the above could not be 
found, 


--s 


GOD BE MERCIFUL UNTO US, AND BLESS US, AND CAUSE HIS FACE TO SHINE 
UPON US; THAT THY WAY MAY BE KNOWN UPON THE EARTH, THY 
SALVATION AMONG ALL NATIONS - Psalm 67:1-2 


"A salute to the Pioneers" 


O Je - su bliv nar oss,bliv nur oss alt fort Och sk&8t oss och bur oss som 


al-tid du gjort Ja! A-men! din trohet skall bringa oss fram 


Lov, pris, tack och 4 -ra Lov, pris, tack och q# - ra 


Lov, pris, tack och & - ra Vr Gud och vart lamm 


A Testimony 


"These first pages are truly fascinating and are written with such warmth that 
even brand new non "Swedish" members like ourselves are drawn to a feeling of 

closeness to our congregation over its many years of development, We are a- 

Waiting the completed work eagerly" 


Dr and Mrs Howard N Peters 


OUR BELL --- see page 103 for added notes, 
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Pastor Augustus G Olsson 


Our first full time pastor was born in Tampico, Illinois September 12, 1860, 
He was confirmed in Moline, Illinois April 17, 1877. His death occurred in 
Lawton, Michigan March 27, 1937 where he had lived since 1921, 


He became Bethlehem's pastor on June 15, 1887 at the age of 26 years, He 
was ordained in Chicago the same month, He served our congregation during 
the Christmas Festival season of 1886 and conducted the annual meeting held 
on February 5, 1887. 


On September 1, 1889 he left Chesterton on a call from the church in North 
Manchester, Conn, While there he took post graduate work at Yale University. 
He was called a second time to Bethlehem on January 1, 1895 but had just ac- 
cepted a call to the congregation in Helena, Montana, 


In 1888 the parsonage was built under his leadership. While he was in 

Chesterton the congregation prospered, Its first missionary society was 

organized in 1888 in which adults and youth were affiliated, men and women, 

He organized the first choir and was its leader, While here he wrote a 

Swedish column in the Chesterton Tribune, Anyone interested has the privi- 
lege of reading this column on microfilm at the Chesterton Tribune office, 


His father, John Olsson and mother were born in Sweden, They came to America 
and settled in Tampico, Illinois, On his death,Pastor Olsson was buried in the 
Tampico cemetary alongside his father, On his grave marker of Swedish 
granite is inscribed Psalm 49:3 which reads:MY MOUTH SHALL SPEAK WISDOM; and 
THE MEDITATION OF MY HEART SHALL BE OF UNDERSTANDING, 


The names of his children appear on the marker: 


Maude Emiline 1887-1894 
Arthur Glen 1889-1889 
Glen Thor 1895-1896 


His wife Emma was born May 13, 1864, They were married in DeKalb, Illinois, 
Pastor Olsson served The Church of Sweden for two years, one as pastor of the 
Parish Church in S8dra Vi in Kalmar Lan, near Vimmerby and the other in Dagsberg 
Parish in Osterg§8tland. I will be there this summer, 


Their daughter Vona, Mrs Walter D Meyers, lives in Lynchburg, Virginia. They 
have two sons, ages 23 and 12, 


In his greeting to us on the occasion of our 50th anniversary he opened with 
the following impressive quotation: 


"THE FUTURE LOOMS WITH DARK FOREBODINGS, 
AND ONLY LATE SHALL MERIT GAIN ITS CROWN" 


Service record: 
1887-89 Chesterton, Indiana 
1889-94 Manchester, Connecticut 


1895 Helena, Montana 
1896 Left the ministry for business 
1898 Reentered Augustana Synod - Grand Forks, N.D. 


1899-1900 - in Germany where he studied in Nyremburg 
1900 to 5-1-1901 - Dagsberg Parish in Ostergotland, Sweden 
5-5-1901 to 4-1-1902 - Served the Parish Church in S8dra Vi, Sweden (Kalmar 14n) 
1902 - Millville, Mass, 
1903-04 St Paul, Minn, 
1905-08 Winnipeg, Tyndall, Whitemouth and Rat Portage, Canada 
1908-10 Bayonne, N.J. and Port Richmond, N.Y. 
1911 Passaic, N.J. 
1912-13 Elizabeth and Plainfield, N.J. 
1914 Berwyn, Illinois (address only) 
1915 Requested letter of dismissal 
In many of the above places he either served a new congregation or was 


instrumental in organizing a new congregation, 


105 
The foregoing information was provided by the archives of The Lutheran School 
of Theology at Chicago. 


The following quotes are taken from Mrs Olsson's letter dated November 18, 1969; 


"The death of little Maude at age seven in 1894 was a blow from which he 
never recovered........after two years he returned to America in 1902, He gave 
himself heart and soul to home missionary work ,.... this was the story of his 
life from 1902 until 1937. He was a splendid speaker, with a voice that filled 
any place where he spoke, He was equally capable in both English and Swedish, 
He could sing or lead the choir, Also he was a good organizer," 


Compiled by Elmer Vedell February 18, 1970. 


The Queen of Chorales 


How brightly beams the morning star! What sudden radiance from afar 
Doth cheer us with its shining? Brightness of God, that breaks our 
night and fills the darkened souls with light,who long for truth were 
pining! Newly, truly, Gcd's word feeds us, rightly leads us, life 
bestowing. Praise, O praise such love o'erflowing! 


The King of Chorales 


Glorious Majesty before thee 
We bow to worship and adore thee; 
With grateful hearts to thee we sing. 
Earth and heaven tell the story 
Of thine eternal might and glory, 
And all their works and incense bring. 
Lo hosts of cherubim 
And countless seraphim 
Sing Hosanna, 
Holy is God, almighty God, 
All merciful and all-wise God! Amen! 


The Vesper Bell 


The bell would sound every Saturday evening at 6 o'clock. It was the eve of the Lord’s Day. At that 
hour all work was to be ended and preparations for the following day’s worship begun. Children were to 
complete their study of the catechism and bible history lessons for the following day’s classes. The beauty 
and the solemnity of the bell’s steady cadence was impressive and related the members of the congregation 
and the community to the feeling that God was ever present in their lives. He was their refuge and strength. 


* Mrs. Olsson died in about 1900. We have been unable to learn the exact date. Pastor Olsson remarried 


in 1915. 


wil te 


AND EVERY DAY, IN THE TEMPLE AND AT HOME, THEY CEASED NOT 
TO TEACH AND TO PREACH JESUS AS THE CHRIST. Acts 5:42 


"The Original Pulpit” 


The original pulpit was placed in the church in 1882, the year our 
church building was completed, The decision to obtain the pulpit was made 
in a meeting held on August 8, 1882, The committee elected to carry out 
this resolution was: Pastor A, Challman, Daniel Lindahl and Swan Anderson, 


) 
. 


The pulpit was designed by Pastor C. B. L. Boman, who was pastor of 
Salem Lutheran church in Chicago from August 12, 1877 until the fall of 1886, 
He built the pulpit, assisted by Frank Johnson who was a member of Augustana 
Lutheran church in Hobart, Mr. Johnson later built a pulpit just like ours 
for the church in Hobart. Mr. Johnson was the grandfather of Mrs, Elmer Vedell 
and lived in Hobart until his death in 1919. 


AUTHORITY FOR THIS HISTORICAL SKETCH HAS BEEN PROVIDED BY: 


1. John A, Christianson, born June 11, 1882 - first to be baptized in our 
church, lived in Chesterton until July 15, 1901. He was elected a member 
of the auditing committee at the annual meeting January 3, 1900. His 
father, Henry Christianson was a charter member of Bethlehem and a member 
of the building committee. He did the brick work on the church (see abstract 
of minutes for 2-7-1881). Mr. John Christianson told Elmer Vedell during 
preparations for the 50th anniversary that the pulpit was built by Pastor Boman, 


2. Dr. P. G. Boman, M.D., in whose home Elmer and Myrtle Vedell visited in 
July 1954, The pulpit was discussed at that time, A letter from him is in 
the archives, He provided the picture of his father, taken near the time 
when he designed and supervised the building of our pulpit. 


3. Grace Lutheran church, Mankato, Minnesota has provided us with a copy of 
their monthly periodical for May 1934, In it is a memorial to Pastor 
Boman in which the statement is made that he delighted in designing and 
building pulpits and altars. The periodical was provided by his son, Mr. 
B. M. Boman of Mankato, a mortician there, 


A letter from Pastor Boman's daughter, Mrs, Arthur C, Smith of St.Paul, Minn, 


wu = 


A letter from a daughter, Mrs, Hannah B, Johnson, Rockford, Illinois, 


On 


A pulpit just like ours was made for Bethany church, South Chicago, by 
Pastor Boman, according to Martha Carlson, 


This pulpit was in use for 82 years, It was first placed in the 
chancel, above the altar, Curved stairs led to it from each side of the 
chancel, Each Sunday the sexton would make the trip up those stairs with a 
glass of water for the pastor, Several members of the congregation remem- 
ber the ritual related here, including the writer of this historical sketch, 


On February 7, 1890, it was decided on recommendation of Pastor Bennett 
that the pulpit be lowered to a more appropriate height. (see page 15 of 
50th anniversary book for appearance at that time). 


In April 1923 the pulpit was moved to the east side of the sanctuary. 
At the same time a new altar was provided by the Luther League, (see 50th 
anniversary book, page 16), 


This arrangement continued until 1964 when a new pulpit and a new altar 
were provided, along with other improvements in the chancel and sanctuary. 


Prepared by Elmer Vedell (date of birth 1-13-1896) 
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HE KNEELED DOWN AND PRAYED, SAYING, FATHER, IF THOU BE WILLING, REMOVE THIS 
CUP FROM ME: NEVERTHELESS NOT MY WILL, BUT THINE BE DONE, AND THERE AP- 
PEARED UNTO HIM AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN, STRENGTHENING HIM, Luke 22:41-43 


Our Altar Painting 
"Christ in Gethsemane" 


The beautiful and much loved piece of art gracing our chancel was done 
by the artist Klagstad at his studio in Minneapolis, His name ap- 
peared on the lower right corner of the canvas until 1964 when the coloring 
was changed to harmonize with the interior decorating done in that year, In 
doing this, some artistry was added below the original canvas, Indicating 
the name of the artist August Klagstad was overlooked so that he is no long- 
er identified on the canvas as the artist who did the painting in 1911.This 
was Klagstad's version of the original by Hoffman, 


The painting was purchased by the Luther League under the guidance of 
Pastor J B Bennett, at a cost of $100. 

The canvas was shipped from Minneapolis by railway express, The Luther 
League treasurer's record shows a payment of $1.30 to the local agent 
_ Mr A Whitcomb on June 2, 1911. Some among us today remember hin, 


: The painting was mounted on the south wall of the chancel by George Gul- 
- | lstrom, a brother of Mrs Lillian Irwin, George was a skilled interior dec- 
orator, He was paid $5 for this service on June 17, 1911. 


The Luther League treasurer's record shows payments of $65 to August 
Klagstad on June 29, 1911 and $35 on November 20, 1911. 


; 
: The Chesterton Tribune dated June 15, 1911 let this be known: 


"A very pretty altar painting worth $100 has been placed 
in the Swedish Lutheran Church in the niche in front cver 
the old one that was there before, It represents "Christ 
' in Gethsemane", It is very pretty - come and see it", 


In the background are Peter, James and John, 


The old picture showed "Jesus on the Cross". It can still be discerned 
on the south wall of the second floor passageway leading between the two or- 
gan chambers, 


Information revealed in this research into the records indicates the 
painting was first seen by the congregation on Sunday June 11, 1911, the day 
on which the following members were confirmed: Agnes Ernst (nee Larson), 
Anna Pillman (nee Anderson), Carl Nelson, Elmer Pearson and ElmerVedell, 
Also Edwin Swanson, Laporte, Ind., Olga Lind (nee Olson) of Chicago, De- 
ceased members are: Carl Johnson, Lillian Vedell (nee Rapp), Herbert Swanson, 
Hjalmer Vedell and Elmer Hellman, 


Pastor J B Bennett's annual message to the congregation at its annual 
meeting held on January 4, 1912 had this to say: 

Another society that has worked faithfully is the Luther League, 
It has accomplished one thing after the other to be remembered by. 
One such memory has been placed right before us in the church; the 
beautiful altar painting that speaks its message to us in all still- 
ness, lit by the indirect lighting made possible by the Luther 
League having had electric lighting installed the previous year, 
1910. Now they have decided to assist in paying the congregation's 
debt during the year 1912, 


Prepared by Elmer Vedell 


eeEeEeEeEeEeEeEEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEEeyEeeEeEeEeEeEeeeeeEeEEE—E—EeEeE 


13 
IN NONE OTHER IS THERE SALVATION FOR NEITHER IS THERE ANY OTHER NAME UNDER : 
HEAVEN THAT IS GIVEN AMONG MEN, WHEREIN WE MUST BE SAVED, Acts 4:12 
February 12, 1879 - Meeting of organization: 


The organization meeting tcok place in Young's Hall, corner of 2nd Street 
and Broadway, Pastor A, Challman was chairman of the meeting. 


112 attended, and thirteen others made known their intention to affiliate 
with the new congregation. The total number of communicant members as of this 
date would be 125. 


The 1870 constitution of the Augustana Synod for congregations was adopted, 

The name "BETHLEHEM" was chosen, Pastor A, Challman is to make our application 

for membership in the synod at its next meeting, : 

em } 

There shall be four deacons, one to be elected each year, Of trustees there 
shall be no less than three nor more than six, 


Pastor A, Challman was chosen to be our pastor and was to conduct one morn- 
ing service every third Sunday and whenever else possible. We are to pay $200 
annually toward his salary plus a free will offering annually. 


| 


Deacons elected: Swan Anderson for four years 
Daniel Lindahl for 3 years 
Peter Johanson for 2 years 
Frank Bergstrom for 1 year 


Trustees elected: Swan Anderson for 4 years 
Samuel Anderson for 3 years 
Peter J Lindell for 2 years 
Jonas Johnson for 1 year 
Charles Lindstrom for 1 year 


MEMBERSHIP DUES: First year to be free will. The trustees will take up 
subscriptions for the first year's expenses, Each trustee will be assigned 
a route, 

SWEDISH SCHOOL: There should be a few months of Swedish school, It will 
teach bible history, catechism and Swedish, A subscription to meet the costs 
to be taken along with subscription referred to in the preceding paragraph, 
Mrs J F Lofgren will be the teacher in the first year, 


The trustees are to find out where it would be possible to buy property 
in town for building the church as soon as possible, 


It was decided to buy the books needed for worship services and to take 
an offering to pay for them, 


The meeting closed with prayer as it had opened. The psalm "Gud's ord 
och lofta skall best&" was sung. Translated this would mean "God's word and 
promise shall endure", This,one of the verses in "A mighty fortress is our God", 


The entire constitution of eleven articles was incorporated into the minutes, 


Pastor A Challman, chairman 
Mr J G Lofgren, secretary 


=the 


I THANK GOD, WHOM I SERVE FROM MY FOREFATHERS WITH PURE CONSCIENCE, 
AND THAT WITHOUT CEASING. II Timothy 1:3 


All persons who have declared their intention to affiliate with Bethlehem 
congregation from the date of its founding February 12, 1879 until and including 
this date are accepted as members, 


March 25, 1879. 


Pastor A Challman and the trustees were designated to see that the congre- 
gation is legally incorporated and the papers recorded, 


Pastor Challman was asked to request the Augustana synod to accept the congre- 
gation as a member at its next meeting, 


The trustees are to rent Mrs. Johnson's hall for a six-month period after 
which an agreement for one added year rental be made, 


Daniel Lindahl to be delegate to the synod meeting this year, 


The following were named to obtain a building plan for a church and to ob- 
tain suitable land to be used as a cemetary, 


John Swanson - Swan Anderson - Carl Sundeen - 
Anders P, Johanson and Daniel Lindahl 


Decided not to have parochial school this year, 


Decided to have Sunday school in three locations and to have simultaneous 
worship services in the morning at Morgan's and Cole's schools, When the worship 
is in the morning, Sunday school will be held at 2:30 in the afternoon, When 
the worship service is in the afternoon, Sunday school will be in the morning, 


The paper "Barnvanen" to be obtained for the children, (Children's friend) 


(Morgan's school, one mile east of town ---- Cole's school at 
corner of the present highway 6 and 49 - 1969) 


Teachers in town: Frank Bergstrom - John Carlson and John Kron, 
Teachers at Morgan's school: Daniel Lindahl, Carl Rapp and 
Swan Anderson 
Teachers at Cole's school: Pete Johnson - P, J, Lindell and John Swanson 
Sunday school Superintendent: Pastor A, Challman 


Pastor A, Challman - chairman 
J. G, Lofgren - secretary 
General treasury report: 
Income: $272 - Member dues (voluntary) Expended: $200 - Pastor's salary 


96 - Subscription for lots 152 - Paid on lots 
100 - Borrowed for lots 100 - Paid off loan 
108 - Collections and extra income 133 - Miscellaneous 

82 - Sewing society 73 - Balance on hand 

$658 $658 


This report made for 1879 at Jan, 13, 1880 meeting. 


August 26, 1879 
No delegate will be sent to the Conference meeting in Altona, Illinois, 


The Building Plan committee reported, 
Mr Pelham will sell three lots for $200, Mrs D A Hopkins 3 lots for $275. 
Frank Quick will sell 3 lots for $300. 


It was decided to buy Mr. Pelham's lots, 
A, Challman, chairman 
A, Hylander, secretary 


-15- 
SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW SONG, FOR HE HATH DONE MARVELOUS THINGS, Psalm 98:1 


January 13, 1880 


The meeting began, as did all meetings, with scripture reading, prayer 
and a meditation by the pastor, A, Challman, 


Pastor Challman and N, P, Johnson were elected auditors, 


Mrs, C, Olson was elected organist, Mr, N. P, Nelson was to have an 
understanding with her about the salary, 


| 


Trustees elected: Frithof Bergstrom and Jonas Johnson, 
Deacons: John Swanson and F, Bergstrom, 
Treasurer: Swan Anderson 


The sexton's duties are to be shared by the members, Each who participates | 
to serve for a six-week period, 


The trustees were directed to solicit 256 from each member this year and to 
collect as much as possible so the treasurer can send in a payment on our debt 
to the synod, 


The trustees are to take up a subscription for the congregation's expenses, 


It was decided that a subscription should be taken for the purpose of pay- 
ing for the church lots, if results are not adequate, a loan should be obtained 
for the amount needed, . 


It was announced that Augsburg would like to have morning services every 
other Sunday, Each congregation to pay $300 toward the pastor's salary, plus 
an offering. 


The synod decided each member should pay $1.00 per year to the synod, It 
was decided in this meeting that 50¢ would be withheld from each member's 
dues every other year for this purpose, 


Our delegate to the Conference will be F, Bergstrom, We cannot afford to 
send a delegate to the synod meeting in Des Moines, 


The following were named to a committee to prepare a resolution regarding 
a church building and the cost of same: Henry Christianson, Peter J, Lindell, 
J,Widman, Daniel Lindahl, Jonas Johnson, A F Strom, Samuel Anderson and 
John Swanson, 


It was reported that an organ had been purchased, 


A, Challman, chairman 
Peter J, Lindell, secretary 


(age 33) 


February 18, 1880 
Member dues for the year 1879 were reported to be $272, Total receipts 


amounted to $658.89. Of this $152.67 was paid on the lots, 

A plan for the new church building was presented, A subscription is to be 
taken to pay for the new building, 

The committee to collect subscription for the church lots was urged to com- 
plete this work by April 20th, 

The treasurer was directed to collect 25¢ from each member as soon as pos- 
sible for sending to the synod as part payment of assessment, 


ek 
HOW AMIABLE ARE THY TABERNACLES, O LORD OF HOSTS, Psalm 84:1 


The committee elected to present plans for the new church building pre- 
sented plans whereby the church was to be built of brick, 72 ft. long, 38 ft, 
wide and 20 ft. high. The cost could not be determined, This was discussed 
for some length of time, 


A committee of Daniel Lindahl, John Swanson, Swan Anderson and J Widman 
were elected to take up a subscription for the new building, 


An organ had been purchased and a subscription taken to pay for same, The 
treasurer was authorized to pay the remaining balance due on the instrument, 


Pastor A, Challman, chairman 


July 27, 1880 

The committee to take a subscription for the new church building reported 
$950 had been subscribed in the congregation but that more would be added during 
remainder of the summer, 

The treasurer reported $40 had been received for the church lots since the 
previous meeting. 

It was reported the new church could be enclosed for $1800, 

All members who have horses should haul a load of stone and those who do 
not have horses are to give a day's labor without pay so the enclosure of the 
church would be done for $1800. The stone should all be delivered by August 20, 

F,Bergstrom was to supervise the stone hauling and keep a record of same, 

It was decided half of the subscription should be paid in by Sept, lst 
and the remainder by November lst, 

A committee of four was named to take a subscription outside the church 
membership, Members elected: Pastor Challman, Peter Lindell, Swan Anderson 
and Daniel Lindahl, 

C, Rapp and John E, Carlson were named to a committee to contact the Brick 
Yard in Porter for a contribution, 

Swan Anderson and August Blom were named to take a subscription among_ 
members of Augsburg congregation, 

A committee of Pastor Challman, Daniel Lindahl, Swan Anderson, Henry 
Christianson, Jonas Widman, Fritiof Bergstrom, Samuel A, Anderson, Olof Kron, 
Jonas Johnson and Peter Lindell were named to oversee the building plan adopted 
by the congregation and to lead the work, Swan Anderson and Peter Lindell 
were to have the nearest supervision and to keep records concerning same, 


Pastor A, Challman - chairman 
Peter Lindell - secretary 


January 11, 1881 - annual meeting 

The treasurer, Swan Anderson, reported the congregation's receipts and 
disbursements and also the Sewing Society's financial report, These were 
referred to the auditing committee, namely: Pastor Challman, E, Newlander, 
Andrew Lindahl, Gust Lindval, Gust Lindstrom and Jonas Widman, 

The treasurer reported on three subscriptions taken: within the congre- 
gation, outside same and in Augsburg. The report was referred to the auditing ~ 
committee, 

Carl Rapp was urged to complete his subscription with the Brick Yard, 

The building committee is to be kept intact until the church is ready for 
services, A committee was named to decide if the ceiling should be plastered 
and whether this would lend itself best to arching the ceiling as decided at 
the previous meeting. Also to determine what would be most economical, 

The committee: Frank Bergstrom, Jonas Johnson, S, Anderson, Fritiof Bergstrom, 
Jonas Widman and Peter Lindell, 


-17- 
BE YE DOERS OF THE WORD AND NOT HEARERS ONLY. James 1:22 


The committee is to report by March lst this year, Decided to buy 20,000 sand 
brick from William Cheatam, Decided the trustees are to obtain a loan of $500, 

Decided that all who still owe on the subscription should pay in what they 
promised within twenty days, A committee of C, Rapp and Peter Carlson were 
named to receive these payments, | 

Swan Anderson was asked to determine if the Augsburg pledges to the sub- 
scription could be paid, 

Decided that one-third of the Sewing Society funds should be used by the | 
Sewing Society and two-thirds should go to the congregation's building fund. 

The building committee was directed to push work on the church so services 
can be held in it soon, 

Deacons elected: Frank Bergstrom, Trustees: Pete Lindell and August Blon, 

Due to heavy expenditures it was decided not to send a delegate to the synod 
meeting but to have Augsburg's delegate represent us, 

Daniel Lindahl was elected delegate to the Conference meeting. He agreed 

| to pay his own expenses, 

It was decided that members should share the sexton's work this year, 

The pastor's salary is to be $300, (Augsburg pays an equal amount) 

Mr, E, Newlander was elected organist at salary of $50. 

Summer school to be held in two places, each to be for two months, Cost 
to be $1.00 per child per month, If more than one child in family, only 50¢ 
for the others, 

Mrs, E, Newlander to be the teacher at $15 per month, with meals in the 
children's homes during period of the school, 

A committee of four was named who under name of "School Directors" along 
with thechurch board shall oversee the children's learning, The committee: 

C, Rapp, Frithiof Bergstrom, Pete Lindell and P, Strom, The same committee is 
to see that funds are available and paid to Mrs, Newlander, 

It was decided the Sunday school should be financed by collections, Also 
that "Barnavanen" be obtained in quantity of 50 for which an offering should be 
taken at the children's festival, 

It was reported no payment had been made to the synod on the basis of 25¢ 
per member decided upon, The Board of Trustees was ordered to make a payment 
on this, 

It was decided member dues should continue on a voluntary basis, 

The next meeting to be in February will be announced by the chairman, 

Pastor A, Challman, chairman 
E, Newlander, secretary pro tem 
February 7, 1881 
Minutes of the annual meeting were read and approved, 
The auditing committee reported on 1880 finance reports as follows: 


$442.87 - member dues Expenditures: 

71.25 - Sewing society $456.31 - Pastor's salary & offe 
1,811.03 - Building subscription 61.17 - Sewing Soc.for bldg fu 
0,00 - loan 1,818.75 - On bldg. contract 

$2,395.65 - total 29.42 - Balance 


$2,365.65 ($30 item missing) 
Received for outstanding obligations: 


$ 93.60 - Sewing society 
391.14 - Subscription for building 
$ 839,91 - Total received for work, brick and lumber 
355.17 - Deficit 
John E, Carlson authorized to continue subscription at Brick Yard for church, 
A vote of thanks to God for the blessings in the building of the church and 
to all members who gave time and labor to the project. 
Decided to use paper in the arched ceiling until such time something better 
can be obtained, 
Decided the subscription committee should remain intact to complete its work 
by March 25, 


«18a 
BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS, WHO COME TO YOU IN SHEEP"S CLOTHING, 


BUT INWARDLY ARE RAVENING WOLVES, BY THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW THEM, Matt, 7:15-16 

Decided to obtain a loan of $300 when needed, 

The remainder of the masonry work is to be let on contract and whoever takes 
the job must be bonded, 

It was decided to let the masonry work on contract to Henry Christianson at the 
rate of $4 per 1,000 brick, 

A collection is to be taken for Mr, E, Newlander as an appreciation to him for 
his service as organist and schoolteacher, 

A collection is to be taken once a month for benevolences, 

Parents are urged to send their children to summer school for one month of 


learning, Pastor A, Challman, chairman 


E, Newlander, secretary 
August 30, 1881 
It was decided to make a wooden ceiling rather than plastering, 
It was decided not to plaster interior of the church at this time, 
It was decided to borrow $200 to apply on loan of $800 due George Morgan, 
Each member will be asked to give $2 to $5 or as much as can be afforded to 
apply on the church debt, This to be paid by cash or note within a year, 
Each member is also asked to solicit gifts from non-members toward a subscription 
for the building indebtedness, 
Pastor A, Challman, chairman 
E, Newlander, secretary 


December 14, 1881 
It was decided to buy a second hand furnace, A committee of Daniel Lindahl 


and Swan Anderson were named to carry this out, (This indicates the services 
began to be held in the church during the summer of 1881, as preparations are now 
being made to provide heat for the winter, ) 

A committee was named to take a subscription to secure money to pay for the 
furnace, They were: Pete Lindell, Charles Lindstrom, Charles Sundeen and Anders 
P, Johanson, 

The treasurer was authorized to borrow $150, 

Pastor A, Challman, chairman 


E, es tag pe 
(secretary's name not to be cnnfused with E, Newlander) 


January 20, 1882 (annual meeting) 


The treasurer made his report for the year 1881, Reports by societies were 
also made, Daniel Lindahl reported on the subscription taken, 

These reports were referred to the auditing committee: August Hylander, 
Gust Lindstrom, Pete Lindell and August Gustafson, 

Trustees elected: Andrew Lindahl, Carl Johanson and A, Anderson, 

It was reported a furnace had been purchased and installed, - 

The subscription reported $139 had been collected for the furnace, 

A committee was named to light lamps for evening services, They were: 


January -- Swan Anderson July -- Peter Lindell 
February -- Henry Christianson August -- Jonas Widman 

March -- -- Henry Christianson September -- Jonas Johanson 
April ----- Mr. Nyquist October ---- Charles Lindstrom 
May ------- Carl Johanson November --- C, Linden 

June ------ Peter Lindell December --- August Gustafson 


A building committee was named: 
John Swanson, Swan Anderson, J, E, Carlson and A, F, Gustafson, - 

For song leader E, Nylander was elected - salary $50. 

The pastor's salary to continue at $300 and Christmas offering. 

Each member is to pay $1 per year for ordinary expenses, 

Swan Anderson was elected Conference delegate, A delegate will be sent to 
The synod meeting if there is a volunteer who will pay half of his expenses, 

The trustees announced they had obtained a loan of $1,500 from Mr. W, O. Leeds 
of Michigan City to pay debts on the church building, 


, -19- 
BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT; FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, Matt,5:3 


Kach member who has a wooded area is to give at least One-quarter cord of 
wood to church, Members who do not have wood are to carry the wood into the 
basement, 

It was decided that two-thirds of the Sewing Society's income should go to 
the congregation's treasury to pay interest on the loan, 


A, Challman, chairman 
A, F, Gustafson, secretary 


ee Le ane | 
The auditing committee named at the annual meeting January 22nd made its “— 


port but was asked to make it more clear and report to the next meeting. 
In place of E, Nylander as song leader, J. Carlson was named for three nonttj 
The Building Committee was authorized to have the church plastered during 
the coming summer, 
In place of E, Nylander as song leader, J, Carlson was named for three month 
The time of services was referred to the church board, 


A, Challman, chairman 
A, F, Gustafson, secretary 


March 16, 1882 
The auditing committee gave its report which was accepted, 


A committee was named to secure someone to serve as song leader, They are: 
Pastor Challman and Daniel Lindahl, 

It was decided the church footings should be plastered with cement. 

It was decided that gutters be installed. 

The auditor's report for 1881 showed the following: $689.01 paid out for 
labor and material, $1,080 loan from George Morgan, 

Indebtedness at close of 1880, $839.91. 

Indebtedness at close of 1881, $1,722.52, 


A, Challman, chairman 
A. F, Gustafson, secretary 


August 8, 1882 
The committee reported it had a bid to plaster the church for $175, Another 


bid was to do it for 12¢ a yard, 

A committee was named to secure a pulpit and an altar ring - the committee 
named to accomplish this was Pastor Challman, Daniel Lindahl and Swan Anderson, 

The following committee was named to arrange for plastering and for varnishin 
of the woodwork: Daniel Lindahl, Frank Bergstrom and Jonas Johnson, 

Pastor Challman agreed to visit the membership to receive a free will offerin 
So above decisions could be carried out, 

The following were named to see others outside the membership to secure funds 
Daniel Lindahl, Swan Anderson and A, F, Gustafson, 

A committee to see that the church footings are cemented: Daniel Lindahl 
and August Hillstrom, 

Our delegate to the Conference meeting in DeKalb, Ill, will be A.F., Gustafson 


A, Challman, chairman 
A, F, Gustafson, secretary 


January 16, 1883 - Annual 


S. Nilson was elected secretary, The treasurer, Swan Anderson, made his 
report which was referred to the auditing committee, 

Auditors elected were A, Chellberg, Pete Lindell, August Hillstrom, C, E, 
Hillstrom and Frithiof Bergstrom, 

Trustees elected were: J. E, Nyquist and A, F, Gustafson, 

Deacons elected: A. Lindvall, C, Rapp and A, Chellberg, 


=20- 
BLESSED ARE THEY THAT MOURN: FOR THEY SHALL BE COMFORTED, Matt.5:4 


August Hillstrom was elected organist at salary of $50 a year, 

It was decided to hold Swedish school for a period of three months, Parents 
are to pay $1 for each child. 

Membership dues are established at $4 for men and $3 for women per year, 

The pastor's salary to be $300 and an offering at Christmastime, 

It was decided to take an offering for the organist for the year 1882, 

Frithiof Bergstrom was elected sexton at $36 for the year, 

It was decided the Sewing Society could use their income according to their 
own decision, 

The deacons are to seek out non-members who would like to enjoy the church 
services, 

The trustees were authorized to obtain a loan of $200 for one year, 

It was decided to put louvers inthe tower to keep the rain and snow out, 
The committee for this assignment to be: Pastor Challman, Swan Anderson, 
A, Challberg and Daniel Lindahl, 

Our delegate to the Conference meeting in Galesburg to be A, F. Gustafson, 


A, Challman, chairman 
5, Nilson, secretary 


Yarch 12, 1884 


It was decided that the committee named to landscape the church grounds 
should carry out this work next summer, 

It was decided that Bethlehem and Augsburg be represented by the same 
delegate at the synod meeting, 

The auditing committee reported the following receipts and expenditures 
for the year 1883: 

$ 332,25 - ordinary income $ 386,00 - ordinary expenditures 
1,048.66 - extra income 1,066.81 - extra expenditures 
Expenses exceeded income by $11.90. Our debts plus interest are now $1,839.91. 

The auditing committee gave a report on Daniel Lindahl's accounting on 

labor and material for work done on the balcony: 
$194,25 - received by subscription 
272.16 - expended for labor and material 

It was decided to give Daniel Lindahl a note for amount he paid over and 
above the amount subscribed, 

It was decided to hold Swedish school for a period of four months, There 
shall be two months school in the south route, with a 50¢ fee for children in 
the congregation, Any children more than three are to be free, Children 
outside the congregation are to be charged $1.00 per month, A subscription 
is to be taken to support the school, The committee for this to be A, Lindvall 
and A, F, Gustafson. Mr, Nordstrom to be the teacher at a salary of $25 per month, 

It was decided to hold prayer meetings in the church on Sunday evenings, 


A, Challman, chairman 
S. Nilson, secretary 


February 14, 1883 

The auditing committee made its report, It was decided that Bethlehem 
and Augsburg be represented by one delegate at the Conference meeting, Also 
that we subscribe for 50 copies of "Barnavdnen" for the Sunday school and to 
take an offering to pay for same, 


A, Challman, chairman 
S, Nilson, secretary 


~#}- 
BLESSED ARE THE MEEK; FOR THEY SHALL INHERIT THE EBARTH, Matt.5:5 
November 5, 1883 


It was decided that the sexton should have the church ready for the meeting 
of the confirmation class, 

It was decided that members who wish to do so, may build a stall for their 
horses at the south end of the church, but to use no more than a space 8'x ]4' 
for each stall, This should be done before December lst, The committee to be: 

Pete Lindell and Jonas Johnson 

It was decided that the church lots should be landscaped, Daniel Lindahl 
is to do the planning, Swan Anderson and C, Sundeen are to be the committee in 
charge of the plantings. 

It was decided to take up a subscription for $200 to pay bills due, 

A, Lindvall is to collect in Burdick, Peter Carlson on the north route, C, Rapp 
in town and G, Widman on the south route, 


A, Challman, chairman 
S, Nilson, secretary 


January 30, 1884 


This was the annual meeting, It was decided our share of the pastor's 
salary should be $400, 

Deacons elected were: August Hillstrom and August Chellberg 

Trustee elected: A, F, Gustafson 

Organist: August Hillstrom 

Sexton: C. G, Sundeen 

Treasurer: A, Lindahl 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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The treasurer's report was referred to the auditing committee: H, Carlson, ~ 
S, Nilson, A, F, Gustafson and Swan Anderson, 
We will be represented at the synod meeting by Augsburg's delegate, 

It was decided an offering will be taken at all morning services for the 
general treasury. 


A, Challman, chairman 
S, Nilson, secretary 


August Le, 1884 . 
Pastor Challman decided to take back his resignation and to remain as our 


pastor, 25 voted "yes" and 2 voted "no" 
It was decided to build an outside fence on the west side of the church 
with an arrangement providing for tying of horses, Jonas Johnson was elected 
chairman of a committee to have this work done before the end of October, 
A committee was named to decide which would be cheapest to build: a Picket — 
or a wire fence around the church and to make its report to our next meeting, | 
The following were named: C, E, Hillstrom, August Chellberg and Swan Anderson, 
It was decided to make the church basement usable, The following com- 
mittee was named to plan this: Pastor Challman, A, F, Gustafson, Swan Anderson, 
S, Nilson and C, E, Hillstrom, 
It was decided that all who wish to build a stall for their horses may do 
so, 
A, Challman, chairman 
S, Nilson, secretary 
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"BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART: FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD" Matt.5:8 
January 13, 1885 - annual meeting 


Andrew Lindahl was elected treasurer, 

A,Gustafson reported the subscription for Swedish school amounted to $51.50, 

The subscription for basement improvements came to $64,50, 

Elected to auditing committee were: C, E, Hillstrom, John Widman, Jonas 
Johnson and John Bergstrom, 

Deacons elected: John E, Carlson, August Hillstrom, A, Lindvall and Carl 
Rapp. 

Trustees: Andrew Lindahl, John Widman, Adolph Gustafson, J, E. Nyquist, 
and J. A. Gustafson, 

Sexton: S, Grans at $36 and offering, 

Organist: August Gustafson at $50 and offering. 

Synod delegate: August Chellberg, 

Conference Delegate: Swan Anderson 

Treasurer for Sewing Society: Swan Anderson 

All church meetings except Sunday mornings are to be held in the basement, 

Members are to pay their dues to the trustees: if they fail to pay, te 
trustees should call on then, 

A collection to be taken once a month to pay the person who conducts the 
service in Flint Lake once a month, 

The organ question to be reported on at the next meeting by C, O, Hillstronm, 

Increasing the insurance from $2,000 to $5,000 to be discussed at the next 
meeting. 

A, Challman, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 

January 27, 1885 

Income from 1884 was reported as $783.49 from dues, collections and: sub- 
scriptions. Expenditures were $778.61. Balance $4.88, We owe $2,082.87 on 


loans, 
Adolph Gustafson resigned as trustee, Swan Anderson was elected in his 


place, 
A subscription committee was elected to raise $60 to pay the balance owed on 
the organ, A note was given to C, O, Hillstrom for this amount, The committee: 


Daniel Lindahl, A, Chellberg and John Bergstrom, 
The trustees were directed to raise the insurance from $2,000 to $5,000 
as soon as possible, 
The trustees were authorized to borrow $150 to pay interest on notes, A 
committee was named to collect one dollar from each member to apply on the loan: 
John Sjostrom, Adolph Vedell, Jonas Lindvall and Jonas Johnson, 
The committee previously named to set up a hitching post arrangement was 
urged to make some progress on their assignment, 
An auditing committee of C, E, Hillstrom and John F, Bergstrom was named 
to audit the accounts of the Sewing Society, 
A, Challman, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 


January 6, 1886 - annual meeting 

The following were named to the auditing committee: S, Swanson, C, E, 
Hillstrom, August Hillstrom and J, F, Bergstrom, 

Our trustees reported member dues paid in as follows: 


Swan Anderson - town route ------------ $141.00 
J. E, Nyquist - north route ----------- 119,00 
J. A, Widman, - south route ----------- 68,75 
J. A, Gustafson - Burdick route ------- 103,20 


Swan Anderson reported a $17 balance in the old Sewing Society's treasury. 


a2 
"BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS: FOR THEY SHALL BE CALLED SONS OF GOD" Matt.5:9 


The committee who were to take a subscription for $60 to pay off the note 
on the organ reported they had made no progress, 

Deacons elected: Carl Rapp, Frank Johnson, John E, Carlson, August 
Hillstrom, and August Chellberg, . 

Trustees: Charles 5S, Johnson, Frank Anderson, Andrew Lindahl, John A, Wid- 
man and Swan Anderson, 

Organist: August Gustafson 

Sexton: S,. Grans at $46 and an offering. For this he should also scrub 
the church floors and saw wood for the basement stove, 

Deacons are to determine how many children are in their territory and how 
many will attend Swedish shcool - also to take a subscription for the school, 

It was decided that a picket fence should be built on the north and on the 
west side of the church, Also that a board fence should be built on the south 
and east side, John Widman is to take a subscription for this purpose, 

It was decided that adults who fail to pay their dues are to be dropped as 
members, 

It was also decided that the young people be visited and urged to attend 
services, Also that those who fail to pay their dues be talked with to deter- 
mine their attitudes regarding membership and their responsibilities as members, 

Daniel Lindahl was elected to serve as Conference delegate, 

Augsburg's delegate is to represent us at the synod meeting, 


A, Challman, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 


January 26, 1886 
The auditing committee reported 1885 finances as follows: 


$1,139.36 received from dues, collections, subscriptions 
1,080.28 expenditures, leaving a balance of $59.68 

Indebtedness amounts to $2,088.60 

Daniel Lindahl reported the subscription for the organ came to $50, 

Pastor Challman was authorized to take a subscription to pay our indebtt- 
edness, Also an offering is to be taken at every high mass service for the 
purpose, Results are to be published in the town newspaper, 

It was announced that a subscription was to be taken so a bell could be 
purchased, (it appeared that some unnamed benefactor was interested in assisting 
in making a bell available) Swan Swanson and Daniel Lindahl were named to 
thank the person or persons involved, and with them determine how to go 
about the project, 

It was decided that worship services and other meetings are to be held in 
the basement when weather is bad, 

It was decided that vesper services be held at 3 p.m, and Sunday school at 
2p.m, Parents are urged to take their children to Sunday school and have them 
remain with them for the worship service, Also that a Sunday school treasury 
be established, offerings to be taken, and the Sunday school superintendent to 
serve as treasurer, 


All who promised wood for the church are urged to deliver it before Saturday, 


A, Challman, chairman 
C., E, Hillstrom, secretary 
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"BLESSED ARE THEY THAT HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE: 
FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
Matt, 5:10 
March 2, 1886 
This meeting was called to consider the resignation of Pastor Challman, 
It was decided that we should cooperate with Augsburg in calling a pastor 
to serve both parishes, 
A, Challman, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 


March 30, 1886 


S, Swanson was elected secretary pro tem, 

Paragraph 4 of article 7 was read from our constitution to make it clear 
who could vote, Any male member age 18 or over who is in good standing is 
eligible. 

Pastor Victor Setterdahl of Joliet, Ill. was nominated, to be offerred 
a $400 salary plus an offering on Christmas or New Year Day, 

It was decided to take an offering for Pastor Challman on Confirmation day, 

It was decided that our deacons conduct services during the vacancy and 
that Pastor Challman obtain a copy of "Postilla", which is a book of sermons 
on texts for the day. 

It was decided to go ahead with the landscaping around the church and that 
all interested in this project be at the church on April 6th, Suitable trees 
are to be obtained for this purpose, 

It was decided to take an offering for Mrs, Grans for her interest in 
caring for a child who had lost its parents, 

It was decided that the trustees along with John Widman should see that 
the fence around the church be completed as previously it had been decided 
should be done, 

A. Challman, chairman 
S, Swanson, secretary pro tem 
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June 15, 1886 


Action taken at the previous meeting naming the deacons to conduct services 
be amended to require that deacons chosen for this duty are known to be well 
qualified, 

A subscription committee was named to raise funds to apply on indebtedness 
and to report results on the first of each month, Results are to be reported 
to the congregation on the first Sunday of each month, Members of the committee 
are to be: August Chellberg, town route, Jonas Johnson, Burdick route, Pete 
Nilson, north route and Pete Lindell for the south route, 

Also, that all contributors are to be wceorded in a book to be obtained by 
the treasurer, 

August Chellberg, chairman 
S, Swanson, secretary pro tem 


July 14, 1886 
Pastor Victor Setterdahl having declined our call, Pastor J, A, Borg of 


Galva, Illinois was nominated for a call, the salary to be $400 with an offering 
at Christmas, This call to be made jointly with Augsburg, 

A, Chellberg, chairman 

S, Swanson, secretary 


October 6, 1886 
Pastor Borg having declined our call, Pastor E, J, Erlander of Gurney, Iowa 


was nominated to be called at a salary of $400 plus Christmas offering. 


A, Chellberg, chairman 
S, Swanson, secretary pro tem 
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"BLESSED ARE YE WHEN MEN SHALL REPROACH YOU, AND PERSECUTE YOU, 
AND SAY ALL MANNER OF EVIL AGAINST YOU FALSELY, FOR MY SAKE" Matt, 5:11 


November 16, 1886 
A few of Augsburg's board members were present at this meeting to discuss 


the proposal that each congregation call a pastor to serve its own parish, 

A motion was made that the two congregations call Pastor A, G, Ekeberg of 
Pullman, Illinois at the next meeting to be held on November 30th, That each 
pay one half of the salary and that Bethlehem also pay one-half of the parson- 
age rental since Augsburg provides the parsonage, 

It was decided to call a student from Rock Island seminary to serve 
Bethlehem during the Christmas festival season. 

It was decided that August Chellberg conduct services once a month and 
that others do so two Sundays a month, 


August Chellberg, chairman 
S, Swanson, secretary 


November 30, 1886 
The vote for calling Pastor A, G, Ekeberg of Pullman was 39 "yes" and 26 "no", 


August Chellberg, chairman 
S, Swanson, secretary pro tem 
December 14, 1886 
It was decided by a vote of 56 to 12 that Bethlehem would call its own 
pastor. (only men 18 years or over voted) 
It was decided to consider calling a pastor at the annual meeting, 
It was decided to take an offering at the Christmas service to help pay 
expenses of the student who will be here then, 
On New Years day an offering will be taken for Mr, Grans, our sexton, 
The church board is to notify Augsburg of our decision to call a pastor 
of our own, 


A, Chellberg, chairman 
S, Swanson, secretary pro tem 


January 12, 1887 - annual meeting 

Auditors elected: F, Bergstrom, 5, Swanson, Jonas Johnson and August 
Hillstrom, 

Sunday school is to begin at 1:30 when held in the afternoon and 9 o'clock 
when held in the morning, 

It was decided that all who subscribed to the fund to pay the debt should 
pay what they promised by February 5, 1888 or sign a note to the treasurer for 
the unpaid amount, 

All who have not paid their membership dues are wminded to do so before 
the next meeting, 

The church board was advised to see that all members who have not paid their 
dues or have moved away be dropped from membership so the annual payment of 25¢ 
to the Conference need not be paid, 

Deacons elected: August Chellberg, S. Swanson, J, E, Carlson and Carl Rapp. 

Trustee: Frithiof Bergstrom 

Organist: August Gustafson at $50, 

Sexton: S, Grans at $50 and offering on New Years day, 

Delegate to synod: Pete Lindell. To the Conference: Jonas Johnson, 

Student Augustus Olsson of the seminary at Rock Island was nominated for 
call to be our pastor at a salary of $600 and offering at Christmas. The vote 
was 45 "yes" and 3 "no", 

Our next meeting to be held February 5th at 10 a.m, 


Pastor C, Granath, chairman 
S, Swanson, secretary 


~26- 
REJOICE, AND BE EXCEEDING GLAD: FOR GREAT IS YOUR REWARD IN HEAVEN: 
FOR SO PERSECUTED THEY THE PROFHETS THAT WERE BEFORE YOU Matt, 5:12 


February 5, 1887 


It was decided to have a collector of dues and Pete Lindell was named to 
this position. He is to report results once a month, 

It was decided that the old Sewing Society should pay one-half of its in- 
come to the congregation, one quarter to missions and use the remaining portion 
as it sees fit. 

It was decided that all who had paid their subscription should report to 
the treasurer. 

It was decided that the church board was to arrange for Swedish school for 
four months, One month for Flint Lake, one for Burdick and two in town, Chil- 
dren of non-members to pay one dollar and children of members to pay fifty cents, 
Salary for the teacher to be $27.50 for the first two months and $30 for the 
final two months. If tuition does not provide the amount needed, the balance 
will come out of the general treasury. 

The school is to begin February 2lst, 

Pastor Augustus Olsson, chairman 
S, Swanson, secretary 


January 14, 1888 - annual meeting 


Report for the Church Board was made by S, Swanson, It stated we were 
without a pastor during the first half of 1887 during which time the deacons con- 
ducted the services, both high mass and vespers, Attendance was good; since 


Pastor Olsson arrived, attendance has been even better, During the past year 
48 members were received, 19 children baptized, one being from a non-member family, 
Ten funerals occurred, four not being members, There were two weddings, 

Four months of Swedish school were held - one month in Flint Lake, one in 
Pete Lindell's home and two months in Chesterton, Ten children attended in 
Flint Lake, ten in Mr, Lindell's home and 17 in town. Income was $35, 

A mission society was organized. Member dues are ten cents per month, It 
sent $20 to foreign missions and $10 to home missions and $15 to the mission in 
Utah, This left a balance on hand of $9, 

There were 11 classes in Sunday school with 70 children, Average attendance 
was 34, Studies were catechism, bible history and the new testament. $95.67 
income was reported, This should have been reported as expenditure, as income 
was $112.76, leaving a balance of $17.09, 

A choir was organized with Pastor Olsson as leader, 

A "Young People's Literary Society" was organized, 

It was decided to have two months of Swedish school in Chesterton and a 
salary of $30 a month paid the teacher. Each family to pay $1 a month for the 
first child and fifty cents for additional children, Non-members to pay $1 for 
each child, Time schedule for the school to be set by the church board, 

It was decided a free-will offering be taken for stove wood, 

Elections: Deacon: Frank Sundeen 

Trustees: P, A, Johnson and Gustav Lindvall 

Treasurer: P, A, Johnson 

Auditing Committee: Alfred Hillgren, P, A, Johnson, Jonas Johnson 
Sexton: S, Grans at $75 salary 

Organist: August Gustafson at $50 salary 

Synod delegate: D, Lindahl 

Conference delegate: D, Lindahl 

Pastor's salary: $600 and Christmas offering 

It was decided three-quarters of the Sewing Society income go to the church 
treasury and one-quarter to be retained by the society. 

It was decided to buy a Church Record and a Record of Ministerial Acts, 

The next meeting to be January 30th at 2 P.M. 


A, Olsson, chairman 
Alfred Hillgren, secretary 
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BLESSED ARE THEY THAT HUNGER AND THIRST AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS : 
FOR THEY SHALL BE FILLED, Matt,5:6 


January 30, 1888 
Income for 1887: $972.88. Expenditures $893.12. ° Balance $79.76. 


Indebtedness: $1,834.63. 

It was decided to leave the subscription list with Pastor Olsson and that 
the church board was to determine the amount of membership dues, 

It was decided that the organist and sexton should each receive an offering 
during the year, The organist's offering to be on Pentecost Sunday and that for © 
the sexton on the Sunday in June when holy communion is celebrated, 

It was decided that the pastor should determine when the church should be 
opened for funerals of non-members, Also that when the pastor is at home, no 
other pastor would have any rights to the church without his approval. 

The trustees were directed to see that the church foundation is kept secure 
and that the wooden blocks in the church buttresses are painted, Also that any 
stones that are loose be cemented, 

It was decided to obtain a furnace in which either coal or wood could be 
burned, Also that services be held in the basement until the new furnace is ob- © 
tained, 

The committee to obtain the furnace to be: P, A. Johnson, Daniel Lindahl, 

P J Lindell and Pastor Olsson, 

It was decided to extend a vote of thanks to the young people for panelling 

the basement, 


Pastor A, Olsson, chairman 
Axel Johnson, secretary 


April 7, 1888 


It was decided to keep the furnace we now have since we have had it a year 
and Mr, Quick cannot take it back, 

August Hillstrom was elected deacon, Mr, Rapp resigned as deacon but his 
resignation was not accepted, 

It was decided that a "Sinking Fund" Society be organized to handle the 
church debt, Membership dues to be 10¢ a month, Officers elected for this 
society: Pastor Olsson, S, Swanson and Emil Challman, 

It was decided that Mr, Strom should be freed of paying dues for 1887, 

It was decided to take up a subscription for a new furnace, 

The meeting adjourned with prayer and song, 


Pastor A, Olsson, chairman 
Emil Challman, secretary 


September 28, 1888 


Tellers: S, Anderson, Lars Carlson and D, Lindahl, 
Elections: Deacon: C, G, Rydin, S, Anderson and J, E, Carlson 
Trustee: Lars Carlson 

It was decided a parsonage should be built, at a cost of no less than $800 and 
no more than $1,000, That a basement should be provided. That a mason and a 
carpenter should be employed. The house should be built of brick outside and 
frame inside, The brick should be sand brick, (*) 

The building committee to be: Pastor Olsson, S, Anderson, Daniel Lindahl, 
and Lars Carlson, This committee to contract the building. The cellar and 
foundation to be of brick, If anything has been overlooked, pertaining to the 
building, the committee is to look after it. $200 is to be allowed for a furnace, 
Pastor A, Olsson, chairman 


(*) Material for the brick was clay C, G, Ryden, secretary 
e . ’ 


but the moulds were lined with 
sand so the brick would not stick 
to the mould, Therefore the name "sandbrick" 


an — 
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THINK NOT THAT I CAME TO DESTROY THE LAW: 
I CAME NOT TO DESTROY BUT TO FULFILL, Matt,5:17 


January 18, 1889 - annual meeting 


The pastor's report began with: "Thank the Lord, for his goodness is ever- 
lasting.” 

Mention was made that drinking was the most distressing habit of many 
of our people, If this and other sins cannot be overcome it will not go well 
with us, Nevertheless, many things have gone well for which we have cause to 
be thankful to God, 

There have been two Sunday schools, one in the southern route led by Frank 
Johnson and J, A, Widman: the other in town led by S. Swanson, These have 
been well attended, 

There has been one Mission Society, one Young People's Society and one Sink- 


ing Fund Society. Also a church choir, 
Swedish school was held two months in the public school with Miss Malinda 
Magnuson as teacher, Children within reach attended well. It has been said 


a congregation cannot do well without a pastor or school teacher and that among 
our children they contribute to the building of character and knowledge of christen- 
dom's wisdon, 


The church board has held six meetings, Because so many members have moved 
or resigned and because of the loss of their contributions less has been accomplished, 
Statistics: 


242 communicant members 
168 children 
407 total baptized membership 
86 families 
37 single persons 
5 new members 
15 communicants and children moved 
21 members dropped 
5 confirmed 
7 couples married 
17 childrea of members baptized 
1l children of non-members baptized 
7 children of members died 
2 adult members died 
1 non-member funeral 
l non-member child funeral 

Expenditures have been unusually large. Other than salaries, a parsonage 
has been built, the church tower repaired, a new furnace installed and a part of 
the old debt paid, The Young People's Society has improved the basement room, 
Having done all this, little added indebtedness has been a great accomplishment. 
All have contributed to this success and what has been done is our very own, 

A revision of our constitution will be before this meeting, Also a de- 
cision as to how many years one can remain a member without making a membership 
contribution, Also, how long after confirmation can a young person be carried 
free of paying dues, Also, should Wednesday prayer meetings be continued in the 
church or held in homes, 

Elections: For secretary, John Lindquist. Tellers, P, J, Lindell and 
Jonas Johnson, 

The pastor's report was read and accepted, It was decided there should be 
four months of Swedish school, two in the south route and two in town, It was 
decided the salary for a teacher in Swedish school should be $30 per month, 
Parents to pay $1 per month for the first child and 50 cents for each added child. 
Non-member children to pay $1 per month for each dhild, The time the school is 
to be held will be set by the board. 

It was decided to adopt the 1878 constitution as amended in Chicago 1879 and 
in Galesburg in 1888, 
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BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER'S BURDENS, AND SO FULFIL THE LAW OF CHRIST. Galatians 6:2 


There shall be five deacons and they shall select a treasurer who shall 
report to the congregation at each annual meeting. 

The church board will consist of the pastor and the deacons, the pastor to 
be the ex-officio chairman, When the pastorate is vacant, the board is to 
choose a chairman among its members, 

If a member neglects paying his dues, he shall be given a year to pay up to 
date or be dropped as a member, f 

Confirmands are to be excused paying dues the first year. The second year 
they will pay one-half and the third year the full designated dues, 

The meeting adjourned for dinner, to assemble again at 2 o'clock, 

Members requesting transfer papers are to pay their dues up to date before 
obtaining same, 

Deacons elected: S, Anderson, Carl Kj$1l, Charles Johnson, Fred Nelson and 
J, E, Carlson, 

Trustees; Andrew Lindahl, Andrew Anderson and Albert Nelson, 

Auditors: S,. Swanson. P. J. Lindell and Erland Lindahl, 

Organist: Amy Swanson at $50 and Easter offering, 

Sexton: Adolph Vedell at $75 and offering on Pentecost, 

Delegate to synod in Moline: Daniel Lindahl. 

Delegate to conference in Joliet: P, J, Lindell. 

Pastor's salary: $600, parsonage and Christmas offering, 

Membership dues to be $4 for men and $3 for women annually. 

It was decided the congregation should hold a supper to obtain funds to 
purchase books for the choir, 

The next meeting to be held Saturday, February 2nd at 1 P.M. 


Pastor A, Olsson, chairman 
John G, Lindquist, secretary 
January 18 (continued) 

The treasurer's report for 1888 showed income of $1,095.91 and expenditures 
of $1,095.22, leaving a balance of 69 cents, 

The Young Women's Sewing Society showed an income of $38.60 for articles 
sold, $11.10 from supper. $5.07 from fish pond, One cake, 85 cents, 

Total $55.62, 

Expenditures were $25 for an organ for Sunday school, 15 cents interest, 
$1.25 for an organ stool. $9.07 to P, A. Johnson store, $8 for eight choral 
books for the choir and $10 to Augustana hospital, Total $53.47, leaving a 
balance of $2.15, . 

The subscription committee showed $83,25 received to apply on the church debt, 
February 2, 1889 

A subscription is to be taken to purchase wood, The sexton to see that 
the wood is obtained, 

Pastor Olsson to try to obtain payment of pledges to the subscription 
committee to apply on the church debt, 

It was decided to repair the window sills in the basement so water cannot 
get in. 


Pastor A, Olsson, chairman 
John G, Lindquist, secretary 
June 13, 1889 
Pastor Olsson tendered his resignation, A discussion took place regarding 
the call of a pastor in conjunction with Augsburg. It was decided to call our 
own pastor, 
Pastor J, B, Bennett of North Pacific Junction was nominated and called by 
a vote of 44 to 0, A salary of $600, parsonage and Christmas offering to be 
offered, Pastor Bennett was invited to conduct services here on June 16, 1889, 


A, Olsson, chairman, J. G. Lindquist, secy. 


; 


; 
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THOSE WHO ARE WELL HAVE NO NEED OF A PHYSICIAN: BUT THOSE WHO ARE SICK 
FOR I CAME NOT TO CALL THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT SINNERS 


Januar 1890 
Deacons elected: Frederick Nelson and Charles Brunell 


Trustee: Erland Lindahl 
Organist: Amy Swanson at $50 and Easter offering. 
Sexton: Charles S, Johnson at $60 and offering on Pentecost 


Pastor's salary: $600, parsonage and Christmas offering, 

No delegate to the synod if in Jamestown, 

Conference delegate: Daniel Lindahl 

The building committee for the parsonage was dismissed, with the work complete, 

Auditors: Jonas Widman, Pete Lindell and Swan Anderson, 

It was decided to hold four months of Swedish school - two months in town 
and two months in the south route, The church board to determine time schedule, 
Fees to be the same as before, The teacher to receive a salary of $30 per month, 

Member dues to remain $4 for men and $3 for women, 

A vote of thanks was given to the church choir 
Income for the year 1889 was $933.46. Expenditures, $822.53. Balance $110.93 

The pastor's report: in the past year 2 months of Swedish school was held, 
16 were confirmed, 35 children were baptized, 19 were member children and 
11 were non-member children, Four had one parent member and one was an older 
person, Four couples were married, 7 new members, 8 moved away. 9 died, 
three being adult, one a child. Three adults and one child were non-members, 
Communicant members now total 234, 

The next meeting to be February 1, at 2 P.M. 


Pastor J, B. Bennett, chairman 
Adolph Eliason, secretary 


February 7, 1890 

It was decided to name a collector of dues, allowing him a 10% fee on dues 
collected, Jonas Widman was named to be the collector, 

It was decided to excuse the following members from payment of dues: 
Mr, Strom, Gustaf Sundin, Oscar Anderson, Mrs. Challman, P, A, Monson, Charles 
Anderson and Carolina Anderson, 

It was decided to increase insurance to $6,000, with $5,000 on the church 
and $1,000 on the parsonage, 

It was decided that the pulpit be lowered to a more suitable height, 

It was decided that the choir may use chairs in the sanctuary but not in 
the nave or the balcony, 

It was decided Pastor Bennett may serve Hobart every other month in the 
morning and every other month in the afternoon, 


Pastor J. B. Bennett, chairman 
Adolph Eliason, secretary 


September 2, 1890 

It was decided to take up a subscription to apply on the church debt, To 
take notes for a 6-month period of time, If not paid within that time, January 
1, 1891, a charge of 7% interest to be made from that date until paid. 

It was decided that Pastor Bennett was to take this subscription with the 
help of the trustee in the route the member lives in, 

It was decided to lay a cinder sidewalk on the west side of the church, 


Pastor J. B. Bennett, chairman 
Adolph Eliason, secretary 


Se 
"OUR HELP COMETH FROM THE LORD" Psalm 121 


January 1, 1891 - annual meeting - Psalm 121 was read, 


It was reported that a year ana three months had passed without a death 
in the congregation of 400 members, 

John Widman leads the Sunday school in Flint Lake where 15 children attend, 

Pastor Bennett held Swedish school for 36 children - he was paid $30 a 
month, Collections were $33.50 so it cost the congregation $26.50. Amy 
Swanson our organist conducted the choir, 

The pastor served a few Sundays in Hobart in the past year, 

Statistics: 1 wedding, 5 confirmed, 4 new members, 1 moved, 2 dropped, 
3 members died, there were three non-member funerals, There are 235 communicant — 
members and a total baptized membership of 430, 

Income for the previous year was $1,139.70 and expenditures $844,22, leaving 
a balance of $295.48. P. A. Johnson, treasurer, 

The Sewing Society held an auction and oyster supper December 26, 1889, It 
earned $89,50, Other income was $6.00. Total income, $104.37. 

Mission Society income $77.95. Paid $42 to foreign missions, $15 to Utah 
mission, $20 to home missions, and 68 cents for postage. Balance 27 cents, 

The Young Peoples Society income was $86,99, Expenses for repairs to the 
basement $32.57, leaving a balance of $54.42, 

Auditors: Anton Gustafson, Swan Swanson and August Hillstrom, 

Deacons: Charles Johnson 

Trustees: P, A, Johnson and Jonas Johnson 

Organist: Amy Swanson $50 and Easter offering 

Pastor's salary: $600 and Christmas offering 

Pastor Bennett to serve Hobart one Sunday morning every other Sunday and an 
afternoon every other Sunday. 

Delegate to synod: Swan Anderson 

Delegate to conference: Andrew Lindahl 

Swedish school: $1 dues for one child and 40 cents for additional children, 
$30 salary per month for the teacher. 

It was decided to take a collection to buy song books for the choir, 

It was decided to form a good-will and sickness society, Committee to 
arrange for it: Pastor Bennett, Swan Anderson, Lars Carlson and August Hillstrom, 

The next meeting will be January 22, at 1 P.M. 


| 


Pastor Bennett, chairman 
Adolph Eliason, secretary 


January 22, 1891 

Our collector of dues, Jonas Widman, collected $9, 

It was decided to write to members living in other places to determine if 
they wish to continue their membership here, 

Pastor Bennett suggested that a Temperance society be organized to encourage 
moderation or total abstinance in the use of intoxicating drinks, After dis- 
cussion, no progress was made one way or another so the matter was left to be 
handled at a later meeting. 

Pastor Bennett, chairman 
Adolph Eliason, secretary 


February 25, 1891 
An invitation was extended to Augsburg to affiliate with Bethlehem to be- 


come one congregation in Chesterton and that services be arranged as heretofore, 
45 voted "yes" and 7 voted "no", 

Pastor Bennett, chairman 

Adolph Eliason, secretary 


i TS 


BE STRONG AND OF GOOD COURAGE, FEAR NOT, NOR BE AFRAID: FOR THE LORD THY GOD, 
HE IT IS THAT DOTH GO WITH THEE: HE WILL NOT FAIL THEE, NOR FORSAKE THEE, 


Deuteronomy 31:6 
January 1, 1892 - annual meeting 


Pastor Bennett's report stated the Sunday morning services are well attended 
by both adults and young people, but he would like to see more little children in 


attendance, He holds one service a month in Flint Lake, 
The Sunday school in town and in Flint Lake are going well, with a total 
attendance of about 85 each Sunday. There are 13 classes, 


The Sewing Society and the Mission Society continue to function well, as does 
the church choir which is of much help in the service, 

Swedish school was held two months in town with 40 children enrolled. Also 
in Flint Lake with 12 children attending. The school paid its own cost with $5.20 
left over, A salary of $60 was paid the teacher in town but nothing was paid to 
the teacher in Flint Lake who did not want to cause the congregation an expense, 

Communicant membership was reported as 225, The total baptized membership 
is between 350 and 400, 

5 member children were baptized and 9 non-member, 

5 children and 1 adult member died - 2 non-member children and 1 adult 
funerals were conducted, 

ll were confirmed, There were 19 new members; 10 moved away and 1 was dropped, 


Deacons elected: Swan Anderson - C, A, Kol 


Trustees: Andrew Lindahl - Adolph Eliason 

Organist: Amy Swanson with $60 salary and Easter offering 

Sexton: Charles Johnson with $60 salary and offering on Pentecost 
Conference delegate: Andrew Lindahl 

Synod delegate: Daniel Lindahl 


Pastor's salary: $600 and Christmas offering. 


Two months of Swedish school was voted, Tuition fee of $1 for the first 
child and 50¢ for others, The teacher's salary to be $30 per month, 
Income for the year was $1,821.33. Expenses were $1,778.64, Balance $42,69, 


A loan of $295.00 was extended to the congregation without interest by Mr. 
P, A, Johnson, the treasurer, ~ 

The Sewing society income was $147,30 and was given to the general treasury, 

The Mission Society income was $77.26. It gave $15 to Home Missions; $15 
to foreign missions, $15 to the Utah Mission and $15 to the mission in India, 

34 cents was spent for postage, Balance $16.92, Adolph Vedell, treasurer, 

The Sunday school income was $141.86. $10.35 was given to the children's 
home in Andover and $45,29 to the home in Joliet, After other expenses were paid 
there was a balance of 38 cents, Amanda Hillstrom, treasurer, 

Pastor Bennett reported $458.67 had been collected on the subscription, 

Auditors elected: Swan Swanson, Adolph Eliason and Frank Swanson, 

It was decided to build two porches on the parsonage and put siding on the 
kitchen, It was decided to read the minutes following a morning service and to 
dispense with the extra meeting, 

It was decided to take an offering to buy psalm books for the congregation 
to use at the services, 

It was decided to urge parents to encourage their children to attend Sunday 
services, 


J. B. Bennett, chairman 
Adolph Eliason, secretary 
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SEEK YE THE LORD WHILE HE MAY BE FOUND: CALL YE UPON HIM WHILE HE IS NEAR 
FOR HE WILL ABUNDANTLY PARDON Isaiah 55:6 


January 2, 1893 - annual meeting 


Last year's request that children remain for the church service brought 
good response, 
75 children are now enrolled in our Sunday school with 10 classes, 
The Sunday school in Flint Lake with 12 children is conducted under the 
leadership of Charles Johnson, 
53 children attended Swedish school in town and 14 in Flint Lake, 
Sunday school income was $91,60, Besides paying its own expense, it paid 
the salary of the school teacher in vacation school in town and Flint Lake, 
The choir continues successfully. 
The Sewing society has done well and given $138.52 to the congregation's 
treasury for the purpose of applying on the church debt, 
STATISTICS: 
245 communicant members 
380 baptized members, 
20 new members 
ll confirmed 
3 couples married 
16 member children baptized and 7 non-member children, 
2 moved away and 2 dropped 
4 members died 
2 children died 
2 adult and 1 child non-member funerals 


Deacons elected: C, Brunell - Pete Nelson 

Trustees elected: Erland Lindahl - C, A, Peterson 

Organist: Amy Swanson at $60 and Easter offering 
Sexton: Pete Nelson at $60 and offering on Pentecost 
Pastor's salary: $600 and Christmas offering 

Synod delegate: Swan Anderson 

Conference delegate: None 


Two months of Swedish school was approved for in town and 1 month at Flint 
Lake, Tuition for the children will be the same as last year, 

The trustees are to collect unpaid dues by April lst and charge 6% interest 
on delinquent payments, 

The Sewing Circle's income was $138,52, Mrs, Richard Anderson, treasurer, 

The Mission Society income was $72.58. $60.51 was paid to the Illinois 
Conference, Balance in treasury, $12.07. Adolph Vedell, treasurer, 

The Sunday School's income was $93.25, $92.58 was paid out, Balance, 57¢, 

Laura Gullstrom, treasurer 

Auditors: Fred Nelson, Swan Swanson and P J Lindell, 

It was decided to pay 25 cents a year per member to the synod, 

It was decided to buy the new "Hemlandsangbok" for use at evening services, 


Pastor J, B. Bennett, chairman 
P, J. Lindell, secretary 
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JESUS SAID: FOR WHERE TWO OR THREE ARE GATHERED TCGETHER IN 
MY NAME, THERE AM I IN THE MIDST OF THEM - Matthew 18:20 


January 1, 1894 - annual meetin 


Pastor Bennett's report included the following. There were 83 children 
enrolled in the Sunday school with eleven classes and teachers, There are 
139 books in the Sunday school library. The Sunday school in Flint Lake in 
charge of Charles Johnson and two teachers has 14 children, 60 children were 
enrolled in Swedish school, Amy Swanson conducted one month of Swedish school 
in Flint Lake with 12 children, 

$83.25 was received from children as tuition. $60 was paid the teacher 


in town and $25 in Flint Lake 

The Sewing Society paid $122.35 to the general treasury, 

The debt was referred to, If 200 of the 250 communicant members could 
pay $7.50 for this, the whole debt would be paid off. Also, 24 hemlandsang(*) 
books are needed for evening services, (*) "Homeland Songbooks" 

STATISTICS: 

17 member children baptized - 3 from other congregations, 

9 non-member children were baptized, 

7 member children were confirmed and 7 non-member children were confirmed, 

11 new members 

4 moved 

9 adult members died 

7 child members died 

4 non-member adult funerals and 4 non-member child funerals 
250 communicant members 


Deacons elected: Charles Johnson - P, A, Johnson 

Organist: Amy Swanson at same salary as last year 

Sexton: Pete Nelson at $60 and offering on Pentecost 
Pastor's salary: $600 and Christmas offering 

Conference delegate: Charles Johnson 

Synod delegate: None 

Swedish school: 2 months in town and one month in Flint Lake, Pastor 


Bennett to be the teacher, Tuition for children to be 
the same as previous years, 
Income: $1,034.60, Paid out, $1,012.34, leaving a balance of $22,26 
P, A, Johnson, treasurer 
The Sewing Society had 11 meetings, Income of $111.25 was given to the 
general treasury. Mrs, Jonas Johnson, treasurer, 
The Flint Lake Sewing Society turned $11.10 over to the general treasury, 
Mrs, Gustaf Lindwall, treasurer 
The Sunday school received $83.35. Expenses were $80.94, Balance $2,41, 
Amanda Hillstrom, treasurer, 
Auditors: C, G, Rydeen - J, A, Hillstrom - Adolph Eliason 
Regarding the debt, it was decided to await better times, However, Pastor 
Bennett was authorized to attempt to collect funds for the purpose when summer 
arrives, 
It was decided to order 24 "hemlandsongbooks" (Homeland song books) 


Pastor J, B, Bennett, chairman 
P, J. Lindell, secretary 


February 25, 1894 


August Lindwall was elected as deacon, 


Pastor J. B, Bennett, chairman 
P, J. Lindell, secretary 
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REJOICE, O YOUNG MAN, IN THY YOUTH, AND LET THY HEART CHEER THEE 
IN THE DAYS OF THY YOUTH, AND WALK IN THE WAYS OF THY HEART, AND 
IN THE SIGHT OF THINE EYES: BUT KNOW THOU, THAT FOR ALL THESE 
THINGS GOD WILL BRING THEE INTO JUDGMENT, Ecclesiastes 11:9 


August 28, 1894 
Due to Pastor Bennett's resignation this meeting was held to call a pastor, 


Pastor A, Edgren of Evanston was nominated - salary $600 and Christmas offering, 
If Pastor Edgren declines the call, Pastor C. O, T, Almen of Iron Mountain, 
Mich, will be called. 

A committee of three from the Young People's Society requested information 
regarding cost of a church bell for which they are raising funds, me, Uy Bs 
Hillstrom was named a member of their committee, to work along with their com- 
mittee headed by Charles Pearson, 


Pastor J. B, Bennett, chairman 
P, J. Lindell, secretary 


October 2, 1894 
Pastor Edgren having declined our call, Pastor C, O, Almen visited us and 


conducted a service, He was called unamimously at a salary of $700 and Christ- 
mas offering. 

It was decided to buy a church bell weighing 2,000 pounds from the McShane 
Bell Foundry in Baltimore, Maryland, the Young People's Literary Society accept- 
ing the responsibility of paying for it, Mr, C, E, Hillstrom was named to head 
the committee to see this through, 

A committee of four were elected to determine the wording to be inscribed 
on the bell. They are Pastor Bennett, Daniel Lindahl, Charles Grans and John 
Lonnerberg. 

It was decided to call a student from the seminary in Rock Island to serve 
the congregation during the Christmas festival season at a salary of $50 a month, 

It was decided to take an offering for Pastor Bennett on the Sunday when he 
gives his farewell sermon, 

Pastor J. B. Bennett, chairman 
P, J. Lindell, secretary 


January 1, 1895 - annual 


Seminary student J. D. Danielson was elected chairman of the meeting, 

Pastor M, J. Englund, Jamestown, N. Y. was nominated for pastor, There 
were 21 affirmative votes and 36 negative. The nomination was lost, 

Pastor Augustus G. Olsson of North Manchester, Conn, and seminary student 
J. D. Danielson were then nominated. A vote by closed ballot gave Pastor 
Olsson 26 votes and student Danielson 38, Student Danielson then received 62 
votes "yes" and one vote "no", He was therefore called at a salary of $600 
and Christmas offering. 


Deacons elected: Lars Carlson and Swan Anderson 

Trustees: C, E, Hillstrom, Adolph Vedell and Gust Lindstrom 
Organist: Amy Swanson at $60 per year and Easter offering 
Sexton: Charles Johnson at $60 and offering on Pentecost 


The Bell Committee reported its work completed, Cost of the bell was $346, 
Weight, 2,073 pounds before installation, With parts needed for installation, 
total weight was 3,000 pounds, The bell is completely paid for, 

Erland Lindahl, treasurer, reported income of $1,842.94 and expenses 
$1,839.68, Balance, $3,26 

Debts: $13.10 to Chesterton Paint Co, $8,35 Quick & Lindahl, $10.88, 
P, A, Johnson, $1,000 to Mrs, Minnie Anderson, $600 to Charles Warnhuff, 
Total indebtedness, $1,632.33. 
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HEREIN IS LOVE, NOT THAT WE LOVED GOD, BUT THAT HE LOVED US, 
AND SENT HIS SON TO BE THE PROPITIATION FOR OUR SINS. 
1 John 4:10 


Sunday school income $63.68 Expenses $63.05. Balance 63 cents. 
Hanna Carlson, treasurer 
Sewing Society income, $89.25, given to the general treasury, 
Mrs, J. A. Johnson, treasurer 
Young People's Society income $401.49. Expenses $400.49 Balance $1.00 
This included payment for the new bell. 
Auditors: C, E, Hillstrom, C, Forsberg and S. Swanson 
Swedish school is to be held two months in town and one month in Flint Lake, 
The church board is to arrange services during the vacancy as they deem best, 
Conference delegate: August Lindwall. 
Synod delegate: None 
Student J, D, Danielson, chairman 
Charles E, Hillstrom, secretary 


February 12, 1895 


It was decided to renew the call to student J, D, Danielson with salary of 
$600 and Christmas offering. 
Swan Anderson, chairman 
C., E, Hillstrom, secretary 


April 16, 1895 


Pastor Augustus Olsson of Helena, Montana was called with 28 votes "yes" 


and 12 votes "no", Salary $600 and Christmas offering. 
Our sexton Charles Johnson resigned, John Samuelson was elected in his 
place, 


Pastor Hjalmer Douren, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 


July 24, 1895 
Pastor C, G. Lundell of Pecatonica, Illinois was nominated for call as our 
pastor at $600 with Christmas offering. 
The church board was named to collect 25 cent dues for the synod. 
The board was instructed to request Pastor Douren of Augsburg to assist us 
at services when possible during our vacancy, 
Pastor M, Frykman of Sycamore, 
Ill. served as chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 


September 24, 1895 


Swan Anderson was elected collector of outstanding unpaid membership dues, 
He requested to be freed of these duties. The church board was then named to 
make the best arrangement possible for this task, 
Pastor O, V. Holmgrain of Paxton, Illinois was nominated for call, Salary 
to be $600 and Christmas offering. 
Pastor H, F, Douren, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 


January 1, 1896 - annual meeting 


Deacons elected: Pete Lindell and J, August Hillstrom 

Trustees: Erland Lindahl and Charles Johnson 

Organist: Amy Swanson, at $60 and Easter offering 

sexton: Alexander Hogstrom at $60 and offering on Pentecost 


Conference delegate: P, J. Lindell 
Auditors: C, Pearson, Andrew Lindahl and Adolph Eliason 


= ‘37 
THOU WILT KEEP HIk IN PERFECT PEACE WHOSE MIND IS STAYED : 
ON THEE, BECAUSE KE TRUSTED IN THEE. Isaiah 26:3 


Treasurer: 
Balance, $41.65, 
Sunday school, 


Erland Lindahl 
Indebtedness, 
$67.45 income, 


Income, 9879.51 
gi,El4,4€, 
$49.05 expenses, $15.61 balance 
Theodore Carlson, treasurer 
$64.17 expenses, $91.63 balance, 
Amy Swanson, treasurer 
Sewing Society: $59.27 income. ¢9,&5 expenses, $49.42 balance, which 
was given to the general treasury. Mrs, C, LE, Hillstrom, treasurer 
The deacons are to contact all members whe have nct paid their dues, iz 
they cannot afford to pay, their membership will be kept intact on their agree- 
ment to pay in the future, 
Increasing the membership dues was considered but was tabled until the 
next meeting when Pastor Holmgrain will be here. 
Consideration of Swedish school was held up to await Pastor Holmgrain's 
arrival, 
It was decided to pay last year's 25 cents per member dues to the synod, 
The trustees were instructed to make needed repairs on the parsonage before 
arrival of Pastor Holmgrain. 


Expenses $837,86, 


Young People: $140.80 income. 


Pastor H. F. Douren, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 
February 5, 1896 

Charles Johnson declined to accept his election as trustee and was replaced 
by election of Jonas Johnson, 

The trustees reported at the year's beginning 176 members had paid their 
dues, namely 94 men and 82 women, Of those who did not pay, 31 men and 27 
women said they would pay, making a total of 234 paying members, 

Our expenses for the year are: 


$600 - Pastor's salary 
60 - Organist 
60 - Sexton 
116 - Interest on loan 
35 - Oil, etc., for lamps 
100 - Wood for furnace and stoves 
44 - 25 cent dues per member to synod 
75 - Unpaid dues to synod 
$1,090 - Total expenses 
Income: 
$376 - 94 men, dues at $4 
246 - 82 women, dues at $3 
40 - Collections 
60 - Sewing Society 
100 - Picnics, suppers, etc, 
$822 


This indicates expenses run $268 more than income, The trustees recommend 
that dues for men be increased by $1 and for women by 50 cents and that dues be 
paid by middle of each quarter or no later than end of the quarter. A motion to 
raise the dues was tabled until the next annual meeting, 

A motion was made that a collector be appointed to collect unpaid dues but 
this was revised to place the responsibility on the trustees, 

It was reported that the Young Pecple's Society turned $77.03 over to the 
general treasury, 


. 
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APART FROM THEE ALL GAIN IS LOSS 
ALL LABOR VAINLY DONE: 

THE SOLEMN SHADOW OF THY CROSS 
IS BETTER THAN THE SUN. Whittier 


It was decided that the offering on the third Sunday each month be paid 
to missions, 
The trustees requested permission to borrow $500 to pay on the note to 
Mrs, Minnie Anderson, 
C, E, Hillstrom resigned as trustee, 
Pastor 0.V. Holmgrain, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 


January 1, 1897 - annual meeting 


Deacons elected: Frank Anderson 

Trustees: Adolph Eliason 

Organist: Mrs, O, V. Holmgrain, at $60 and Easter offering 
Sexton: Andrew Nyquist, at $60 and offering on Pentecost 
STATISTICS : 


17 member children baptized 
8 non-member children baptized 
14 confirmed 
1 member couple married 
2 non-member couples married 
16 adults removed 
3 children removed 
9 adults died 
2 children died (one of these a non-member funeral) 
182 Communicant members 
Income: $1,081.90 Expenses: $1,030.69 Erland Lindahl, treasurer 
Debt at beginning of the year $1,761.23, At close of the year, $1,807.39 
Balance in treasury $46.16, 
Sunday school income, $69.23. Expenses $68,28, Balance 95 cents, 
Young People's Society: $132.01 income. $19.03 expenses, $112.98 balance 
Laura Gullstrom, treasurer 
Mission Society: $38.54 income, This was paid to the Illinois Conference, 
Auditors: Charles Pearson, John Lindell and John Lonnerberg, 
Pastor's salary to be $600 and Christmas offering. 
The pastor to serve the Hobart congregation one Sunday a month, every 
other month to be at the morning service, © 
Conference delegate: Deniel Lindahl, 
It was decided to take up a free will subscription to make up the deficiency 
in the general treasury, 
Arrangements for Swedish school were left to the church board, 
It was decided that the trustees should arrange for needed repairs to the 
church roof and rain water pipes but are not to expend more than $10. 


Pastor 0.V. Holmgrain, chairman 
neneminane maine Adolph Eliason, secretary 


January 20, 1897 


Jonas Johnson declined his election as trustee, J. A, Widman was elected 
in his place, . 
Pastor 0,V. Holmgrain, pastor 
Adolph Eliason, secretary 


July 28, 1897 
Pastor Holmgrain was granted a three-month leave of absence, 
Pastor Theorell of Augsburg was invited to fill-in by our having Sunday 


afternoon services, : 
Pastor Holmgrain, chairman 


A, Eliason, secretary 


os Re 
I WAS GLAD WHEN THEY SAID UNTO ME, 
LET US GO INTO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD - Psalm 122:1 


September 8, 1897: 

It was decided that the deacons would conduct the services during Pastor 
Holmgrain's absence, 

It was decided that the treasurer should remunerate Pastor Theorell for the © 
time he serves us, 


Lars Carlson, chairman 
Adolph Eliason, secretary 


January 3, 1898 - annual meeting 
STATISTICS : 


baptized 
confirmed 
new members 
moved away 
died 
couples married 
dropped 
176 communicant members 
Deacons elected: Swan Anderson and Fred Nelson 


MOWWN On 


Trustees: John Greandahl, Charles Pearson and Pete Lindell 
Organist: Mrs, 0, V, Holmgrain, $50 and Easter offering 
Sexton: John Nyquist, $60 and Pentecost offering 
Auditors: G. Rydeen, John Lonnerberg and Gust Johnson 


A committee of five were elected to consider whether Bethlehem and Augsburg 
should share the service of one pastor, Members are : Pete Lindell, Swan 
Anderson, August Hillstrom, Allen Lindahl and Frank Anderson, 
| It was decided that our share of the pastor's salary is to be $350 with 
aN Augsburg contributing also in conjunction with Zion of Michigan City. 
: Income was $636.69, Expenses $811,43, Deficit $175.74 
tes The debt is now $2,030.74 Allen Lindahl, treasurer 
$ Sunday School: Income $33.87. Expense $33.87, August Hillstrom,treasurer, 
Sewing Society: Income $69.20, which was givento the general treasury, 
Mrs. Swan Anderson, treasurer 
| Young People's Society: $207.13 income, $5.99 expenses, 
Laura Gullstrom, treasurer 
Mission Society: Income $22.94 which was sent to the Illinois Conference. 
Swan Anderson, treasurer 
It was decided to hold Swedish school and that the church board is to make 
the arrangements, 
It was decided to take one offering each month for missions - home and 
foreign, 
August Hillstrom was elected vice-superintedent of the Sunday school, 


Pastor O,V, Holmgrain, chairman 
Adolph Eliason, secretary 


February 3, 1898 

John Greandahl resigned as trustee and Gust Lindstrom was elected in his 
place, Charles Pearson resigned as trustee and C, G, Rydeen was elected, 

It was decided not to send a delegate to either conference or synod, 

It was decided that member dues are to remain the same, 

It was decided to pay the teacher for Swedish school $30 per month and 
that tuition for children remain the same, 
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JESUS SAID: .1 AM THE VINE, YOU ARE THE BRANCHES. John 15:5 


It was decided to have a picnic on the 4th of July and an oyster supper 
on Thanksgiving Day. 

It was decided to have a committee determine if the chimney can be re- 
paired or if a new one is needed and to report to the congregation, Members: 
Pastor Holmgrain, Fred Nelson and Swan Anderson, 


Pastor O.V,. Holmgrain, chairman 
Adolph Eliason, secretary 


January 9, 1899 - annual meeting 
Income: $886.91. Expenses $889.70. Debt January 1, 1898, $2,030.74 


January 1, 1899, $1,853.54. 
Mission Societys: Income $37.19, sent to the Illinois Conference. 
Young People's Society: Income $156.36. $100 of this was given to the 
general treasury. 
Women's Society: $74.50 income, given to the general treasury, 
Mrs, O.V. Holmgrain, treasurer 
Sunday school: A balance of $6.54 was reported in the treasury. 


Auditors: C, E, Hillstrom, Charles Kj81, Richard Anderson 
Deacons Elected: John Nelson and Peter Anderson 

Trustees: Frank Johnson, Erland Lindahl and Swan Anderson 
Organist: Mrs, O.V, Holmgrain, $50 and Easter offering. 
Sexton: John Nyquist, $60 and offering on Pentecost 


Pastor's salary: $600 and Christmas offering 

The pastor is to serve Hobart one Sunday each month for three months, 

The church board is to make arrangements for the Swedish school, 

It was decided to take a subscription to pay the church debt, Also that 
each member be given a subscription book, each to account for from $10 to $50 
per book, These books are to be paid for by October lst and turned over to 
the treasurer, Peter Lindell, 

It was decided that Pastor Holmgrain was to place the subscription books 
in the hands of all members, 

It was decided to hold services and Sunday school in the basement during 
the winter time, 

It was decided to pay one-half of our delegate's expenses to the confer- 
ence meeting in Rockford, 

It was decided the trustees should have the furnace repaired, 


Pastor O.V, Holmgrain, chairman 
Adolph Eliason, secretary 
Januar 1900 - annual meetin 
STATISTICS: 5 baptisms - member children 
ll baptisms - non-member children 
2 confirmed 
4 moved away - adult 
3 moved away - children 
2 adults and 1 child died 
7 couples married - 3 member and 4 non-member, 
5 dropped 
168 communicant members and 208 children 
Deacons elected: Frank Anderson 
Pastor's salary $475 with privilege to serve another congregation one 
Sunday per month, Hobart will pay $150 for this service, 
Organist: Mrs. O,V, Holmgrain, $50 and Easter offering 
sexton: Decided to divide this work among the members, with a 
committee of C, E, Hillstrom and August Hillstrom, 
It was decided to elect a committee to make arrangements for furnace re- 
pairs, namely: John Lindell and Erland Lindahl. 


adie 


MY MOUTH SHALL SPEAK OF WISDOM: AND THE MEDITATION OF MY HEART 
SHALL BE OF UNDERSTANDING, Psalm 49:3 
This inscription appears on Pastor Augustus Olsson's grave marker 
in Tampico, Illinois 


It was decided to take an offering every 3 months for the synod treasury, 
It was decided that arrangements for Swedish school by made by the board, 
Member dues are to be the same as last year, 
The trustees are to decide what repairs are needed on the church and to 
make a report, including the cost, at the next meeting, 
The treasurer reported income of $719.50 and expenses of $930.99. 
The debt January 1, 1899 was $1,853.54. January 1, 1900, $2,047.24, 
The Women's Society reported income of $148.35, $129.60 of this was 
paid to the general treasury and $10.25 to the Conference home missions, 
The Young People" s Society reported $53.04 income and $12.78 expenses, 
With previous year's balance, there is now $196.62 on hand, 
The Sunday school reported $54.26 income and the same amount of expense, 
The Mission Society received $19.33 for home mission and $9.67 for foreign 
mission, Balance on hand, $8.10. $29 was sent to the Illinois Conference, 
Auditors: John Lonnerberg, Charles Kj81 and John A, Christianson, 
QO, V. Holmgrain, chairman 
Adolph Eliason, secretary 


February 7, 1900 
August Hillstrom declined election as trustee, C, E, Hillstrom was elected 
in his place, but requested that he not be Teqeh red to collect dues on his route, 
Pastor 0, VY, Holmgrat.n tandersd his resignation and recommended that Pastor 
George Jonnson of Farmersville, Illinois, be called, 
The committee elected to have the furnace repaired did not fulfill its 
obligation. They were instructed to take some action, 
Deacon Swan Anderson was delegated to arrange for midweek meetings in the 
basement during the winter months and Frank Anderson during the springtime, 
Pastor 0O.V. Holmgrain, chairman 
C., E, Hillstrom, secretary 


March 7, 1900 

Pastor George A, Johnson of Farmersville, Illinois was called by unanimous 
vote to become our pastor, with salary of $600 and Christmas offering, An 
alternative plan was that he be paid $475 with the privilege of serving another 
congregation one Sunday a month, 

It was decided that Pastor Johnson's a serve as organist with a 
salary of $50 and offering on Easter Sunday. 

A committee of J, Widman, Fred Nelson, Peter Anderson and Alfred Widman 
arranged to collect funds to reimburse Pastor Johnson for his expenses, 


It was decided that Pastor Holmgrain and the deacons make arrangements for 
conduct of services during the vacancy, 


Pastor 0,V. Holmgrain, chairman 
Adolph Eliason, secretary 


May 9, 1900 


This meeting was requested by five members in good standing, for the purpose 

of: 

1, To decide how to get the furnace repaired, Also to decide what work is 
needed on the parsonage, The trustees were assigned this task which is 
to be completed before fall, 

2. To obtain a plan for decorating the church interior, The Young People 
will be asked to have this done before Pastor Johnson arrives. 

3. To decide regarding use of the church for non-member funerals 


42. 


GOD IS OUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH, A VERY PRESENT HELP IN TROUBLE - Psalm 46:1 


It was decided to build a larger chimney on the east side of the church, 
A committee of Fred Nelson, A, P. Norling and Gust Lindstrom was elected to 
carry out the assignment, This committee is to obtain bids from competent 
persons to do this work, and to determine the cost, 
The Young People's Society agreed to pay for needed repairs to the par- 
sonage and cistern, 
It was decided to consider the use of the church for non-member funerals 
at the next meeting, 
Gustaf Lindstrom, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 


August 7, 1900 

Richard Anderson was engaged to build the new chimney on the church, His 
pid was $49.75, The committee for this work is: Pastor George Johnson, Peter 
Lindell, Gust Lindstrom, Peter Anderson and Swan Anderson, 

The question regarding use of the church for non-member funerals was 
tabled until the next annual meeting, Pastor Johnson is to make a recommenda- 
tion, 

It was decided to thank the Young People's Society for having the church 
interior decorated, This is to be done from the pulpit on Sunday. 

It was decided to pay August Hillstrom for serving as organist during the 
vacancy, 

It was also decided that subscription books be called in for the first 
Sunday in September, 

Pastor George Johnson, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 
September 1 1900 

The treasurer reported $375 received by way of the subscription books, of 
which $294 was paid on the debt, 

It was decided to take a subscription for $1,800 so the whole debt can be 
paid, Pastor Johnson volunteered to take charge of this work, Notes are to 
be payable on or before March 25, 1901 without interest, If the whole note is 
not paid off by March 25, 1901 it shall become null and void, It is not to be 
announced how much each giver has given, These funds shall not be used for 
other purposes under any circumstance, 

Pastor George Johnson, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 


January 14, 1901 - annual meeting 
Pastor Johnson's report was optimistic regarding the effort to pay off 


the debt by March 1901, He spoke of the good attendance at morning worship 
services but said that evening services could be better attended, 
STATISTICS; 
ll member children baptized 
7 non-member children baptized 
14 confirmed 
6 new adult members and 5 children 
5 adult members: received on confession of faith, with 4 children 
9 adults and 7 children moved 
20 adults and 8 children dropped 
3 adults and 1 child died 
225 communicant members 
128 children 
INCOME: $ 38,51 - balance from previous year 
599.50 - membership dues 


A. 


HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, IS THE LORD OF HOSTS: THE WHOLE EARTH IS FULL OF HIS GLORY 
Isaiah 6:3 


$237.71 - Picnic and suppers 
293.21 - Sinking fund, subscribed for debt 
$1,168,93 - Total 
EXPENSES : 
$¢ 65,75 - sexton's salary 
475,00 - Pastor's salary 
535.92 - interest and other 
92,26 - balance 
$1,168.93 - total 
Debt at beginning of the year, $2,047.24 At close of the year, $1,670.00 
SINKING FUND FOR 1899: 
$395.50 - total subscribed 
$ 250,00 - paid on note at bank 
43,21 - to general treasury 
1.19 - postage 
101,10 - balance 
$395.50 
Young People's Society: $368.05 received, $321.02, decorating church 
40,00, paid on loan 
7.03, balance 
Women's Society: $95.10 income $27 to general treasury. $16 for new pump 
at east side of the church, $5.00 for missions, $47,10, balance 
Sunday school: $38.92, income. $29.66 paid out. $9.26 balance 
Deacon's report on collections: $33.38 for congregation, $76.34 for missions, 
A, P, Norling, collector of delinquent dues, received $30.50 from members who 
could not do their share of the sexton's work, $25 of this was paid to the 
organist and $5.00 to trustee for Chesterton route, 

Pastor's salary to be $475 and Christmas offering. 

Organist: Alma Johnson, $50 and Easter offering. 

Deacons elected: Peter Nelson and J, August Hillstrom 

Trustees: C. E, Hillstrom, Chesterton route, Gust Lindstrom, Burdick 

route and C, E, Holm, north route, 

Conference delegate: Peter Lindell 

$60 was voted for a sexton salary and an offering on lst Sunday in October, 
A, P, Norling to collect $1 from each male member and 50 cents from each female 
member to pay this salary. A committee to collect these dues: 

A, P, Norling - town route Charles Anderson - Burdick route 

Andrew Larson - north route Sexton Lindell - south route 
Any contributions over the amount needed will go to the general treasury. 

The women are to clean the church four times each year, 

Sexton elected: August Hillstrom 

A charge of $5 for non-member funerals is to be made, 

A charge of $5 for use of the church by the High school for commencement 
exercises is to be made, No changes in church arrangement are to be made by 
the school, . 

Three months of Swedish school are to be held - 1$ in Flint Lake and 13 in 
town, $30 to be paid the teacher - a student from the seminary to be called 
for this, 

It was decided to pay one half of the 25 cents per member dues to the 
synod this year and to pay in full next year, Each member to pay 50 cents a 
year for this purpose, 

It was decided that C, E, Hillstrom, treasurer of the Sinking Fund, be 
freed from his responsibility to the Fund, 

The church board is to arrange with Hobart to avail themselves of Pastor 
Johnson's service one Sunday per month. 


hy 


THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM: AND THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE HOLY IS UNDERSTANDING - Proverbs 9:10 


A vote of thanks was given Pastor Johnson for his efforts toward retir- 
ing the church debt and to the Young People's Society for their good work in 
paying the cost of decorating the church and parsonage, 

Pastor George A, Johnson, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 
January 1 1902 - annual meetin 

The pastor's report states attendance Sunday mornings has been very good 
but evening service attendance has been disappointing, 

60 children are in the Sunday school with 9 teachers, 

Summer school was held six weeks in town and six weeks in Flint Lake, 

The entire board has met once, The board of deacons and the trustees 
have each had four meetings. 

Peter Nelson moved away and his place on the board of deacons was taken 
by Swan Anderson, 

“All but $15 of the $1,600 subscribed for payment on the debt has been paid, 
STATISTICS: 

9 baptisms - member children 
baptisms - non-member children 
confirmed 
couples married 
adults and 3 children joined church 
adults and 4 children moved away 
adults and 1 child died 
non-member funerals 
212 adult members and 136 children 

Auditors: Emil W, Nelson, John Lonnerberg and Charles Kj8l. 
Income, $1,005.79 - member dues and other sources, 
1,600,00 - subscription for debt -- total, $2,605.79 
Expenses: $1,706.00 - Debt and interest 
673.01 - Salaries 
52.74 - To conference 
21,00 - One-half of synod dues 
89,25 - Various 
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63.79 - Balance --- total, $2,605.79 C E Hillstrom,treas, 
Young People's Society: $172.49, income. $169.10, expenses 
Balance, $3,39 C.E, Hillstrom, Tres, 


Women's Society: $130.90, income, $125.90, expenses, Mrs, Geo,Johnson, Treas, 

Sunday school: $45,21, income. $31.07, expense, $14,14, balance, 

The Young People paid $65 and the Women paid $75 on the church debt, 

It was decided that the treasurer should pay $56.25 due the synod on our 
obligation for 1901 and to keep up to date year by year in the future, 

Pastor's salary to be $475 and Christmas offering 

Deacons elected: John Nelson, Swan Anderson and J, Carlson 


Trustees: August Olson, Emil W, Nelson 
Organist: Alma Johnson, $50 and Easter offering, 
Sexton: S. Johnson, $75 and Pentecost offering 


Summer school to be arranged by the church board, 
Pastor George A, Johnson, chairman 
--------------------- C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 
February 13, 1902 


C, A, Johnson elected deacon in place of Lars Carlson, resigned 
Conference delegate, Swan Anderson 
It was decided to paint the exterior of the church and to repair the tower 
So rain water does not get in, Pastor Johnson, chairman 
August Olson, secretary 


ad 
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ASK, AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN YOU; SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND; KNOCK, 
“ AND IT SHALL BE OPENED UNTO YOU - Matthew 7:7 
January 12, 1903 - annual meetin 


The pastor's report indicteu church services had been well attended but 
members were not attending communion services as they should, 

The Sunday school was well attended but more of the adults would benefit 
by attending also as would the children be better off by attending the worship 
services, 

Free summer school was available to the children for the first time, Lt 
was held four weeks, 

The young people have not participated so very well and better things are 
hoped for and needed, 

STATISTICS : 
8 member children baptized - 3 non-member 
16 confirmed 
3 couples married 
4 new members 
14 moved away 
5 member funerals 
4 non-member funerals 
224 adult members and 133 children 

Treasurer's report: $919.82 income and same amount expended, Unpaid 
accounts are $54.50 on 1902 synod dues and $23.66 to Swan Johnson, Total un- 
paid ayaed dues are now $167.85 for 1901 and 1902, C. E. Hillstrom, treasurer. 

Women's Society: Income, $74.06 Expended $67.50. Mrs, Geo, Johnson, Treas, 

Luther League: (lst year so named) Income $71.71. Expenses $45.81, 

Balance $25.90, Amanda Johnson, treasurer, 

Sunday school: Income $48.22 Expenses $42.24, $5.98 balance, 

Jennie Anderson, treasurer 

Deacons elected: Frank Anderson and Gust Lindstrom, 

Pastor's salary: $475 and Christmas offering 


Treasurer: Charles Pearson 
Organist: Alma Johnson, $50 and Easter offering 
Sexton: David Johnson, $50 and Pentecost offering 


The women are to scrub the church, The sexton 
will be excused from sawing the wood, 
If the pastor teaches the summer school he will be paid $20 per month, 
If the children pay more in dues he will receive that also, 
A committee was elected to determine repairs needed on church and the cost. 
The members will be C, Kj81, Fred Nelson, Richard Anderson and all trustees, 
Conference delegate: Peter Lindell 
Auditors: John Lonnerberg, Sexton Lindell and C, E, Nelson, 


Pastor George Johnson, chairman 
Charles Pearson, secretary 
January 11, 1904 - annual meeting 
Pastor Johnson opened the meeting with Psalm 119 followed by prayer, (*) 
Two-thirds of the congregation has been faithful in regular attendance 
at the morning worship services, The other third has attended, but not so 
regularly, A few have been absent consistently. 
Evening services are poorly attended, Communion services are not well 
attended, It is difficult to understand why God's gift is so neglected in 
the communion, 
Sunday school is well attended but parents should attend with their children, 
STATISTICS: 
6 member children baptized and 1 non-member child, 
(*) Psalm 119 - Blessed are they that are perfect in the way, who walk in the 
law of the Lord, 
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REMEMBER THY CREATOR IN HHE DAYS OF THY YOUTH, BEFORE THE EVIL 
DAYS COME, AND THE YEARS DRAW NIGH, WHEN THOU SHALT 
SAY, I HAVE NO PLEASURE IN THEM, Ecclesiastes 12:1 


1 new member 
4 member funerals and 2 non-member funerals 
3 dropped 
212 adult members and 125 children 
Auditors: John Lonnerberg, C, E, Hillstrom and Albert Norling 
Income, $1,416.90, Expense $1,416.90, Unpaid accounts: $200 to 
Chesterton Bank and $63,65 to Nathan Demass, 
Women's Society: Income, $99.68, Expense, $99.68. Mrs, Geo, Johnson, treas, 
Luther League: Income, $115.55. Expense, $115.55. Frank Anderson, treas, 
Sunday school: Income, $39.00. Expense, $34.45. Jennie Anderson, treas. 
Societies showing same expense as income each made a contribution of their 
balance to the general treasury. 
Deacons elected: August Hillstrom and C, A. Johnson 


Trustees: Louis Isbey and C, A, Anderson 

Pastor's salary: $500 and Christmas offering 

Organist: Alma Johnson, $50 and Easter offering 

Sexton: Alex Hogstrom, $60 and Pentecost offering 

Conference delegate: John Nelson 

There will be a mission meeting June 24th, We will celebrate our 25th 


anniversary at that time, 
The next "Julotta" (early Christmas morning 5:30 A.M. service) will be in 
Hobart, The New Year's Eve service will be in Chesterton, 


Pastor George Johnson, chairman 
Saar mnie ea Charles Pearson, secretary 
September 7, 1904 

Pastor George Johnson resigned since the January 11, 1904 meeting, so 
this meeting was called to consider a candidate to fill the vacancy, C. K, 
Hillstrom presented a resolution that since Pastor Johnson would not be leav- 
ing until the close of November that we delay the calling of a pastor and in- 
stead call a theological student, Axel Anderson, from the seminary in Rock 
Island to serve during the Christmas season and if the congregation then feels 
that he would be satisfactory that we call him at our annual meeting so that 
he could accept our call upon ordination if he feels so inclined, 

However, Swan P, Johnson moved that Pastor C E Cesander of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut be called, 

Both motions were seconded, It was then moved by Mr. Hillstrom that 
the call to student Anderson be first acted upon and in the event he de- 
clined, that president Gustaf Andreen of the seminary recommend a suitable 
candidate in the seminary for a call. This motion was carried, 

The furnace repair committee had not yet completed its work, so it was 
decided if repairs were not possible, the committee determine the cost of a 
new furnace, The committee was allowed to spend $50 in repair of the furnace, 

Pastor George Johnson, chairman 
Charles Pearson, secretary 


November 9, 1904 


This meeting was held to call a pastor, It was decided to call Pastor 
Victor Setterdahl of Joliet, The salary to be $475 if he also serves Hobart, 
Otherwise it would be $600 with a Christmas offering. 

C. E, Hillstrom volunteered the service of his daughter to serve as 
organist during the vacancy, without pay. This was accepted, 

Pastor George Johnson, chairman 
Charles Pearson, secretary 


aly? 


O GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD: FOR HE IS GOOD: BECAUSE 
HIS MERCY ENDURETH FOREVER - Psalm 118:1 


January 11, 1905 - annual meeting 

C, E, Hillstrom moved that student Axel Anderson be recognized to have 
the privilege of the floor, 

Student Anderson then gave his report in which he referred to Pastor 
George A, Johnson having moved to Crystal Falls, Michigan, He also referred 
to the coming of Pastor Setterdahl at an early date, 

The attendance during the vacancy has fallen off somewhat, However, 
during the year there has been improvement in attendance at communion services, 

60 children are enrolled in the Sunday school, with 11 teachers, 

Summer school was held four weeks with Alma Johnson serving as teacher, 

20 were confirmed on Pentecost Sunday. 

Parents are urged to teach their children in the home, 

The deacons have held four meetings, 

One member has been excommunicated on account of living an unchristian life, 


STATISTICS: 
222 adult members and 121 children 
f 7 member children baptized and 9 non-member children 


20 confirmed 

2 adults received and 5 children 

12 adult and 1 child funerals 

1 excommunicated 

bi 2 couples married 
E The Women's Society has continued active and the Willing Workers Sewing 
2 Society has met once a week, The women's Society gave $54.70 to the general 
treasury and $10 to missions, 


INCOME: $500.87 - member dues EXPENDITURES: $461.50 - Pastor's Salary 
70.27 - collections 45,85- organist salary 
64.70 - Women's society 60.00 - sexton's salary 
47,45 - Willing Workers 46,10 - to Axel Anderson 
11,50 - Luther League 61.42 - Missions 
30.12 - Congregational picnic 48,75 - decorating 
_ 86,61 - suppers 152.90 - other 
75.00 - loan from Chesterton Bank 8,82 - balance 
$885.52 - Total $885.52 - Total 
Indebtedness: Chesterton Bank, $359,34 
Auditors: John Lonnerberg, Jonas Johnson and Richard Anderson 
Deacons: Swan Anderson and John Nelson 
| Trustees: Emil W, Nelson and John Lindell 
Organist: Hazel Hillstrom, $50 and Easter offering 
Sexton: Adolph Vedell, $60 and Pentecost offering 


Conference delegate: Swan Anderson 


It was decided the trustees and deacons are to do something about our 
obligation to the synod, 


It was decided the trustees should have the parsonage in good condition 
for the arrival of Pastor Setterdahl and his family. 


Student Axel Anderson, chairman 
Charles Pearson, secretary 
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FORGET NOT THAT ONE DAY IS WITH THE LORD AS A THOUSAND 
YEARS AND A THOUSAND YEARS AS ONE DAY. 2 Peter 3:8 


September 21, 1905 
This meeting was called to consider the church debt of $359 and the in- 


stallation of a furnace in the parsonage, Stoves have been used in the par- 
sonage heretofore, 

It was decided to take a subscription, Pastor V, Setterdahl offerred to 
do this, 

It was decided to install a furnace in the parsonage, with cost not to 
go beyond $125. A basement will need to be dug for this, The work is to 
be donated by our members, The committee elected to oversee this work was: 

Frank Anderson, John Lonnerberg. Swan Anderson and Charles Pearson, 

G. Holmberg requested permission to display his art exhibit in the church, 
(called "Moving Picture") Half of the income is to go to the church to help 
pay for the parsonage furnace, 

It was decided to charge an admission fee of 10 cents to those who attend 
the Children's Christmas program, All under age of 14 to enter free, 

The Luther League requested permission to hold a music festival in the 
church, with an admission fee to be charged, 

Pastor V, Setterdahl, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary pro tem 
January 8, 1906 - annual meeting 
STATISTICS: 5 member children baptized and 6 non-member children 
20 adults received and 5 children 
l moved away 
none confirmed 
3 non-member funerals 
231 adult members and 134 children 

Services have been well attended, 

A summer festival was held by the congregation in August. Income, $90. 

The Children's Christmas festival was held December 27th. 70 children 
took part in presenting an interesting program, Income $28.30 

The Sunday school could be larger if the congregation were not spread 
over so large a territory. 

The Women's Society income was $95.25 of which $75.25 was given to the 
general treasury and $20 to the Conference Missions, 

A Women's Society has been started in Flint Lake, It turned $4.75 over 
to missions, 

The Luther League met each month, featuring the literary in programming, 
and held several small festivals, They loaned $10,50 to the choir to buy 
music, Their income was $42,00, 

Swedish school was held six weeks, 18 children attended (the writer 
was one), Violet Setterdahl was the teacher, The children paid $17,88 for 
tuition, The congregation paid $15.62, The total of $33.50 was given to 
the teacher, 

The Church Board on April 15th decided to hold at least one English 
service per month on a Sunday evening. This has been done, 

The 30 cents per member dues have been sent to the Conference treasurer, 
However, the 25 cents per member to the synod has not been paid, 

A meeting held in LaPorte by Grand Rapids, Cadillac and LaPorte districts 
requested the Illinois Conference and also the synod for permission to organize 
a new conference, Each local congregation is to vote at its next annual meet- 
ing on this action, 

The church board held four meetings, one with the Sunday school teachers, 
to discuss the children's festival. 


4.9. 

O THE DEPTH OF THE RICHES BOTH OF THE WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE OF GOD! HOW UNSEARCH- 
ABLE ARE HIS JUDGMENTS, AND HIS WAYS PAST TRACING OUT! FOR WHO HATH KNOWN THE 
MIND OF THE LORD? OR WHO HATH BEEN HIS COUNSELLOR? OR WHO HATH FIRST GIVEN TO 


HIM, AND IT SHALL BE RECOMPENSED AGAIN? FOR OF HIM, AND THROUGH HIM, AND UNTO 


HIM, ARE ALL THINGS, TO HIM BE THE GLORY FOR EVER, AMEN, Romans 11:33-36 
TREASURER'S REPORT: Income $939,45 Expended: $1,019.04 
Picnic & oyster supper 134.70 150.55 collections pd.out 
Subscription 286.25 186.63 to synod 
Other 34.00 38.18 balance 
$1,394.90 Total $1,394.40 Total 


Women's Society: Income, $100. $20 to missions and $80 to general treasury, 
Luther League: Income $56.95. Expenses $14.95 Balance $42.00 
Sunday school: Income $45.44 Expenses $36.61 Balance $ 8,83 
It was decided to have five routes, The southwest will be the new one, 
and this will add one trustee to the board to represent the new route, 
Deacons elected: L. J. Greandahl 


Trustees: C, E. Holm and C, E, Hillstrom 
Organist: Hazel Hillstrom, $60 and Easter offering 
Sexton: Adolph Vedell, $65 and Pentecost offering 


Conference delegate: P, J, Lindell 

Dues to remain $4 for men and $3 for women, 

The congregation voted in favor of forming a new conference, 

It was decided that the 25 cent dues to the synod be sent in for 1905 
and that this account be paid each year without action by the congregation, 

It was decided to paint over the lower portion of the altar painting so 
that all will harmonize. (Editor's note: the lower portion of the painting 
was considered in bad taste, The painting was later replaced in 1911) 

The women were authorized to hold a bazaar, 

Auditors: C, E, Hillstrom, John Lonnerberg and Frank Anderson, 

Pastor V, Setterdahl, chairman 


C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 
Peres SOG Hee ee eee 


It was decided to continue English services once a month, 
It was decided to buy 12 copies of the English hymnal, with notes and 
24 copies without notes, 
It was decided to buy bibles for gifts to all confirmands, 
Pastor V, Setterdahl, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 


January 14, 1907 - annual meeting 
It was decided to send $32.25 to the Conference on our account for 1906, 


STATISTICS : 
6 member children baptized and 5 non-member children 
26 confirmed, the largest class to date 
3 couples married 
15 adults received 
13 children received 
3 adults moved away 
8 adult and 1 child funerals 
2 adult and 2 children non-member funerals 
261 adult members and 122 children 
Morning services have been well attended, Four communion services have 
been held, The pastor conducted five morning services at Augsburg, 
The Women's Society held 12 meetings and income was $94.83 of which $25 
was given to missions, The Flint Lake women received $15, 
The 25 cent dues to the Conference have been paid for 1906 and also the 
dues to the synod, 


The bazaar in February earned $210 net, The year's income was the highest 
on record and no subscription was taken, 
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I WILL LIFT UP MINE EYES UNTO THE MOUNTAINS: FROM WHENCE SHALL MY HELP COME? 
MY HELP COMETH FROM THE LORD, WHO MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, Psalm 121:1-2 


A collection was taken for Augustana Church in Hyde Park, Chicago, and 
amounted to $50.75. 

Sunday school has been held every Sunday except the four on which com- 
munion service was held, 

57 children are enrolled in the Sunday school, with 8 teachers, 

A festival was held in Jonas Johnson's woods (presently location of the 
A.T. & T. building) on June 23rd, Another was held on Christmas Day in the 
evening. A 10 cent admission charge was paid by all over 14 years old, and 
amounted to $27.40, This was the children's Christmas Festival, 

The Luther League has not held regular meetings due to members being 
spread over so large an area and many work in Chicago, The few meetings held 
at homes in the country have had excellent attendance, 

The church board held six meetings. 

Auditors: John Lonnerberg, Frank Anderson and Peter Lindell, 
TREASURER'S REPORT: 


Income: $664,50 - member dues Expenses: $748,00 - salaries 
260.51 - collections 228.38 - offerings for 
364,94 - from societies special purposes 
126,17 - special events 69.75 - welfare 
22,00 - diverse 64,26 - special purposes 
38.18 - balance 259.18 - diverse 
106.73 - balance 
$1,476.30 - total $1,476.30 - total 


Women's Society: Income $110, $25 to missions and $85 to general treasury. 
Luther League: Income $113.09. $12.20 expenses. $100.89 balance, 

Sunday school - Income: $66,61,. Expenses $43.77. $22.84 balance, 

Debts: $497.66 to Augustana College, portion of our assessment not paid. 
Deacons elected: Charles Johnson and Edward Danielson 


Trustees: Charles F, Sederberg and Charles A, Anderson 
Organist: Etta Setterdahl, $60 and Easter offering, 
Sexton: Adolph Vedell, $75 and Pentecost offering, 


Pastor's salary: $700 and Christmas offering, 

A motion to raise the church membership dues 50 cents was lost, Dues 
will remain $4 for men and $3 for women, 

It was decided not to send a delegate to the district meeting unless 
Someone would go at their own expense, 

Conference delegate: John A, Widman 

Ushers elected: E, W, Nelson and August Hillstrom 

Summer school arrangements to be made by the church board, 

It was decided to move the big organ from the balcony to the front left 
side of the church, The small organ to be moved to the basement, The small 
organ now in the basement is to be sold, 

It was also decided to move the hymn boards so one will be on each side of 
the church at side of the small doors in front. 

It was decided that the Women's Society and the Luther League undertake 
to complete the basement (north half) and to install a new furnace, The 
trustees are to support the efforts and that plans be completed before work is done, 

It was decided to take a subscription to pay off debt to Augustana College 
and that Pastor Setterdahl take this subscription. 


Pastor Victor Setterdahl, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 


— -— 


ail 
THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD, I SHALL NOT WANT. 


January 13, 1908 - annual meetin 

The pastor read his annual report, In it he referred to another year 
in Bethlehem's activity having become a part of history. 

Seven Sunday afternoon services have been held in Flint Lake, Since 
roadways have been improved it is hoped the members in Flint Lake will at- 
tend the services in town, 

STATISTICS: 
12 member children and 5 non-member children baptized, 
10 confirmed 
9 couples married 
4 adult member funerals and 3 child funerals 
7 non-member funerals 
8 adults and 2 children received 
12 adults and 6 children moved away 
3 adults dropped 
; 249 adult members 
7 141 child members 
The board has held four meetings, 
The Sunday school teachers held two meetings. 
In August the Sunday school had an outing at Lake Michigan, (the writer 
was present, ) 
The Christmas Festival was on the evening of Christmas Day, 10 cents 
admission was paid by all over age 14, $23.10 was realized, 
50 children are enrolled in the Sunday school, More would be there 
but have no way of transportation, 
- The Women's Society held 12 meetings. An extra meeting was held in 
E behalf of the synod mission society at which $7,30 was received for that 
‘purpose, The Flint Lake women also met during the year and received $15.85 
at their meetings, . 
$65 was received through subscription for completion of the basement's 
unfinished part, (the north end) 
: A heating plant was installed at a cost of $104.03 and is paid for, The 
Luther League paid $60 and the rest was borrowed, 
_ «~-The pastor expressed thanks for the generous Christmas offering and for 
other gifts at Christmas, 
; Auditors: John Lonnerberg, Frank E, Anderson and Peter Lindell, 
INCOME: $106.73 - 1906 balance EXPENSE; $835.00 - salaries 


Psalm 23:1 


720,00 - member dues 210.02 - collections for 
239.02 - offerings special purposes 
165.15 - from societies 24,75 - welfare 
83,81 - special events 62.75 - 25 cent dues to Conf, 
116,55 - diverse 298,63 - diverse purposes 
-ll - balance 
$1,431.26 - total $1,431.26 - total 
<i Women's society: Income $165,15 Expense: $104.14 - material for basement 
7 53.71 - labor for basement 
7.30 - Synod Women's Mission 
$165.15 Society 
Luther League: Income $44,10, Expense: $60 paid on new furnace, $18.56 
other expense, $66.43 balance, $144,99, total, 
Sunday School: Income $68,68, Expense: $15 for missions, $39.60 S.S. supplies, 
; $14.08, balance, Total $68.68 
i Debts: $497,66, Augustana College and Theological Seminary, $10.26 interest 


; on above, 
Ts Pastor's salary: $700 and Christmas offering, 


« 50... 


THEN CAME PETER AND SAID TO HIM, LORD, HOW OFT SHALL MY BROTHER 
SIN AGAINST ME, AND I FORGIVE HIM? UNTIL SEVEN TIMES? 
JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, I SAY NOT UNTO THEE, UNTIL 
SEVEN TIMES: BUT UNTIL SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN 
Metthew 18:21-22 


Deacons elected: Gust Lindvall, John Lindstrom and Swan Anderson, 

Organist: Etta Setterdahl, $60 and Easter offering, 

Sexton: Adolph Vedell, $75 and Pentecost offering, 

Conference delegate: Swan Anderson 

LaPorte District delegate: Jonas Johnson 

Approval was given for a bazaar to be held by the Women's Society, 
Luther League, Sunday school and the congregation, 

The trustees were directed to send $22 to home missions for 1907, 


Pastor V, Setterdahl, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 


September 25, 1908 
A committee was elected to obtain and install a hard coal furnace - 


the members are: August Hillstrom, Fred Nelson, Pastor Setterdahl, Charles 
A, Anderson and C, E, Holm, 
The Women's Society was requested to finance the laying of a floor in 
the unfinished part of the basement, 
If sufficient funds are not available for these improvements the trustees 
were authorized to borrow the amount needed, 
Pastor V, Setterdahl, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 


January 11, 1909 - annual meeting 
Charles A, Anderson was elected secretary 


STATISTICS: 6 member and 3 non-member children baptized 
4 communion services were held 
4 meetings were held by the Board of Deacons 
2 meetings were held by the Board of Trustees and Deacons 
4 meetings were held by the Board of Trustees 
15 confirmed 
8 adults and 1 child received 


7 adults and 1 child moved away 

2 adult and 1 child funerals 

4 adult and 1 child non-member funerals 
259 adult members and 132 children 

The Sunday school highest attendance during the year was 51, Catechism 
and bible history were the main subjects for study, Two festivals were held 
during the year, on August 12th and Christmas day when the Christmas program 
was presented in the evening. Many children who live in the country do not 
get to attend Sunday school, 

The Luther League has met each month - sometimes in the church and other 
times at homes in the country, Meetings have been well attended, During 
the year a piano was purchased for $125 from August Gustafson, (This piano 
was a good one and was not disposed of until 1954, It was a Hamilton) 

The Women's Society held 11 meetings and gathered $78.07, $11.20 was 
given to the general treasury for Conference missions and $25 for general use 
of the congregation, 

The Flint Lake women raised $16 which was given to the general treasury. 

The bazaar held in March brought in $349.57. Expenses were $64.19 so 
the net income was $285,38 which was given to the general treasury, 
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CONSIDER THE LILIES OF THE FIELD, HOW THEY GROW - THEY TOIL NOT, NEITHER 
DO THEY SPIN, YET I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT EVEN SOLOMON IN ALL HIS 
GLORY WAS NOT ARRAYED LIKE ONE OF THESE, Matthew 6:28 


The pastor thanked the congregation for the gift of $92.50 on Thanksgiving 
Day and the Christmas offering of $38.50. 

The treasurer, Swan Anderson, reported total income of $1,576.02 and ex- 
penses of $1,596.44, 

Deacons elected: Charles A, Lawrence and Swan Anderson 


Trustees: Par A, Johnson and Frank Anderson 
Organist: Naomi Setterdahl, $60 and Easter offering 
Sexton: Adolph Vedell, $75 and Pentecost offering 


Pastor's salary: $700 and Christmas offering 

Membership dues: $4 for men and $3 for women 

Conference delegate: Swan Anderson 

The trustees are to make repairs to the summer kitchen, 

The trustees are to install posts and railing at the south end of the 
church for tying horses, 

The Luther League was thanked for their gift of a piano and help in paying 
for the new furnace, 

Auditors: Charles Pearson, C, E, Hillstrom, Charles A, Lawrence and 

John Lonnerberg. 

Charles Pearson was appointed teller, 

A request was to be made that our obligation to Augustana College and 
Theological Seminary be reduced from $507.92 to $200 with our promise that 
money needed to pay this will be borrowed, 

The Church Board is to make necessary arrangements for Swedish school, 

When the church is permitted to be used by others it will be with the 
understanding that hand clapping will not be permitted, 


INCOME: $737.95 - member dues $ 11.71 - subscription 
285.38 - bazaar 185.00 - Luther League 
$1,023.04 - total 25.00 - Women's Society 


16,00 - Flint Lake women 
271.00 - Offerings 
ao - Sunday school 
$1,576.12 - total of both columns 
Pastor Victor Setterdahl, chairman 
Charles A, Anderson, secretary 


June 28, 1909 
Pastor Victor Setterdahl having resigned, Pastor S, H, Newman of Burnside, 
Iowa was nominated for call, The vote was unanimous, there being 42 votes cast, 
The salary is to be $700 and Christmas offering. 
It was decided that Pastor Setterdahl be permitted to serve the new church 
in Gary on Sunday afternoons and a weekday evening, 
It was decided that a festival be held at the close of August instead of 
on the 4th of July. 
Pastor Victor Setterdahl, chairman 
C, A, Anderson, secretary 


August 3, 1909 

Miss Hazel Hillstrom was elected to serve as organist when Pastor Setterdahl 
moves away, Naomi Setterdahl is the present organist. A salary of $20 and an 
offering to be paid for the remainder of the year, 

Pastor J. F, Borg of South Bend was nominated to be called, 17 voted "yes" 
and 11 "no", He was not called, A two-thirds vote was required, 

Pastor Setterdahl is to invite Pastor M, LeVander of Creston, Iowa to con- 
duct a service with the possibility of being given a call, 


Pastor V, Setterdahl, chairman, C, Pearson, secy. 
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WHAT IS MAN, THAT THOU ART MINDFUL OF HIM? AND THE SON 
OF MAN, THAT THOU VISITEST HIM? Psalm 8:4 


september 13, 1909 


Since Pastor M, LeVander had already accepted a call to a congregation 
in Nebraska, Pastor D, J, Lawrence of Stanton, :Iowa was nominated, He had 
conducted a service here September Ist, The vote to call him was unanimous, 
The salary to be $750 and Christmas offering. 

Our collectoy, Frank Anderson, is moving to Wyoming. In his place, 

C. E, Holm was elected, 


Pastor V, Setterdahl, chairman 
C. J. Anderson, secretary 


January 10, 1910 - annual meeting 

There was no pastor's report due to our pastor having moved away, The 
following reports were made: 
Treasurer's Report: 


Income: $281.54 - loan Expenses: $325.15 - to Conference 
639.60 - member dues 736.75 - Salaries 
30.06 - for home missions 63.48 - Home missions 
44.98 - offerings 1,83 - Foreign missions 
1,83 - for foreign missions 51.56 - various 
52.20 - rental of church 2,00 - to Synod 
155.43 - Women's Society 142.33 - maintenance 
36.32 - various 20.32 - debts 
84,41 - picnic and supper 28,41 - balance 
$1,372.26 - total $1,343.85 - total 
Women's Society: There were twelve meetings. Income, $93.00, Expense $66.55. 
Balance, $26.45, Mrs, C. E, Hillstrom, treasurer 


Sunday School: $12.79 balance, $15.05 collections, $9.55 Christmas festival, 
Expenses $24.81, Balance, $12.58, Esther Anderson, treasurer 
Deacons elected: C,. Johnson, Edw, Danielson, Peter Lindell and A, Forsberg, 


Trustees: C, Sederberg, Charles Pearson 

Organist: A, Gustafson, $60 and Easter offering 
Sexton: Adolph Vedell, $75 and Pentecost offering 
Conference delegate: Peter Lindell 

Synod delegate: Swan Anderson 

District delegate: Swan Anderson 


It was decided that we request Pastor J, E, Nystrom to serve the congre- 
gation until we receive a permanent pastor, 

It was decided to use the basement for services during the cold weather, 

Pastor J. B, Bennett was nominated for a call to be our pastor, The call 
was unanimous with 58 votes. (only men voted) Salary to be $700 and 
Christmas offering. 

The trustees are to arrange for needed repairs to the parsonage, 

The deacons are to arrange for Swedish school, (It was at this school 
the writer learned to improve his reading and understanding of Swedish, ) 

It was decided that the subscription of $261.25 taken up by Pastor 
Setterdahl be now collected by the deacons, This fund is to pay our obliga- 
tion to Augustana College and Theological Seminary. 

Auditors: John Lonnerberg, Arvid Forsberg and Gust Sederberg. 


Pastor J. E, Nystrom, chairman 
S. P. Johnson, secretary 
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GIVE ME NOW WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE, THAT I MAY GO OUT AND COME 
IN BEFORE THIS PEOPLE; FOR WHO CAN JUDGE THIS THY 
PEOPLE; THAT IS SO GREAT. 2 Chronicles 1:10 

Solomon's prayer 


June 14, 1910 
It was decided to permit the Luther League to install electric lights 
in the church, Pastor J.B. Bennett, chairman 
S. P, Johnson, secretary 


January 3, 1911 - annual meeting 


Pastor J. B. Bennett, who arrived in Chesterton on May lst, 1910, gave 
his annual report at this our 32nd annual meeting. Bethlehem must now be 
considered one of the older congregations, he said, He had served the 
congregation from 1889 until 1894, 

He expressed his thanks for the Christmas offering of $37, which he said 
was no doubt the largest ever, 

Until his arrival, Pastor J, E, Nystrom conducted services Sunday after- 
noons and Mr. S, P. Johnson conducted the Sunday school, Swedish continues 
to be used in the Sunday school but we can ill afford to postpone much longer 
the use of English, 

Regarding church attendance, Pastor Bennett stated some members were of 
the opinion he should feel satisfied so long as he received his salary, How- 
ever, he countered that once a person became a member of the church, having 
accepted God as his father and Christ as saviour, he should have the desire 
to be present at the service to hear His word proclaimed, Ge prayed that a 


new Pentecost would come over us to renew our faith and stir us to do His works, 


The Women's Society has continued active and contributed in many ways to 
be of encouragement, such as paying for the decorating of the parsonage at a 
cost of $85 and their contributions to missions, The Women's Society in 
Flint Lake also continues active, 

The Luther League has also continued a useful program, both intellectually 
and otherwise, Installing electric lighting in the church at a cost of 
$280.00 was their doing. 

Our young people also have a talent for singing and contribute much to 
our church service, 

STATISTICS: 5 member and 2 non-member children baptized 
2 couples married 
1 adult and 2 children received 
8 moved away | 
5 funerals 
260 adult members and 109 children 

While membership is 260 adults and 50 of these reside out of town due to 
their employment, attendance on Sunday mornings runs from 60 to 100, 

Auditors: Nils Olson, Emil Nelson and Richard Anderson 


TREASURER'S REPORT: $ 29,91 - 1909 balance $714.68 - salaries 
734.30 - member dues 117.56 - collections for 
134.65 - collections special purposes 


64,50 - Women's Society 218,03 - diverse 
82.91 - picnic & diverse 
4,00 - balance 


$1,050.27 - total $1,050.27 - total 
Debts: $300 to Charles Anderson and $87.25 other, 
Women's Society: $108,17 - member dues $85.20 - decorating parsonage 
54.25 - subscription 64,50 - to general treasury 
155.31 - bazaar 55.45 - missions 
4,00 - other 


108.58 - balance 
$317.73 - total $317.73 - total 


“Shin 


BECAUSE IF THOU SHALL CONFESS WITH THY MOUTH JESUS AS LORD, AND SHALL BELIEVE 
IN THY HEART THAT GOD RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD, THOU SHALT BE SAVED; FOR WITH 


THE HEART MAN BELIEVETH UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS; AND WITH THE MOUTH, CONFESSION 
IS MADE UNTO SALVATION, Romans 10:9-10 


Luther League: Income Expense: 
$ 35.91 - 1909 balance $ 76,15 - light fixtures 
38.99 - member dues 90,00 - electrical wiring 
87,00 - subscription 46,30 - other 
192.86 - various activities 142,31 - balance 
$354.76 - total $354.76 - total 


$125 indebtedness to C, H. Harvil, electrical contractor, 
Sunday school: Income, $12,58, 1909 balance, $84.48 collections 
Expense, 75.52 - materials 21.54 balance - total $97.96 
The pastor's salary was raised to $750 
Deacons elected: Swan Anderson and Arvid Forsberg 


Trustees: Richard Anderson and Walter Johnson 
Organist: August Gustafson, $60 and Easter offering 
sexton: August Gustafson, $55 and Pentecost offering 


District delegate: Swan P, Johnson 

Conference delegate: Swan Anderson 

Committee to consider member dues changes: Pastor J, B, Bennett, 

John A, Wedman, Nils Olson, C, E, Holm and C, E, Hillstron, 
It was decided to pay the 25 cent dues for 1910 to the Conference, 
It was decided to take a collection to purchase song books for the choir, 
Pastor J. B. Bennett, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 
January 4, 1912 - annual meeting 

The trustees and deacons held only two meetings during the year 1911. 

On December 18th these men discussed the possibility of Bethlehem and Augsburg 
again uniting into one parish, For this purpose a committee of two deacons 
and two trustees were named to pursue the subject and report to this meeting. 

The Sunday school has continued with six teachers and the pastor, There 
has been one class conducted in English, 

The Women's Society and the Luther League have truly been faithful and 
worked hard during the year, 

The Luther League has made possible the beautiful altar painting of 
Christ in Gethsemane that looks down upon us each Sunday, Lighted by hidden 
lights it preaches a silent effective sermon constantly. (Installed in 
June 1911), The Luther League has now promised to pay off the congregation's 
debt, (This was the first year the writer was a member of the Luther League, 
at the age of sixteen, ) (The writer was confirmed June 11, 1911 and attended 
the next annual meeting Jan, 4, 1912 and has missed few annual meetings since) 

The Women's Society in Flint Lake has also continued faithfully to meet, 

To all these societies our thanks go out for their works in the interest 
of the congregation's welfare, 

STATISTICS: 9 baptisms 
13 confirmed 
3 couples married 
1 member moved away 
261 adult and 105 children 
TREASURER'S REPORT: 


Income: $ 3,53 - 1910 balance Expenditures: $864.92 - salaries 
687.30 - member dues 155.45 - special 
226.05 - Women's Society purposes 
300.00 - loan 153.00 - cement walks 
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WHATSOEVER YE DO, IN WORD OR IN DEED, DO ALL IN THE NAME OF THE 
LORD JESUS, GIVING THANKS TO GOD THE FATHER THROUGH HIM. Colossians 3:17 


$335.21 - Collections $193.06 - diverse 
146,10 - Picnic and diverse 16,76 - balance 
$1,698.19 - total $1,698.19 - total 
Charles Pearson, treasurer 
Women's Society: $108.58 1910 balance $226.05 - to general treasury 
190.95 - income 39.65 - various 


33,83 - balance 
$299.53 - total $299.86 - total 


Mrs, Fred Nelson, treasurer 


Luther League: 142,31 - 1910 balance 100,00 - altar painting 
136.95 - 1911 income 168,92 - various 
5.17 - balance 
$279.26 - total $279.26 - total 
Arvid Forsburg, treasurer 
Sunday school: $ 21.54 - 1910 balance $ 73.69 - materials 
72.59 - 1911 income 20,44 - balance 
$ 94,13 - total $ 94,13 - total 


Clara Hillstrom, treasurer 
Total indebtedness of the congregation is $389.25, 

Auditors: Gust Lindstrom, P, J. Lindell and S. P. Johnson 

The committee to consider advisability of conducting our parish and 
Augsburg under one pastorate had discussed the matter with various members 
of Augsburg'’s board who felt it would first have to be sanctioned at a meet- 
ing of the congregation, It was decided that Pastor Bennett and the secre- 
tary should put the proposal in writing so it could be considered at Augsburg's 
next annual meeting. 

The committee previously named to consider changing member dues recommended 
that each man and wife choose from three set dues, namely $7, $10 and $12, That 
each single woman pay $3. A committee of P, J, Lindell, Gustaf Lindstrom, 

Lars J, Carlson, John A, Wedman and Louis Isbey were to contact all members to 
determine which class they were willing and able to accept, 

Deacons elected: Frank Anderson and S, P, Johnson 

Organist: Mrs, John Lindell, $60 and Easter offering 

Sexton: Verne Vedell, $60 and Pentecost offering. The women 

to assist in scrubbing of church floors, 

Pastor's salary: $750 and Christmas offering, 

District delegate: Swan Anderson 
‘ Conference delegate: Gust Lindstrom 

Arrangements for Swedish school were left to the Deacons, 
To prevent heat from going through the ceiling into the attic above, the 
trustees were authorized to lay tarpaper in the attic above the ceiling, 
The proposal to share the service of one pastor with Augsburg was voted 
down at the Augsburg annual meeting January 6, 1912, 
Pastor J, B, Bennett, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 


March 12, 1912 


This meeting was held to reach a determination regarding member dues, The 
committee had recommended three grades of dues for man and wife; namely, $7, 
$10 and $12, each family to determine which they were willing and able to accept, 
The committee was unable to come to a conclusion and has referred it back 
to the congregation, A thorough discussion took place after which the question 
was tabled until the next annual meeting, 
Pastor J, B, Bennett, chairman 
C, E, Hillstrom, secretary 
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DO NOT LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURES ON EARTH, WHERE MOTH AND RUST CON- 

SUME AND WHERE THIEVES BREAK IN AND STEAL, BUT LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES 

TREASURES IN HEAVEN, WHERE NEITHER MOTH NOR RUST CONSUME AND WHERE THIEVES 

DO NOT BREAK IN AND STEAL, FOR WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE WILL YOUR 
HEART BE ALSO, Matthew 6:19-21 


January 3, 1913 - annual meeting 


We have been blest in the past year both spiritually and economically, 
said Pastor Bennett in his annual report, We are without debt once again, 
and an optimism pervades within the congregation so that those who stand 
without are more easily persuaded to become one of us, 

In regard to the debt, no one believed it possible in the beginning of 
the year that it could be paid off within the year, However, one again 
the old motto "where there is a will there is a way" was proven true, We 
not only paid the debts but ended the year with a combined balance on hand 
of $443.29, Yet we have not paid our 25 cent dues per member to the Con- 
ference, In response to our request to be excused from paying this we were 
told that no congregation was excused, So it is necessary for us to make 
a decision, 

The Sunday school could be better attended, Only the parents can make 
this possible, With their help, the year 1913 could become very encouraging. 

The continued use of the Swedish language is an important item, However, 
parents shoujd have their children at their side at morning services if they 
wish them to become future faithful members, 

Another item needing attention is the action to be taken regarding rais- 
ing the membership dues by one dollar per adult member, This is an absolute 
need, 
STATISTICS: 3 member and 3 non-member children baptized 
8 confirmed 
4 couples married 
2 adults and 1 child received 
member and 2 non-member funerals 

268 adult and 99 child members 
TREASURER'S REPORT: 


i= 


Income: Expenditures: 
$16.76 - 1912 balance $870,00 - salaries 
654,00 - member dues 80.25 - home missions 
141,29 - collections 32.90 - bluderst¥ds treasury 
60,00 - loan 153.66 - coal, wood and lights 
404-89 - Women's society 435,00 - debt payment 
16.50 - rental of church for funerals 15.00 - repairs 
130.93 - Luther league 10,25 - diverse 
171.00 - bazaar 15.80 - balance 
17.50 - diverse 
$1,612.87 - total $1,612.87 - total 


Charles Pearson, treasurer 
Women's Society: 


Income: Expenditures: 
$33.83 - 1912 balance $ 394.89 - to general treasury 
107.11 - member dues 25.00 - home missions 
42,90 - supper and bazaar 8,10 - foreign missions 
8,10 - mission festival 25.94 - expenses at festivals 
53.55 - July 4th picnic 5.50 - balance 


209.69 - Thanksgiving bazaar 
4,25 - various 


$459.43 - total $459.43 - total 


Mrs, Fred Nelson, treasurer 
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HE THAT HATH TWO COATS, LET HIM IMPART TO HIM THAT HATH NONE, 
AND HE THAT HATH FOOD, LET HIM DO LIKEWISE, Luxe 3:11 


Luther League: Income: Expenditures: 
$ 5,17 - 1912 balance ‘ $ 7.17 - for Ericson fund in Rock Island 
73.52 - socials 73.52 - bibles for societies 
50.89 - July 4 picnic 50,89 - expenses at festivals 
88,31 - bazaar 88,31 - to general treasury 
$217.89 - total $217.89 - total 
Sunday school: 
Income: Expenditures: 
$ 19.72 - 1912 balance $ 89,52 - materials 
98.49 - income 28,71 - balance 


$118,23 - total $118,23 - total 


Clara Hillstrom, treasurer 
Auditors: Arvid Forsberg, Oscar Anderson and Gust Lindstrom 
Deacons elected: Gust Lindwall and 5. P. Johnson 
Trustees: Louis Isbey, Charles Holm, Charles Anderson and Arvid Forsberg 
Organist: Mrs, John Lindell, $60 and Easter offering 


Sexton: Swan P, Johnson, $60 and Pentecost offering 
The women to assist in cleaning the church 
District delegate: Swan P, Johnson 


Conference delegate: Charles Pearson 

Swedish school to be arranged for by the deacons, The congregation was told 
more interest was needed if this school is to continue, 

Member dues --- after a long discussion it was decided to increase the dues by 
one dollar, 


According to the annual custom three members signed as witnesses to the fact 
that these minutes were read to the congregation on January 19, 1913. 
They were Fred Nelson, Richard Anderson and Charles E, Holm, 

Pastor J. B,. Bennett, chairman 
Gust Lindstrom, secretary 


January 2, 1914 - annual meeting 


Pastor Bennett quoted Lamentations 3:22-23 in opening his message to the 
congregation, quote: "IT IS OF THE LORD'S LOVING KINDNESSES THAT WE ARE NOT 
CONSUMED, BECAUSE HIS COMPASSIONS FAIL NOT, THEY ARE NEW EVERY MORNING; 
GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS," 

His report stated church attendance should be better than it has been, 
Some members who are in good health and have no good excuse are seldom in 
attendance, 

Board meetings have been attended by all but two members who feel the dis- 
tance from church and their work prevent their attendance, Uplifting aspects 
have been the good attendance and accomplishments by the Women's Societies in 
town and in Flint Lake, as well as the Luther League and the Sunday school, 

The women and the young people made possible the installation of electric 
lights in the parsonage at a cost of $125.00 

The Flint Lake women have provided new coverings for the altar and pulpit. 

The Sunday school has improved attendance by use of the award system, 

In the year before us we should make an effort to win over our landsmen 
(Swedish people), If all members participate in this they will be pleased 
with the results, The pastor needs much help in this phase of the work. 
STATISTICS : 

10 member and 6 non-member children baptized 
11 confirmands 
5 couples married 
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THE LORD IS MY LIGHT AND MY SALVATION; WHOM SHALL I FEAR? THE 


LORD IS THE STRENGTH OF MY LIFE; 


12 adults and 
13 adults and 
5 funerals 


11 children received 
6 children moved 


271 adult members and 98 children 
TREASURER'S REPORT: Income 


$ 25.55 = 
848.25 - 
2.00 - 
5,00 - 
16,50 - 
32.50 - 
20.90 - 
61.57 - 
Ne 
220 - 
$1,150.31 - 


Women's Society: 
$ 5.50 = 
12.20 - 
er 
“t2 = 


$ 169,20 - 


Luther League: 
$ 42,16 - 
4.72 = 
45,00 - 
16,15 - 
96.25 tal 


$ 204.31 - 


Flint Lake Luther 
$30.90 _— 


1913 balance 

member dues 

rental of basement 
rental for funeral 
Ladies Aid, Flint Lake 
Thanksgiving Day dinner 
Flint Lake Luther League 
Ladies Aid - town 
collections 

lamp sold to Mrs, Spurgeon 
total 


Income: 
1913 balance 
foreign mission 
auction 
stove sold 


total 


Income: 
dues 
collection 
box social 
festival 
Holmquist-Larson concert 


total 


League: 
collections at meetings. 


and $20.90 for decorating pulpit and altar, 


Sunday school: 
$30.87 sd 
Je.d) = 
A347 = 
eas * 
4,19 - 


$124.61 - 


Income: 
1913 balance 
collections 
Orphan Home cards 
Christmas festival 
Birthday offerings 


total 


OF WHOM SHALL I BE AFRAID? Psalm 27:1 


Expenditures: ; 
$ 27.28 - electricity 


46,09 - coal and wood 
840,50 - salaries 
75.76 - special purposes 
3.73 - District dues 
8,00 - Conf, delegate expense 
4,20 - foreign missions 
23.20 - to synod 
57.25 - home missions 
54,04 - balance 
$1,150.31 - total 
Richard Anderson, treasurer 
Expenditures: 
$ 6,30 - flowers - 2 funerals 
63.72 - electricity installation 
parsonage 
25.00 - home missions 
12.20 - foreign missions 
67.57 - general treasury 
.41 - diverse 
$ 169,20 - total 
Mrs, Fred Nelson, treasurer 
Expenditures: 
$ 1,20 - expenses 
62.02 - elect, install. ,parsonage 
7.34 - festival 
89,10 - Holmquist-Larson concert 
3.35 - diverse 
41,30 - balance 
204,31 - total 


Verne Vedell, treasurer 


$10.00 given to Mrs, Pete Nelson 
Total, $30.90, 


Expenditures: 
16,78 - materials 
13007 - Cross & Crown reward pins 
5,15 = penis 
43,47 - To Orphans Home 
19,15 - Christmas festival 


1,43 - diverse 
25.50 - balance 
124.61 - total 


Jennie Anderson, treasurer 
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HAVE MERCY UPON ME, O GOD, ACCORDING TO THY LOVINGKINDNESS; ACCORDING 


TO THE MULTITUDE OF THY TENDER MERCIES BLOT OUT MY TRANSGRESSIONS. Psalm 51:1 


Deacons elected: Fred Nelson, L. J, Nelson and Jonas Johnson 

Trustees: EK W Nelson, Fred Lindvall, Joseph Isaacson,and Lars Carlson 
Sexton: Elmer Vedell, $60 and Pentecost offering 

Organist: Elizabeth Nelson, $60 and Easter offering 


District delegate: Charles Pearson 
Conference delegate: Nels Olson 
Swedish school to be conducted one month by the pastor, 
A committee was elected to plan a way of satisfying our debt to Augustana 
College and Theological Seminary, Members are: Pastor Bennett, Charles Pearson, 
Frank Anderson and Arvid Forsberg 
It was decided to hold services in the basement during cold weather when 
the pastor and sexton deem it advisable, 
A vote of thanks was given to Richard Anderson for working as sexton with- 
out pay during a part of the year 1913. 
It was decided the pastor should receive his salary regularly each month, 
Auditors: Nels Olson, E, W, Nelson and Charles Sederberg,. 
Pastor J. B, Bennett, chairman 
Charles Pearson, secretary 


May 12, 1914 


Pastor Bennett having resigned, Pastor J G Dahlberg of Winnepeg, Canada 
was nominated, the salary to be $800 and Christmas offering, 
Pastor J, B, Bennett, chairman 
Charles Pearson, secretary 
August 26, 1914 
Pastor J, G. Dahlberg having declined our call, Pastor C, E, Gustafson was 
nominated, salary to be $800 and Christmas offering, Also $50 toward moving 
expenses, 
Pastor H, P, Ottoson, chairman 
Carl Nelson, secretary pro-tem 
The above minutes do not say where Pastor Gustafson was serving at the 
time of our call. It is believed it was somewhere in Kansas, 


January 1, 1915 - annual meeting: 
STATISTICS: 5 baptisms 


6 funerals 
1 couple married 
2 adults and 1 child received 
The Luther League has decided to install city water facilities in the 
church and parsonage, 


GENERAL TREASURY: Income: Expenditures: 
$ 60.37 - 1914 balance $779.69 - salaries 
853.25 - member dues 204,94 - paid loan 
650.00 - loan 455,62 - diverse 
14,55 - from societies 46.33 - special purposes 
249.37 - diverse 107.48 - fuel and electricity 


178.98 - repairs 
171.68 - balance 
$1,944.72 - total $1,944.72 - total 
E, W. Nelson, treasurer 
Women's society: Income $132.53 Expenses $50.05 and $82.48 balance 
Mrs, Fred Nelson, treasurer 
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I HAVE FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT, I HAVE FINISHED THE COURSE, 
I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH. 2 Timothy 4:7 


Sunday school: Income $87.86, $75.42 expenses, $12.44 balance, 
Luther League: Income $292.46 $253.60 expenses, $38.86 balance, 
Hjalmer Vedell, treasurer 
Auditors: Arthur T, Johnson, Arvin Anderson and Oscar Anderson, 
Tellers: Elmer Vedell, Carl Nelson, John Lindell and Arthur T, Johnson 
Deacons elected: Charles Anderson and Richard Anderson 
Trustees: Nels Olson, Lars Carlson and Charles Gustafson 
Organist: Hjalmer Vedell, $60 and Easter offering 
Sexton: Clarence Holm, $60 and Pentecost offering 
Sunday school superintendent: Kilmer Vedell 
Conference delegate: E, W. Nelson 
District delegate: Gust Sederberg 
Committee to take subscription to pay debts: Pastor C, E, Gustafson, 
Joseph Isaacson and John B, Lindell 
It was decided to adopt a by-law setting a $50 limit on spending by 
the trustees without congregational authorization, 
It was decided the pastor should see what could be done about being 
released from paying our old conference debt, 
Weekday school was referred to the Board of Deacons, 
Pastor C, E, Gustafson, chairman 
Nels Olson, secretary 
Witnesses to reading of minutes to the congregation on Sunday, January 10, 
1915 were: Charles Pearson, P, J, Lindell and J, August Hillstrom, 


January 1, 1916 - annual meeting 


A Men's Society was formed during the past year with 19 men present at 
the meeting of organization in February, 

Pastor Gustafson led the Sunday school with the help of -Hjalmer Vedell, 

The choir was reorganized and H, F, Carlson served as its leader, 
STATISTICS: 

5 baptisms 

3 couples married 

5 funerals 

2 adults and 1 child received 

15 confirmed 

1 adult removed 

The pastor suggested that each member give an additional dollar an- 

nually for missions and that one of the deacons be named treasurer for this 
fund, 


GENERAL TREASURY: Income: Expenditures: 

$171.68 - 1914 balance $931.43 - salaries 

807.80 - member dues 73.60 - fuel and electricity 
93.10 - from societies 6,50 - repairs 
50.54 - diverse 22.50 - fire insurance 
100.25 - loan from Luther League 38.35 - various 
73.53 - collections 112,82 - benevolence 

111,70 - balance 
$1,296.90 - total $1,296.90 - total 


E, W. Nelson, treasurer 
Women's Society: Income $125.61 $12.62 expenses. $112.99 balance 

Mrs. Fred Nelson, treasurer 
Luther League: Income $116.02, $14.95 diverse expense. $9 loaned to choir, 


$80 loaned to general treasury. $12.17 balance, Total $116.02 
Martin Nelson, treasurer 


See ee 
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A GOOD NAME IS RATHER TO BE CHOSEN THAN GREAT RICHES, AND LOVING FAVOR RATHER 
THAN SILVER AND GOLD, THE RICH AND THE POOR MEET TOGETHER; THE LORD 
IS THE MAKER OF THEM ALL. Proverbs 22:1-2 


Men's Society: $43,35 member dues, $11.20 expense, $20.25 loan to the 
general treasury, $11.90 balance, 
Sunday school: $71.80 income. $57.57 expenses, $14,23 balance, 
Clarence Holm, treasurer 
Auditors: Martin Nelson, Anton Bodin and Elmer Vedell 
Tellers: Clarence Holm and Elmer Vedell 
Deacons elected: Gustaf Lindvall and Anton Bodin 
Trustees: J, F, Johnson, Elmer Vedell, Arthur Johnson and Charles Pearson 
District delegate: NELs Olson 
Conference delegate: Charles Anderson 
Organist: Hjalmer Vedell 
Sexton: Clarence Holm 
Sunday school superintendent: Martin Nelson 
It was decided to take a subscription of 25 cents per member to pay debt 
to the conference, 
It was decided to hold one English service each month, 
A vote of thanks was given to the choir and its leader, Mr, H, F. Carlson, 
Salaries are to be the same as the previous year, 
Pastor C, E. Gustafson, chairman 
Nels Olson, secretary 


January 2, 1917 - annual meeting 


Communion was held four times during the past year, The Sunday school 
has continued regularly but is a cause for concern since several teachers do 
not attend the worship service, The choir has also continued faithfully. 
There are many good voices and they brighten the worship service, The Women's 
Society has had an excellent year, 

STATISTICS: 9 baptisms 
3 couples married 
2 non-member couples married 
16 confirmed 
8 removed (with papers) and 7 without papers of transfer 

The Augustana Synod will observe the 400th anniversary of the reformation 
this year in June at Rock Island, Illinois, 

Tellers: Gust Sederberg and Charles Holm 

Deacons elected: Richard Anderson, Lars Carlson and Charles Sederberg. 

Trustees: Alfred Olson and Peter Holst 

Synod delegate: Peter Lindell 

Conference delegate: Charles Pearson, District delegate: Lars Carlson, 

Auditors: Charles Pearson, Gust Sederberg and E, W. Nelson 

Organist: Hjalmer Vedell, $70 and Easter offering 

Sexton: Louis Isbey, $70 and Pentecost offering 

Pastor's salary: $800 and Christmas offering, 


GENERAL TREASURY: Income Expenditures: 
$111.70 - 1915 balance $940.11 - salaries 
770.73 - member dues 90.42 - fuel and electricity 
125.00 - from societies 41,82 - various 
125.00 - subscription 24,86 - benevolence 
150,00 - loan 2.00 - diverse 
90.00 - from insurance 154.33 - loans paid 


51.00 - collections 
86,84 - diverse 
€1.,510,27 = total $1,510,27 - total 
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BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL; AND ALL THAT IS WITHIN ME, BLESS HIS 


HOLY NAME, BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL, AND FORGET NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS. Psalm 103 


Women's Society: Income, $376.30. $272.83 expenses, $103.47 balance, 
Mrs, J. A. Johnson, treasurer 

Sunday school: $76.80, income. $76.80 expenses 

Luther League: Income $140.57. $108.62 expense. $31.95 balance, 
Clara Hillstrom, treasurer 


Pastor C, E, Gustafson, chairman 
Charles Pearson, secretary 


February 10, 1917 
It was decided that the record book of offerings be once again placed in 


the church where amount of offerings can again be kept. 
The pastor tendered his resignation at this meeting. 
After the resignation had been accepted, the following officers were 
elected: 


Deacons: KE, W, Nelson 

Trustees: Gust Sederberg 

Sexton: Elmer and Verne Vedell who offered to serve without salary, 
The women to scrub church and basement, 

Organist: Hjalmer Vedell, who also volunteered to serve without pay. 


A committee was elected to arrange for repairs to the steeple that had been 
damaged by lightning. Verne Vedell, Charles Pearson and Richard Anderson, 


Pastor C, E, Gustafson, chairman 
Charles Pearson, secretary 


March 10, 1917 
The committee on steeple and tower repairs reported as follows: 

They questioned if the cross should be gold leafed or not, It was 
decided to do so, Also, if lightning rods should be installed, It was de- 
cided not to have rods, 

It was decided the committee and trustees should have the work done to 
the best advantage, 
Pastor C. E, Gustafson, chairman 
Charles Pearson, secretary 


May 24, 1917 
This meeting held to call a pastor, Pastor Engvald was nominated, salary 
to be $1,000 and Christmas offering. 
Pastor C, E, Gustafson, chairman 
Charles Pearson, secretary 


June 27, 1917 

Pastor Engvald having declined our call, Pastor John Torell of Minneapolis 
was nominated and called unanimously. There were 35 votes cast. Salary to 
be $1,000 and Christmas offering. 

A committee of five was named to make needed repairs to the parsonage. 
Members: Richard Anderson, Gust Lindvall, Peter Holst, Gust Sederberg, Verne 
Vedell and Pastor Torell, 

A new porch is to be built, toilet and bath facilities installed, base- 
ment to be enlarged and interior of house decorated, A report to be made at 


an extra meeting. 
Pastor C, E, Gustafson, chairman 


Charles Pearson, secretary 
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JESUS SAID; LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED, BELIEVE IN GOD, BELIEVE ALSO IN ME 
John 14:1 


July 9, 1917 
Bids on the parsonage work were: 
$162.90 - decorating by Peter Holst 
275.00 - plumbing by Edward Isbey 
275.00 - carpenter work by Verne Vedell 
90.00 - brick work by Richard Anderson 
$802.90 - total 
The above work was approved, Volunteer labor was to dig and additional 
basement space, 
It was decided to take a subscription to pay for the above, Pastor 
Torell to be in charge of this. 
Pastor John Torell, chairman 
Charles Pearson, secretary 


January 1, 1918 - annual meeting 
The pastor gave his report, He referred to having arrived on July l, 


1917. He expressed thanks to Richard Anderson with whom he lived during the 
two months the parsonage was being made ready, 

He also expressed thanks for the welcome at the congregational dinner 
following his first worship service; for the gift of $63.75 and for the 
Christmas offering of $42.75, 

Sunday services have not been well attended, We do not have so many 
years here on earth, he said, but that we should make use of our time by at- 
tending services of worship faithfully. We are not alone in our weakness 
because the early church of the apostles had the same experience, 

For those who seek to hear the word of God in the temple of worship I am 
thankful, 

Repairs to the parsonage were completed and for the comforts of this home 
we are pleased and thankful, 

Our economic situation is good, The societies have been very helpful, 
Our debts are increased somewhat but it has helped that our sexton and organ- 
ist have served without pay. 


GENERAL TREASURY: Income Expenditures: 
$774.52 - member dues $945.70 - salaries and other 
289.42 - extra income 118,23 - balance 
$1,063.93 - total $1,063.93 - total 


Other receipts: $116.13 - Luther League 
190.67 - Women's Society 
85.63 - Sunday school 
435.00 - subscription 
166.55 - Thanksgiving offering --- Total, $993.98 


Total income: $2,007.91 
Debts: $200.00 - loan, Gustav Lindvall, 


225.00 - loan, Charles Sederberg 
457,08 - repairs to parsonage ---- $882.08 total debt, 
Combined treasury balance is $308,16 

We need $1,300 during the coming year to pay above debts, our debt to 
the conference and synod, 

An increase in member dues is needed if we are to continue as a congre- 
gation, We should have a free willing member dues arrangement so those who 
are able and willing may do better, 

The book of ministerial acts from July 25, 1914 to July 1, 1917 is a blank 
aS no records have been kept, For this reason it is difficult to report 
Statistics, The following is done to the best of my ability, 
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JESUS SAID: WHOSOEVER SHALL NOT RECEIVE THE KINGDOM OF GOD AS A 
LITTLE CHILD, HE SHALL IN NO WISE ENTER THEREIN, Mark 10:15 


STATISTICS : 
3 baptisms 
5 adults and 6 children received 
8 adult funerals 
55 adults and 39 children moved or dropped 
176 adult members and 70 children 
GENERAL TREASURY: Income, $1,600.66, Expenses $1,482.43 for salaries and 
all other, $118,23 balance. Total, $1,600.66 


Deacons elected: Anton Bodin, Charles Anderson, E, W, Nelson 
Richard Anderson and Gust Lindvall, 


Trustees: Charles Lawrence, Peter Holst, Arthur Johnson, 
Clarence Holm, Alfred Olson and Andrew Holmgren 

Organist: Hjalmer Vedell, $75 and Easter offering 

Sexton: Verne Vedell, $75 and Pentecost offering 


Pastor's salary: $1,000 and Christmas offering 
It was decided to install storm windows in the parsonage, 

It was decided to present a billing to the Town of Chesterton for extra 
expense installing our sewer connection, 

It was decided to adopt a card system for making of pledges by members 
as a substitute for member dues, These cards are to provide for dues of 
$5, $7.50 or $10 for men and $4, $6 or $8 for women, A space is to be pro- 
vided for anyone who is willing to give more so they may designate the amount, 
(This was the beginning of voluntary contributions,) The pastor is to name 
a committee to carry out this resolution, 

A committee was to be named to take some action in recognition of our 
members who have and will enter the military service, 

Pastor John Torell, chairman 
Charles Pearson, secretary 


May 9, 1918 

A committee was named to repair windows: Pastor Torell, Peter Lindell 
and Charles Holm, 

An allowance of $6 per section was allowed for this work, 

Next was the question of a change in the constitution, It was decided 
to have the changes read and discussed, Finally it was decided to accept 
the new Augustana synod constitution for congregations with the following 
revisions: 

Par, 2 Article 4 - to read 6 deacons instead of 5, The same change for 
trustees, 

Par, 6 Article 5 - $100 allowance for trustees to spend on repairs on 
their own authority, instead of $50, 

Par 2 Article 8 - to permit five members to request a special meeting, 

Par, 4 Article 8 - revised so that all may vote, (Heretofore, only 
the men could vote.) All can now vote after their confirmation, 

It was decided that all non-members using the church shall pay a rental 
of $25, plus $10 to the pastor, Those who are unable to do so, may pay $10 
and $5 respectively. 

For school uses, $10 for the church and $2 for the sexton, 

It was decided that no one be permitted to use the chancel or the pulpit 
under the above arrangements, 
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IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS 

GOD, THE SAME WAS IN THE BEGINNING WITH GOD. ALL THINGS WERE MADE THROUGH 
HIM; AND WITHOUT HIM WAS NOT ANYTHING MADE THAT HATH BEEN MADE, 

IN HIM WAS LIFE: AND THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN, John 1:1-4 


It was decided to install a Bell telephone in the parsonage, paid for by 
the congregation, A Portage Home telephone presently in use is to be paid 
for by the pastor and is to be used for local calls, 

Lars Carlson was elected deacon, 

A committee to decorate the church was named: Pastor Torell, Charles 
Lawrence, Peter Holst, Charles Pearson and Frank Johnson, 

It was decided to increase insurance on the church to $10,000 and on the 
parsonage to $3,000, 

Arrangements for week day school was left to the deacons, 

Pastor John Torell, chairman 
Charles Pearson, secretary 


January 1, 1919 - annual meeting 

The pastor's annual report referred to World War One but expressed thanks that 
our men were already beginning to arrive home, 

Also to the influenza epidemic of late 1918 in which only one of our mem- 
bers fell victim, namely a Mrs, Smith, 

The Sunday school and Luther League were hindered by the epidemic and 
could not do their best on account of it, 

Economically our situation has improved, as reports will indicate, 

The choir has held together - they have provided two flags for the church, 
one a service flag with a star for each service man and a red cross for an 
army nurse, Cecelia Hilistrom, The choir has also purchased a Liberty Bond, 
Its singing has been of great help in our service and on festival occasions, 

Fire damage to the church during the year was held to a minimum due to 
prompt help from the local fire department to whom we owe our thanks, 

We owe our thanks to God, for we are his family and not just a big group 
of people, Pastor Torell referred to President Wilson's inauguration speech 
in which he gave credit to his mother for his having been brought up ina life 
that prepared him for the highest office in the land, 

This is the 40th year of our founding as a congregation, and that we 
should in some way observe the occasion that we may remember the founders who 
have died, and honor those who yet live, 

During the year the church insurance was increased to $10,000 and that on 
the parsonage to $4,500, 

STATISTICS: 8 adults received 
confirmed _ 
baptisms, 2 being from non-member homes 
couples married 
adults and 4 children moved 
dropped 
member funerals 
non-member funerals 
174 adult members and 65 children 

The new constitution adopted a year ago was confirmed and made applicable 

at this meeting, 


The women are now authorized to vote as well as the men, including all who 
are confirmed, 
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AND THERE WERE SHEPHERDS IN THE SAME COUNTRY ABIDING IN THE FIELD, AND 

KEEPING WATCH BY NIGHT OVER THEIR FLOCK, AND AN ANGEL OF THE LORD 

STOOD BY THEM, AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD SHONE ROUND ABOUT THEM: AND 
THEY WERE SORE AFRAID, Luke 2:8-9 


General Treasury: Income: Expenditures: 
$142.13 - 1917 balance $1,133.72 - salaries 
988.25 - member dues 31.25 - Christmas offering, 
31.25 - Christmas offering for Pastor Torell 
76.75 - collections 143,84 - insurance 
913.63 - insurance, a/c fire 766,71 - fire damage repairs 
25.00 - rental of church 104,11 - fuel and electricity 
81.70 - social and auction 4,84 - pension fund 
53.10 - LL. box social 66,84 - diverse 
88.49 - repair fund from 244,99 - balance 
subscription 


75.00 - from our young men 
21,00 - added insurance 


$2,496.30 - total $2,496.30 - total 
Arthur T, Johnson, treasurer 
PARSONAGE REPAIR TREASURY: Expenditures: 
Income: 310,00 - subscription 35.40 - window repairs 
160,00 - Ladies Aid 11,11 - materials 
53.70 - social 1.25 - paint 
50,00 - Luther League 11,22 - various 
20.00 - Town board refund 457,08 - deficit preceding year 
a/c sewer expense 516,21 - total paid out 
11,00 - Bethlehem Messenger 88.49 - to general treasury 


$640.70 $640.70 
Pastor John Torell, treasurer 
FOR LUTHERAN NATIONAL COMMISSION: 
$94.75 collected, $93.75 to Illinois Conference treasurer 
1,00 - expense 
Pastor John Torell, treasurer 
BETHLEHEM MESSENGER: 
$33 for advertisements and $10 from A.J. Bowser, editor, Chesterton Tribune 
$30 paint and paper for parsonage. $2 expenses and $11 to subscription, 
Women's Society: Income $206.69, Expense, $160 for parsonage repairs. $5.50 
to Mrs, Adolph Vedell for flowers, $41.19 balance, Total, $206.69 
Mrs, Richard Anderson, treasurer 
Flint Lake Women's Society: Income $33.00, paid to the Women's Society in town, 
Luther League: Income, $153.24 Spent $50 for parsonage repairs, $79.09 
for various expenses, $24.15 balance. Lillian Greandahl, treasurer 
Choir: $130.79 received at programs, This amount spent for a Liberty Bond 
and for two flags for the church, 12 cents balance, 
Maude Lindell, treasurer 
Sunday school: $55.21, 1918 balance, $100.28, collections. $72.89 spent 
for materials, $82.60, balance Raymond Anderson, treasurer 
Auditors: Verne Vedell and E, W, Nelson 
Deacons elected: Lars Carlson and Gustaf Lindvall 


Trustees: Carl Nelson and Clarence Holm 
Organist: Hjalmer Vedell, $100 and Easter offering 
Sexton: August Hillstrom, $100 and Pentecost offering 


Conference delegate: Peter Lindell 
District delegate: Charles Anderson 
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AND THE ANGEL SAID UNTO THEM, BE NOT AFRAID: FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD 

TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL THE PEOPLE: FOR THERE IS BORN 

TO YOU THIS DAY IN THE CITY OF DAVID A SAVIOUR, WHO IS CHRIST THE LORD, 
Luke 2: 10-11 


A vote of thanks was given Pastor Torell for his work taking up the sub- 
scription to pay for parsonage repairs and because no debt remains, 
It was decided to adopt the card system of securing member pledges in 
place of dues, 
It was decided that Pastor Torell should see what could be done to be 
excused from our obligation to Augustana College and Seminary, 
It was decided that men who served in the military be excused from pay- 
ing dues for the period of their service if they so desire, 
It was decided that a copy of the new constitution be placed in each home, 
It was decided that an Anniversary book be prepared and arranged for by 
our trustees and deacons, 
Pastor John Torell, chairman 
Charles Pearson, secretary 
In the year 1919 an organ was purchased from Immanuel Lutheran church in 
Valparaiso for $200. It was a small used pipe organ with bellows that had 
to be pumped by hand. The first paid organ pumper was Clifford Lindell who re- 
ceived $15 for his year's work, 


OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN - 1917-18-19 


Cecelia Hillstrom - overseas nurse Dr. Gerhard Torell 
Earl Johnson Edward Johnson 
Edward Lindstrom Carl Nelson 

Ronie Lafving Harry Gustafson 
Elmer Pearson Ernest Holmgren 
Hjalmer Vedell Arvin W, Anderson 
Herman Wallin Harry L, Anderson 
Gustaf G, Lindwall Karl G, Johnson 
Elmer T, Johnson Elmer Vedell 

Oscar H, Olson Hjalmer Lafving 


January 1, 1920 - annual meeting 
Pastor Torell in his report stated we were entering into the period of 


"The Anti-Christ" persuasion and that the Lutheran church must stand up to 
defend not only itself but to be able to continue its work of mission in carry- 
ing out the instructions of Christ when he told the disciples as he was about 
to ascend into heaven that they were "to go into the world and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing and teaching them into whatsoever I have commanded 
you" a 

Pastor Torell was concerned at the time because it had been suggested 
that a Roman Catholic be nominated for president, At that time the power of 
the pope was great, 

He also referred to the Lutheran Church having followed its service men 
into the war, This was done by organization of The Lutheran Council and the 
American Federation of Lutheran Brotherhoods, The former went into Europe 
after the war to give relief where most needed, The latter established 
Lutheran Centers in the various camps where it could minister to our service- 
men, Lutheran chaplains were assigned to each Center, responsible to the 
church as such, (The writer enjoyed the comforts and privileges so provided) 

He referred to the Russians continuing suppression of the church following 
the war, and of their acts of death and destruction around them in their aims 
to get people under their control, 

Attendance at services has not been good, but our participation in the 
work at large has been an encouragement, 
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JESUS SPAKE UNTO THEM, SAYING, I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD: HE THAT 
FOLLOWETH ME SHALL NOT WALK IN THE DARKNESS, BUT SHALL HAVE THE LIGHT OF LIFE 
John 8:12 


During the past year we have paid most of our obligation to the synod, 
Also to the pension fund, 

We need young men to give thought to entering the seminary to prepare to 
serve as pastors, 

We have contributed to the extra request for contributions to the China 
mission, We have also given toward funds needed for the needy in Europe, 
following the war, 

Good headway was made on the old debt to Augustana College and Seminary 
so that only $200 remains unpaid, 

STATISTICS: 3 baptisms 
12 confirmed 
2 couples married 
3 adults received 
20 adults re-instated 
205 adult members and 61 children 


There are 63 children and 7 teachers in the Sunday school, 
The congregation heard of Pastor J, B, Bennett's death in Batavia, I1l. 


on November 14, 1919, 


sent flowers, 


Pastor Torell attended the funeral and our ladies 


Erland Richter brought a greeting to us on May 15th, 1919 from the Church 
of Sweden on the occasion of our 40th anniversary. 


GENERAL TREASURY: 


Income: 


Expenditures: 


244.99 - 1918 balance $1,215.00 - salaries 
1,208.60 - member dues 64,45 - Christmas offering for 
243,15 - Women's Society the pastor 
100.00 - Luther League 15.80 - collection for organist 
49,50 - The Young Men 11.26 - collection for sexton 
64,45 - Christmas offering 225.00 - note paid 
11,26 - collection for sexton 55.57 - fuel and light 
425,50 - diverse and from 36.60 - repairs 
Swan Anderson 176.72 - diverse 
547.05 - balance 
$2,347.45 - total $2,347.45 - total 
Arthur T, Johnson, treasurer 
Mission Treasury: Income: Expenditures: 


6,63 - 1918 balance 270.07 - pension fund 
50.00 - Women's Society 23.50 - Bethphage mission 
21.90 - For Lutheran Coundil 24.42 - To Erland Richter 
26.32 - pension fund 95.15 - home missions 
243.75 - pension fund 20.76 - India mission 
93.47 - for missions 88,90 - China mission 
63.95 - for China mission 3.27 - Porto Rico mission 
62,88 - various missions 9,10 - foreign mission 
23.50 - Bethphage Mission 1.73 - Emigrant mission 
24.42 - For Erland Richter 8,83 - New York mission 
3.47 - synod delegate expense 8,65 - Deaconess home, Omaha 
16,59 - balance 2.79 - Augustana hospital 
43,25 - Augustana college 
4517 - Conference treasury 
1.73 - Church extension fund 
$636.88 - total $636.88 - total 


E, W. NELSON, treasurer 


a 


KING AGRIPPA SAID UNTO PAUL, WITH BUT LITTLE PERSUASION THOU WOULDEST 
FAIN MAKE ME A CHRISTIAN, AND PAUL SAID, I WOULD TO GOD, THAT WHETHER 
WITH LITTLE NOR WITH MUCH, NOT THOU ONLY, BUT ALSO ALL THAT HEAR ME THIS 


DAY, MIGHT BECOME SUCH AS I AM, EXCEPT THESE BONDS, The Acts 26:28-29 


Sunday school: Income: Expenditures: 

$82.60 - 1918 balance $16.33 - Augustana Book Concern 

65.83 - Joliet home 50.45 - Joliet homes - children & aged 
2.00 - Armenian children 2.00 - Armenian children 
3.57 - Bethphage mission 3.57 - Bethphage mission 
8,15 - China mission 8,15 - China mission 

14,42 - picnic 10,00 - picnic expense 

40,03 - collections 22.92 - books purchased 

.50 - diverse 4,80 - 40 testaments 


4,50 - Christmas decorations 
41 - postage 
91,72 - balance 


$ 217.10 - total $ 217,10 - total 
Luther League: Income: Expenditures: 
24.15 - 1918 balance $ 3,00 - Dr, E, Torell, expense 
119,56 - socials 1,00 - District Luther League dues 
100,00 - box social 13.52 - banquet expense 
17.50 - banquet for confir- 39.58 = library books 
mation reunion 100,00 - general treasury 
4,00 - donation 108,11 - balance 
$ 265.21 - total $ 265.21 - total 
Women's Society: Income: Expenditures: 
74.19 - 1918 balance 50.00 - Gen, treasury for missions 
141,25 - dues, town 243.15 - to general treasury 
29.50 - dues, Flint Lake 13.75 - flowers 
2.10 - for flower fund .90 - for coffee 
144,05 - Thanksgiving dinner 85.29 - balance 
---2,00 - donation 
$ 393.09 - total $ 393.09 - total 
Choir: Assets, $57.95. $1.82 expense, $56.13 balance, (Liberty bond $50 
of assets) Maude Lindell, treasurer 


Auditors: Verne Vedell, C. E, Holm and C, W, Johnson 
Member contributions by card system was much greater than the set dues 
brought in, However, there is still room for improvement, 
Deacons elected: Richard Anderson and Martin Chellberg 
Trustees: Gust Johnson, Mrs, Walter Johnson, (1st woman elected) 
Charles Lawrence 
Organist: Hjalmer Vedell, $100 and Easter offering 
Sexton: Hjalmer Vedell, $125 and Pentecost offering 
Organ pumper: Clifford Lindell, $15,00 
Pastor's salary: $1,200 and Christmas offering 
It was decided to prepare a 40th anniversary book, 
Synod delegate: Mrs, Anna Vedell (another lst for women) 
Conference delegate: Charles Pearson 
It was decided that Pastor Torell and the deacons consider a way of 
paying balance due on our debt to Augustana College and Seminary, 
Auditors: Clarence Johnson, Elmer Vedell and Joseph Isaacson, 
Supervision of the Sunday school was left to the pastor and the 
deacons, 
It was decided that reports of this meeting be printed and sent to 
each family. 
Pastor John Torell, chairman 
Charles Pearson, secretary 


a 
JESUS WEPT - John 11:35 
January 1, 1921 - annual meeting 


The pastor reported that a good year had been experienced, Also that 
on October 22-24 that an inspiring 41st anniversary had taken place, 400 
copies of an anniversary book had been printed and many were purchased by 
members and friends, 100 books remained unsold, 

Arvin Anderson provided the pictures appearing in the book, 

Richard Anderson served as sexton most of the year without pay. 

In regard to the book the pastor stated it would come to be appreciated 
by the coming generations, 

Pastor Torell recommended that the records of the congregation be writ- 
ten in English from now on, 

He reported the economics of the congregation in good shape. 

The final payment on our old debt was made by the Women's Society, 

During the year Mrs, Anna Vedell and family moved to Gary (in June), 

In place of Hjalmer Vedell, Marie Hjelm was elected organist. 

Carl Neilson was named treasurer in place of Arthur T, Johnson who moved 
to LaPorte, 

The Vedell family will be missed due to Hjalmer having served many years 
as organist and Elmer Vedell as choir director since 1917, 

The same can be said of the Arthur Johnson family, he having served 
several years as treasurer, 

We need to have the church papers, “Augustana” and "The Lutheran Compan- 
ion" in more of our homes, It would make more members aware of the work of 
the church at large, 

The cause of missions has been given generous support now for several 
years, It is hard to believe we could have done so well, 

STATISTICS: 4 member and 4 non-member children baptized. 
9 confirmed 
10 adults and 4 children received 
3 adults and 1 child moved 
1 member and 3 non-member funerals 
292 adult members 

A young man applied for a job and was turned down, With anger he said 
"they turned me down", The truth was the young man turned himself down be- 
cause he did not prepare himself for the job he applied for, 

The same can be said of the church member who does not avail himself of 
the worship service, If on judgment day he is turned away, he has turned 
himself down, 

We must have love toward others and help our neighbor, That is why our 
missions are so important. We have representatives who carry out this work 
for us, We should help them and God will bless us for it, 

A vote of thanks was given the pastor for his devoted and loyal efforts 
in behalf of the congregation, 


GENERAL TREASURY: Income: Expenditures: 

$ 547,05 - 1919 balance $1,316.00 - salaries 

1,390.10 - member dues 48,00 - Pastor's Christmas 
130.00 - Women's Society offering 
125,00 - Luther League 48,85 - insurance 
193.10 - anniversary books 58.55 - fuel and light 

sold 217.00 - paid on debt 

10.48 - refund 220.96 - 41st anniversary book 
48.00 - Christmas offering 133.01 - various 
116,15 - collections 517.51 - balance 

$2,559.88 - total $2,559.88 - total 


Carl Nelson, treasurer 
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IF I HAVE THE GIFT OF PROPHECY, AND KNOW ALL MYSTERIES AND 
ALL KNOWLEDGE: AND IF I HAVE ALL FAITH, SO AS TO REMOVE 
MOUNTAINS, BUT HAVE NOT LOVE, I AM NOTHING. I Corinthians 13:2 


Mission Treasury: Income: Expenditures: 

$203.50 - Lutheran World Service $ 16,59 - 1919 balance 

151.35 - subscribed for synod 157.50 - home missions 

and conference 50.00 - Augustana College 

182.97 - collections for conference 60,00 - Joliet home for children 
205.96 - collections for synod and elderly 

16.59 - Women's Society 24,00 - India mission 

1,37 - diverse 167,91 - China missions 


10,00 - Conference 
10,00 - Deaconess Home, Omaha 
8,00 - Synod 
10,00 - Immigrant Home, N.Y. 
22.00 - Pension fund 
203,50 - Lutheran World Service 
$762.74 - total $762.74 - total 
J. M, Chellberg, treasurer 
Women's Society: Income $406.87 $357.88 spent for various, $48,99 balance 
Mrs, Richard Anderson, treasurer 
Luther League: Income, $278.10 $170.67 spent for various, $107.43 balance 
Carl Nelson, treasurer 
Sunday school: Income $150.81 $98.91 spent for various. $51.90 balance, 
Raymond Anderson, treasurer 
Birthday Club: Income $38.62, $15.75 spent for various, $22.87 balance 
Mrs, C, A, Lawrence, treasurer 
Choir: Assets are $64.05 of which $50 is in a Liberty bond, No expenses, 
Maude Lindell, treasurer 
Mission Society: $47.55 income, $44,20 spent for various. $3.35 balance, 
Mrs. J, B. Isaccson, treasurer 

Auditors: J. B, Isaacson and C, W,. Johnson 

Deacons elected: Anton Bodin and Charles Anderson 

Trustees elected: Charles A, Lawrence and Clarence Johnson and also 

Frank Johnson in place of Mrs, Walter Johnson, resigned, 

Organist: Marie Hjelm, $100 and Easter offering 

Sexton: Peter Lindell, $125 and Pentecost offering 

Auditors for 1921: Charles Pearson, J. B, Isaacson and E, W, Nelson 

District delegate: Peter Lindell 

Conference delegate: Nels Olson 

The proposal to make English the official language was discussed, 
It was decided to use both Englibh and Swedish side by side, recognizing 
that English will be the language of the coming generations, 

It was decided that the Luther League should provide personnel for 
pumping the organ so long as it needs to be done manually and that $20 per 
year be provided for the service, 

The recommendation of the pastor that the pulpit be moved from the 
center location to the east side of the church was tabled for a year, 

Pastor John Torell, chairman 
Nels Olson, secretary 


January 2, 1922 - annual meeting 
The meeting opened with the reading of John 21:15-17, followed by prayer 


and singing of the hymn "0 Zion haste thy mission high fulfilling". 

The pastor said his plan had been to speak on Deuteronomy 32:2-7, How- 
ever, he finally chose to speak on the following text: "Come unto me all ye 
that labor and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, 
for my yoke is easy and my burden is light," 


~The 


THE DISCIPLES WERE AMAZED AT HIS WORDS, BUT JESUS ANSWERETH AGAIN, 
AND SAITH UNTO THEM, CHILDREN, HOW HARD IS IT FOR THEM THAT 
TRUST IN RICHES TO ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD! Mark 10:24 


Pastor Torell urged the members of the congregation to attend the worship 
services regularly - where they can renew their strength spiritually. For his 
word does the same for us as the rain that comes down to refresh the grass. To 
avail ourselves to receive the gift of God's word is our most important task 
as members of his church, He is true and faithful and does not forsake us, 

(Since this was Pastor Torell's final message at an annual meeting 

I have tried to preserve some of his thinking and concern for the 
congregation, Before the next annual meeting could be held he 
had died, He was a man of great stature in mind and a compassion- 
ate heart, Fortunate was Bethlehem that he served it with all his 
zeal and vigor in the final years of his life, He died on his 70th 
birthday ) The schools permitted the children to pay their respects 
to him on the day of his funeral, As they passed the bier in the 
church that day, all could sense that a giant of the community had 
passed on to his eternal reward, 
The Sunday school has continued with average attendanceoof 35 and with six 
teachers, The Ladies Aid held meetings each month and a bazaar in November 
llth and 12th, 

The Luther League held six meetings and a number of socials, They have 
worked to pay off the congregation's debt to the Old People's Home and Child- 
ren's Home, They also purchased an electrically operated blower for the 
organ from Hillgren & Lane in Ohio, at a cost of $183, including installation, 
The work was done by August Hillstrom and Richard Anderson without pay and by 
Edward Isbey and Richard Staude, tinsmith and electrician respectively, for 
$12 each, We feel the need for a larger organ than we have but must do with 
a have for a time yet. (Our present organ was purchased in 1929 for 

4,000 

The synod has decided to build a Seminary Chapel and related building at 
a cost of $400,000, Our share of this is $352. Of this, $275.81 was re- 
ceived in an offering on a Sunday morning, It is believed the $76.19 still 
needed can be given by those who were not in attendance at that service, 

We are also indebted to the Pension fund, in the amount of $100, At the 
beginning of the year this amounted to $186.48 but the Luther League has paid 
$86.48 of this, 

Our economic situation is good, Altogether, our contributions to benevo- 
lent purposes during the year have amounted to $1,065.90. 

: A gift of $50 from Nels Olson to Pastor Torell personally, has been sent 
to Bethphage mission , Axtell,Nebraska and to the Tuberculosis sanitarium in 
Denver - one-half to each place, 

A young girls society has been founded in the past year, named "the 
Phoebe Society", It has raised $34.43 during the year, 

STATISTICS: 4 member and 3 non-member children baptized 
5 confirmed 
1 couple married 
4 adults and 1 child moved 
212 adult members and 51 children 

English services are now held every other Sunday, although there is yet 

much love for the Swedish among us. 


TREASURER'S REPORT: Income: Expenditures: 
$ 517.51 - balance, 1920 $1,454.25 - salaries 
1,107.65 - member dues 244.79 - various 
32.15 - collections 141,81 - Seminary building fund 
141,81 - Seminary fund 41,06 - Christmas offering to pastor 


300.00 - Women's Society 101.53 - fuel and light 
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NOW MAY THE GOD OF HOPE FILL YOU WITH ALL JOY AND PEACE IN BELIEVING, 


THAT YE MAY ABOUND IN HOPE, IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, 


Romans 15:13 


$ 20.70 - 
41.06 - 
20,00 - 
9.25 - 
12,00 - 
12.00 - 
$2,232.27 - 
Mission Fund: 
153.12 - 
16.33 - 
163.81 - 


115.39 - 


$448 64 - 


Phoebe Society 
Christmas offering 
offering for organist 
offering for sexton 
Luther League 


$248.83 - balance 


rental of church to school 


total 


Income: 
subscription 
Lutheran World Service 
collection for synod 
and conference 
other collections 


total 


Women's Society: 


49,00 - 
154.61 - 
233.00 - 


36.61 - 


Luther League: 
$107.43 - 
91.10 - 

85.46 - 

79.61 - 

214,00 - 
$577.60 - 
Sunday school: 
$ 51.90 - 
132.05 - 
$183.95 - 


Birthday Club: 


1921 balance 
member dues 
bazaar 


total 


1921 balance 


$2,232.27 - total 


Carl Nelson, treasurer 
Expenditures: 


20.65 
11.98 
2.01 
4,50 
141,37 
63.85 
26.40 
10.71 
5.73 
30.73 
7.36 
572 


Tuberculosis sanitarium 
Bethphage 

American Bible Society 
Seamen's Home, N.Y. 
home missions 
Augustana college 
China Mission 

India Mission 
Conference 

Deaconess Home, Omaha 
Immigrant Home, N.Y. 
Church extension 

Synod 

Conference 

Pension fund 

Lutheran World Service 
Chicago Inner mission 
Africa mission 


"Sy 
$448.65 - total 


J. M. Chellberg, treasurer 


44.65 - diverse 
300,00 - to general treasury 
72.46 - for organ blower 
19.50 - balance 
ES - total 


Mrs, Alec Carlson, treasurer 


$200.00 


Pension fund subscription 86,69 


,for organ blower 


diverse 
For Joliet homes 
total 


1921 balance 
collections 
total 


$42.31 assets, 


Women's Missionary Society: 


$51.10 assets, 


155.25 
64.70 
70.96 

$577.60 


$ 50.42 


133,53 
$183.95 


Joliet Homes 
pension fund 
organ blower 
diverse 
balance 
total 


materials 


- balance 


total 


Raymond Anderson, treasurer 


$9.85 diverse expense, 


$32.46 balance 


Mrs, Peter Holst, treasurer 


a $46.40 diverse expense, 
Mrs, Agnes P, Chellberg, 


$4,70 balance 
treas,. 
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LOVE NOT THE WORLD, NEITHER THE THINGS THAT ARE IN THE WORLD. IF ANY 


MAN LOVE THE WORLD, THE LOVE OF THE FATHER IS NOT IN HIM. John 2:15 


Phoebe Mission Society $34.43 income. $26.85 diverse expense, 


$7.56 balance Marie Lawrence, treasurer 
Deacons elected: Oliver Johnson and Gust Lindvall 
Trustees: Carl Nelson and Clarence Holm 
Organist: Marie Hjelm, $125 and Easter offering 
Sexton: Lawrence Vedell, $125 and Pentecost offering 
Conference delegate: Peter Lindell 
District delegate: Mrs, Anna Vedell 


It was decided that members who have not yet contributed to the Pension 
fund, do so at earliest possible time, 
Pastor Torell again recommended that the pulpit be moved to the east side 
of the church but the matter was tabled for the second time, 
A rising vote of thanks was given the pastor for his tireless work in 
behalf of the congregation's welfare, 
Pastor J. Torell, chairman 
Nels Olson, secretary 


January 1, 1923 - annual meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 10 A.M, as announced by the secretary, 
Nels Olson, Due to the illness of Pastor Torell, the meeting was adjourned 
until an appropriate time to be announced, 

Nels Olson, secretary 

Pastor Torell died January 23, 1923 at the age of 70. It was his birth- 
day. On the eve of his death he had preached a powerful sermon in behalf of 
missions that had stirred the congregation to a deep interest in the cause of 
missions, Dr, John Telleen, a fellow pioneer with Pastor Torell in the es- 
tablishing of the church for the Swedish emigrants, preached the sermon at his 
funeral, To describe it, one would say it was eloquent, Pastor Teleen had 
mastered the use of English to the extent it equalled his use of Swedish, 


February 6, 1923 - annual meeting 
Pastor M, J, Lonner served as chairman and Nels Olson as secretary, 
There was no pastoral report due to the illness of Pastor Torell pre- 
venting him from having prepared one, 


GENERAL TREASURY: Income: Expenditures: 
$1,153.70 - member dues $1,531.10 - salaries 

248,83 - 1922 balance 28.70 - insurance 

55.78 - collections 53.17 - fuel and light 

179.50 - subscription for blower 42.85 - repairs 

398.77 - Women's Society 3.60 - supplies 

52.23 - Christmas offering 15.50 - organ tuning 
15.21 - collection for organist 27,21 - Chicago bible society 
18,66 - collection for sexton 21.62 - travel expense 
17,00 - rental of church 730 - printing pledge cards 

to school 18,70 - parsonage telephone 


2.00 - confirmation certificates 
4,86 - expenses 
383.07 - balance 
$2,139.68 - total $2,139.68 - total 
Carl Nelson, treasurer 


Mission Treasury: 
$ 126.50 - subscription $ 99,60 - China mission 
25.00 - Women's Society 20.35 - Conference 
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GOD BE MERCIFUL UNTO US, AND BLESS US, AND CAUSE HIS FACE TO SHINE UPON US; 
THAT THY WAY MAY BE KNOWN UPON EARTH, THY SALVATION AMONG ALL NATIONS 
Psalm 67:1-2 


$20.51 - Luther League $ 2.65 - Chicago Inner Mission 


43,88 - offering 4,65 - Augustana Hospital 
31.94 - Sunday school 6,82 - Africa mission 
89,74 - collections 31.94 - Children's Home, Joliet 
10,80 - offering for church 4,02 - Church in Lansing, Mich, 
in Madison, Wisc, 2.93 - Synod 
6,38 - offerings 10.80 - Church in Madison, Wisc, 


7253 - India Mission 
4,10 - Conference 
6,53 - Seminary 
2.86 - Immigrant Home, Boston 
2.36 - Jude Mission 
6 - Deaconess Home, Omaha 
1.86 - Augustana College 
354.75 - total $139.69 - balance 
$354.75 - total 
J. M, Chellberg, treasurer 
Women's Society: 
$ 19.50 - 1922 balance, $ 46,20 - diverse 
192.00 - member dues 398.77 - general treasury 
233.47 - bazaar 
nines - total $444.97 - total 
Mrs. Alec Carlson, treasurer 
Luther League: 
$138.05 - balance & diverse $ 28.45 - diverse 
109,60 - balance 
$138.05 - total $138.05 - total 
Lillian Greandahl, treasurer 
Women's Mission Society: 
$92.75, income. $88.05 - paid out, $4.70, balance 
Sophia Bodin, treasurer 
Sunday school: $234.61, balance and receipts, $135.48 expense. 99.13 balance, 
Russel Lee, treasurer 
Phoebe Mission Society: $7.56 bal., $60.80 bazaar. $37.13 expense. $31.23 bal. 
Mrs, A, Hillstrom, treasurer 
Birthday Club: $34.71 income. $25.26 expense. $9.45 balance, 
'Mrs, Peter Holst, treasurer 
Choir: $16.49 bal. $2.69 interest. $6.20 expense, $12.98, balance, 
Maude Lindell, treasurer 
Auditors: J. B, Isaacson, Charles Pearson and Verne Vedell 
Deacons elected: Martin Chellberg and Verne Vedell 
Trustees: Carl Johnson, Frank Johnson and Alec Carlson 
Organist: Hjalmer Vedell, $125 and Easter offering 
Sexton: Lawrence Vedell, $125 and Pentecost offering 
Conference delegate: Nels Olson 
It was decided to move the pulpit to the east side of the church, 
The Luther League assigned to have this done, 
Pastor M, J, Lonner elected vice pastor at salary of $75. 
A vote of thanks was given to Mr, & Mrs, Anton Johnson of LaPorte for the 
altar candelabra in memory of Mr, and Mrs, Jonas Johnson, 
It was decided to invite Pastor C. D. Bostrom of Tabor church, Chicago, 
to conduct a service with a call in view. 
Pastor M, J. Lonner, chairman 
Nels Olson, secretary 


-78- 


BLESSED BE THE LORD, WHO DAILY BEARETH OUR BURDEN, EVEN 
THE GOD WHO IS OUR SALVATION, Psalm 68:19 


May 29, 1925 


Pastor Bostrom declined our invitation to consider a call to Chesterton, 
Pastor M, J. Lonner was then nominated as a candidate for a call but the 
motion was not seconded, 
Pastor Frank A, Gustafson of Hager City, Wisconsin was then nominated, 
Arrangements for week day summer school was left to the Board of Deacons, 
M. J. Lonner, chairman 
Nels Olson, secretary 


August 7, 1923 
Our Conference president, Dr, Peter Peterson called the meeting to order, 
It was decided to call Pastor H, P, Ottoson of Gary to be our vice pastor, 
He was also to conduct worship services and to take care of all pastoral 
duties during the vacancy, His salary to be $75 per month, 
It was requested that we have an English service every other Sunday with 
the assistance of Pastor Fredric Nordquist of Augsburg, 
No candidate for pastor to be called was presented by the Board of Deacons, 
This matter is to be taken up at a meeting to be held August 16th, 
Dr, Peter Peterson, chairman 
Nels Olson, secretary 
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August 16, 1923 


Pastor Ottoson called the meeting to order, He reported two candidates: 
August Julius Johnson, Unity, Wisconsin received 4 votes 
Nils E, Olson of Stronghurst, Ill. received 24 votes, 

Pastor Nils E, Olson was nominated and was to be invited to conduct a 
service, The vote was unanimous, with 31 votes cast, The salary to be $1800 
and Christmas offering. 

Pastor H. P, Ottoson, chairman 
Nels Olson, secretary 


October 9, 1923 
Pastor Olson having declined our call, Pastor Edward Stark of Hobart- 
Miller was nominated, 21 voted favorably and 7 voted for Pastor A, Julius 
Johnson of Unity, Wisconsin, Pastor Stark had stated he would only consider 
a call if it was unanimous, 
Pastor A, J. Johnson was then to be nominated by the deacons at our next 
meeting. 
Pastor H, P. Ottoson, chairman 
Nels Olson, secretary 


November 6, 1923 
Pastor A, J, Johnson was nominated for a call by a unanimous vote of 38, 
Salary to be $1800 and Christmas offering. $100 was allowed for moving 
expenses, 
Pastor H, P, Ottoson, chairman 
Nels Olson, secretary 


January 1, 1924 - annual meeting 


The meeting was called to order by Pastor H, P, Ottoson, 


GENERAL TREASURY: Income: Expenditures: 
$1,160.25 - member dues $1,376.03 - salaries 
383.07 - 1923 balance 28,50 - insurance 
145.78 - collections 148,99 - fuel and light 


7200 - subscriptions 1,70 - Chesterton Tribune 
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GO YE THEREFORE, AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL THE NATIONS? BAPTIZING THEM 
INTO THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT: 
TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER I COMMANDED YOU: AND LO, 
I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, EVEN UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD, Matthew 28:19-20 


¢ 9.70 - for Conf. delegate ¢$ 19,82 - Pastor Lonner, conf, exp. 


12.00 - Rental of church by 5.44 - Augustana Book Concern 
high school 3.00 - interest on Pension fund note 
33.20 - expenses 75.00 - paid loan 
20.00 - rental of garage 18,25 - expenses, pastor Warner 
75.00 - loan from Luther 21.50 - tuning organ and piano 
League 8,80 - Richard Peterson, travel 


- i Ai 
150.00 - loan from Ladies Aid 5.20 - te Pe eTnlon. expense 


16,50 - Pastor N. E, Olson, 
travel expense 
15.60 - telephone cost 
16,12 - repairs 
2.60 - communion wine 
30.00 - Pastor A, J, Johnson 
travel expense 
3.15 - hardware 


eat - balance 
$1,996.00 - total $1,996.00 - total 
Luther League: $109.60 - 1923 balance 
1,025.46 - socials & concerts 1,082,37, diverse. $52.69 balance 
Carl NELSON, treasurer 
Women's Society: Income, $293.00 $85.98 expenses, $150 to general treasury 
$57.02 balance 
Mrs, Alec Carlson, treasurer 
Women's Mission Society: $4,70 1923 balance, $48.50 income. $50.35 paid out 
$2.85 balance 
Mrs, Agnes Chellberg, treasurer 
Sunday Evening Club: $221.91 collections, $213.97 paid to speakers, printing 
of programs, $7.94 balance, Clarence Holm, treasurer 
The Sunday Evening Club was conducted by the Luther League, assisted by 
Dr. Joshua Oden of Chicago, Irving Park Lutheran church, He outlined our 
programs and secured most of our speakers. The program consisted of a 15 
minute song service, 20 minutes bible study. Vesper services were conducted 
by Pastor Ottoson when speakers were not qualified to do so, Attendance ran 
from 50 to 400, Offerings barely covered the costs of these meetings, So 
many prospective members came to these meetings that Pastor A, J, Johnson 
received nearly 100 new members in the years 1924 and 1925, 
Flower committee: $9.45 - 1923 balance, $27.74 income, $11.45 expense 
and $25.74 balance Mrs, Wm, T, Johnson, treasurer 
Choir: $12.98 balance and $5.14 income. $17.55 expense and .57 balance, 
Maude Lindell, treasurer 
Sunday school: $273.17 income, $148.18 expense, $124.99 balance, 
Russel Lee, treasurer 
Phoebe Mission Society: $31.23 income. $22.50 paid out. $8.73 balance. 
Mrs, August Hillstrom, treasurer 
Deacons elected: Anton Bodin and Charles Anderson 
Trustees: Elmer Lindstrom, Clarence Holm and Charles Bowman 
Organist: Hjalmer Vedell, $125 and Easter offering 
Sunday school superintendent: Elmer Vedell 
Auditors: Charles Pearson, Joseph Isaacson and Elmer Vedell 
Ushers: Melvin Christopherson, Everett Isaacson, Lawrence Vedell 
and Edwin Pearson 
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THE GRACE OF THE LORD JESUS BE WITH THE SAINTS, AMEN, Revelation 22:21 
The final verse in the bible 


District delegate: Charles Pearson 
Conference delegate: Charles Holm 
sexton: Charles Holm, for 30 days only. 


It was decided to adopt the envelope system of paying dues every Sunday, 


Pastor H, P, Ottoson, chairman 
Nels Olson, secretary 


From Sweden's shores a forward-looking band, 
Their fortunes seeking, came to this fair land. 
Not wealth of gold or silver did they bring, 
Their riches did not lie in anything 

Material; and yet, abundant wealth 

Was theirs; of faith, of hope, of health 

Had they a rich, full measure; and they brought 
Their Bibles and their Hymnals, and they thought 
Of God and of His Church, In this new land 
Churches were built by many a willing hand, 
Where worshipers in fellowship could meet, 

As in their homeland, at the Saviour's feet, 


Victor E, Beck 


Note: Victor E, Beck was a brother-in-law of Mr, & Mrs, Carl Nelson 


A NEW COMMANDMENT : 


And Jesus knowing that His hour was come, that He should depart 
out of this world unto the Father, having loved His own which were in 
the world He loved them unto the end, 

And when the supper of the Passover was ended He poured water in- 
to a basin, and began to wash His disciples' feet, And He said, 

"A new commandment give I unto you that 

ye love one another; even as I have loved 
you, so love ye one another, By this 
shall all men know that ye are mine, if ye 
have love one to another", 
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SO THE CHURCHES WERE STRENGTHENED IN THE FAITH, AND INCREASED IN NUMBER DAILY 
Acts 16:5 


Epilogue 


During the second 45-year period of our congregation's history, seven young 
men of Bethlehem were ordained and now serve as pastors in the Lutheran Church 
of America, 


Giving to benevolent causes has increased to $13,800 in 1969 with the total 
budget being $52,000. 


The Sunday school grew, Cars went to the outlying areas to bring children 
to the school who otherwise could not attend, Enrollment grew from 42 in 1920 
te 221 in 1953. 


A new educational building was built in 1953. A reel of motion pictures 
was taken of the Sunday school in action in 1951, picturing the crowded condi- 
tions that prevailed at that time, It is available today, 


Membership in the congregation grew, Nearly 100 members were received 
during the years 1924 and 1925 alone, The 1930's were years of growth, 


Attendance at worship services had decreased during the period of struggle 
while converting from Swedish to English. Average attendance had dropped in 
1926 to 48 but grew to 72 in 1927; 81 in 1928; 86 in 1929; 102 in 1930, It 
continued to grow so that in 1964 it passed 200 and is above that now, 


Many other happenings have taken place and it is hoped that minutes for the 
years 1924 and on will be abstracted in ten-year periods until 1979 when we will 
observe our 100th anniversary, The birthday of the congregation is Feb, 12th, 


We will close our epilogue with some suitable quotations from Dr, Conrad 
Bergendoff's Founders Day message to Augustana College in 1969, Dr. Bergendoff 
is president emeritus of Augustana, 


"1969 is not an auspicious year to recall leaders of a century ago. 
Reverence for the past is a quality not conspicuous today” 


"The past is full of wrongs that have born evil fruit. Yet it is 
from the past that we inherit our hopes and discover the 
direction in which we would go” 


"The attitude of Augustana students was reflected in a Swedish poem 
written by A. A, Sward, who was a student from 1883 to 1887” 
(translation by Dr, Bergendoff) 


I picked some flowers along the way 
Alma Mater, I give you them today, 


If the gift seem trifling, and the flowers without art, 
With them goes a prayer from a loving heart, 


Hail, Torchbearer, poem didactic in stone, 
Let truth from thy heights o'er the land be known, 


May in thy halls rising genius shine 
Great thoughts a noble court enshrine, 


Be never at thy church's grave emplaced 
As monument, thy inscription time-erased, 


Our Father's faith thy soul impel, 
Live, be strong, flourish, fare everwell! 


The 1930's were inspiring years of growth and solidification, 
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ACCORDING TO THE GRACE OF GOD WHICH WAS GIVEN UNTO ME, AS A WISE MASTERBUILDER I 
LAID A FOUNDATION; AND ANOTHER BUILDETH THEREON, BUT LET EACH MAN TAKE HEED HOW 
HE BUILDETH THEREON, FOR OTHER FOUNDATION CAN NO MAN LAY THAN THAT WHICH IS LAID, 


WHICH IS JESUS CHRIST, 1 Corinthians 3:10-11 


THE FOUNDATION: The forefathers of our congregation faced great difficulties in 
the construction of our church in 1880, It is the same building, altho much re- 
modeled, in which we are worshiping today, The material manufacturing and market- 
ing centers were at great distance from our town and the transportation facilities 
were very poor, Cement and concrete in building materials were unheard of, 


We were fortunate in one very important phase of the building and that was the 
availability of brick, There were no less than six brick yards operating here at 
one time, and the problem of getting material to the site was not too great as 
about one half of our membership had horses and wagons, 


I will not try to cover the entire construction for two reasons, I do not 
feel confident in being able to do so and my assignment is to tell of the founda- 
tion and the vast amount of work connected therewith, JI will, however, use some 
space on the selection and curing of the timbers and lumber that were needed, 


The footings and foundation are built of field stone and limestone, This field 
stone was found in great profusion in the fields of Jackson Township, They were a 
great problem to the pioneer farmers in tilling the soil, They had to be removed 
from the field and were stacked at edges of the field, mostly near the roadside, 
The residents soon learned their value in footings, foundations, basement walls 
and other uses, Many such walls can be found in the rural areas east of town, 
These stones were easy to obtain as the farmers were eager to have them hauled 
away. Here is where the Bethlehem faithful who had a conveyance went to load 
and deliver to and stack them on the church lot, Limestone quarries were just 
over the state line at Thornton, Illinois, near Hammond, Our men who had horses 
and wagons hauled the stones to the church where other men did the unloading, 


The amazing part of this foundation is that the footings are only eighteen 
inches below grade, I discovered this in 1953 when we added the educational 
unit at the south end of the building, I thought this was worth some publicity 
so made it known to the Chesterton Tribune, They sent a reporter and photo- 
grapher to the scene and later a picture and story appeared in our local paper 
in July 1953. 


Today architects and engineers prefer that footings be 40" below grade to get 
below the frost line, Regardless of this, we find the walls of our church resting 
on a foundation going only 18" below grade, reveal no cracks in the masonry 88 
years after they were built. 


Perhaps the following will give us the answer, when we hear of the size of 
these footings and how they were held together. The footings are 36" wide at 
the bottom and 24" wide at the top. It is extended to about 18" above grade to 
where the 16" brick walls commence, These stones and rocks are held together 
by a hand-made mortar that is so tough and hard we could not chip it off with a 
brick hammer or cold chisel. This mortar was composed of lime and sharp sand, 
The lime was unslacked and came in lump size in barrels, It had to be slacked 
by dumping it in a huge mortar box and adding water. This was really a hot 
mess when it got to working. Next it had to be worked over with a large mortar 
hoe until the lime was thoroughly dissolved. The right amount of clean sharp sand 
(not lake sand) was added and more water and continually stirred with the 
mortar hoe, 


It took a real artisan to know exactly how to mix, get it to the proper con- 
sistency to be acceptable to these very particular Swedish masons, This mortar 
was added quite liberally between these field stones and limestone and then was 


8%. 
FOR THE LORD HATH BUILT UP ZION; HE HATH APPEARED IN HIS GLORY. Psalm 102:16 


plastered very thoroughly over the inside and outside of all foundation walls 
that were exposed above the grade, You can see them to this day, below the 
brick walls on the original part of the building on the west side, They jut out 
four inches from the brick wall both inside and outside. Now the foundation 
was complete and ready to receive the many thousands of brick that were neatly 
laid on them, (see illustration on page 81.) Children walked around the 
church on this 4" bevel. (a game 


THE STRUCTURAL WORK: The forefathers were not only experts in masonry, but in 
many other lines, Most of these early Scandinavians were expert woodsmen and 
knew how to select trees that were best suited for timber and lumber, Many 
thousands of feet were needed even though the building was of brick, The 
proper curing of this lumber was very important and it took a long time to do 
this, most likely up to two years, No kilns for fast processing as we know it 
today were available, 


They would go into the woods and mark the trees that were wanted, After the 
felling, the logs were hauled to the saw mill, where they were cut to size 
according to the specifications, There were many of these mills here and they 
were operated by water power. I know of three such mills on Coffee Creek in 
this county. They were: 

Long's Mill at Woodville near the home of Carl Olson (2 mi. south & eastward) 

Brown's Mill on the "sidewalk road", one mile south of town, 

Blackwell's Mill at the corner of Highway 49 and Porter Ave, 


There were more on other streams in the area, A map of Porter County made 
in 1855 shows the location of the mills at that time, Blackwell's Mill was 
built in a later year, This map is on the wall in the church archives room, 


After cutting, the timber and lumber were neatly piled outdoors on straight 
logs to keep the material off the ground. Each layer was separated by a 1"x 2" 
strip. This was to provide air space all around each timber and board, After 
all were stacked, a temporary roof of rough sawed boards was set up over each 
stack to protect it from rain and direct rays of the sun, 


I have marvelled at the hidden construction in this old temple of ours to 
which we fell heir from our forefathers, Being a builder I have had many oppor- 
tunities to get a good look at the inside of this hidden master carpentry, In 
the present day we do not have carpenters that could do this kind of trussing 
and bracing with the type of tools available today, Tools used in the 1880's 
are not found in the present day kit. Power tools were unknown then, 


My biggest opportunity came in the big remodeling of 1929, I supervised 
this job from start to finish, This was when we changed the architecture from 
Roman to Gothic, A knowledge of great value was added to my experience as a 
builder, Roman is quite simple, Gothic is very complicated, It is true, the 
architect Bror Malmstrom of Chicago, had it all worked out on paper, Making 
the building come out according to the plans.is not so easily done, Besides 
the main ceiling we had it to do on the chancel arch, the six alcoves on the 
sides of the nave and over the four organ grilles, There was a greatdeal of 
midnight oil burned to work out all these problems. During the 1929 remodel- 
ing we had much of the old board ceiling removed for electricians to do the 
rewiring. This gave me opportunity to inspect the old roof and ceiling 
construction, 


A real faithful old time member, Mr. Fred Nelson, had a great deal to do with 
this 1929 remodeling. Master carpenter that he was, found him diligently on the 
job, doing the work that needed the most particular and difficult workmanship, 


The wooden ceiling under the balcony was also removed so anyone interested 
could view the work of the master builders in 1880 and 1881, Have you ever 
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HE IS THE ONE HOLDS THE WHOLE BUILDING TOGETHER AND MAKES IT GROW INTO A 
SACRED TEMPLE OF THE LORD. IN UNION WITH HIM YOU TOO ARE BEING BUILT TO- 
GETHER WITH ALL THE OTHERS INTO A HOUSE WHERE GOD LIVES THROUGH HIS SPIRIT 

2 Ephesians 2:21-22 

wondered what was holding up this balcony safely for the many people who have 
used it on special occasions? Remember, there is no concrete or steel in its 
construction, Even the two columns on the main floor are of wood, The balcony 
floor was partially removed in 1964 so the town engineer could inspect it for 
safety, Mr Chester Stemp, town engineer, pronounced it as perfect. In 1964 
I also had my first look into the main floor construction, Two rows of 12" 

x 12" white oak timbers run lengthwise of the building, They are supported 
by huge white oak posts, Three rows of 3" x 12" rough sawed oak joist are set 
on brick walls and are mortised into the huge bearing timber and are spaced on 
16" centers, Strips are nailed to sides of joist, boarded over and mortar 
filled to a depth of four inches to serve as a deadener of sound, 


The huge supporting posts were not concealed, but stood there majestically 
for some 85 years for all to see and admire before they were removed to be re- 


placed by what we have today. Those in the south room 

of the basement of the original building were very neatly 
finished and had chamf- Ea ered corners, An ornamental cor- 
bel adorned the top of the post for two timbers to rest 
on, The posts in the north room were just plain round 


oak logs about 12" in 
oak corbel on top. 
finished (1907) but the 
for Jan. 14, 1907, page 
at is that in 88 years 
provided by the pioneers 
Neither dry rot nor ter- 
the entire building, 


diameter and with a plain heavy 
Years later the north room was 

log posts remained, (see minutes 
37). What I have often marvelled 
all of this well prepared timber 
has withstood the ravages of time. 
mites has been detected throughout 
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Scripture Submitted 


Members who had the opportunity to read the nine pages of this book 
before it was printed were requested to do so critically, They submitted 
Suggestions that were heeded, helping to make the book more meaningful, 
They were also asked to submit a scripture verse to be used in heading up 
each page, More were received than could be used in this manner, Below 
we print verses submitted in excess of those needed. We appreciate the 
interest and co-operation of those who made contributions, 


"For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them" Ephesians 2:10 


"For the gospel reveals how God puts men right with himself: it is through 
faith alone, from beginning to end, As the scripture says, "He who is put 
right with God through Faith shall live", Romans 1:17 


"If you obey my teaching you are really my disciples; you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free", John 8:31-32 


"I am the light of the world, Whoever follows me will have the light of 
life and will never walk in the darkness", John 8:12 


"Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me, and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, will suddenly come to his temple; but who can abide 
the day of his coming? And who shall stand when he appeareth? For he is 
like a refiner's fire", Malachi 3:1-2 


"He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require 
of thee, but to do justly, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with thy 
God", Micah 6:8 


"Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
merciful Father, the God from whom all help comes!" 2 Corinthians 1:3 


"So then, my dear brothers, stand firm and steady, keep busy always in 

your work for the Lord, since you know that nothing you do in the Lord's 

service is ever without value", 1 Corinthians 15:58 
"Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, rejoice". Philippians 4:4 
"Fight the good fight of the faith, lay hold on the life eternal" 1 Tim, 6:12 


"In my distress I called unto my God and he heard my voice out of his temple” 
2 Samuel 22:7 


"But if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him" 
Romans 6:8 


"Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might" Ephesians 6:10 


"I will give thanks unto the Lord with my whole heart, I will show forth 
all thy marvelous works" Psalm 9:1 


If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal - 1 Corinthians 13:1 


"The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament showeth his handiwork" 
Psalm 19:1 
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I WILL GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD ACCORDING TO HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS 
AND WILL SING PRAISE TO THE NAME OF THE: LORD MOST HIGH Psalm 7:17 


The Archives Committee wishes to express its appreciation to the follow- 
ing whose advance orders made possible the printing of this book, 


A MEMORIAL to Carole Miller Mr, & Mrs, John Read 

Louis Carlson Mr, & Mrs, Axel Tranberg (4) 

Mr, and Mrs, Elmer Vedell (4) Mr, & Mrs. Robert L, White (2) 
Mr, & Mrs, Dale Strickler Verne Vedell (2) 

Mr, & Mrs, Henry Hass (2) Irvin Dolk (2) 

Dr. & Mrs, Richard A, Richter, Opt. Mr, & Mrs, Malcolm E, Anderson (10) 
Mr, & Mrs, C, William Winey (2) Mr, & Mrs, Richard L, Kaufman 
Mr, & Mrs, John F, Pillman Mr, & Mrs, James H. Olson 

Mr. & Mrs, Thomas D, Vedell Mr, & Mrs, Leslie Pratt 

Mr. & Mrs, Alvin V, Hokanson Mr, & Mrs, Richard M, Smith 

Mr, & Mrs, Fritz C, Dietrich (12) Mr, & Mrs, Ernest Anderson 

Mr, & Mrs, Walter Carlson Mr. & Mrs, Milan Morgan 

Mr, & Mrs, Edward Ruoff (2) Mr, & Mrs, Donald Swoverland 

Mr, & Mrs, Russel Lee (2) Mrs, Maude Vedell 

Mr, Melvin Christopherson Lt, Col, & Mrs, Howard L, Vedell (Ret.) 
Mr, & Mrs, George Dougherty Mr, & Mrs, Frank Jones 

Mr, & Mrs, James Ruge Mrs, Clara Jasperson 

Mr, Clarence Holm Mr, & Mrs, Carl L. Nelson (2) 
Mr, & Mrs, Walter Weidman Mr, Elmer Pearson 

Mr. & Mrs, Herbert Peterson Mr, & Mrs, Chester L, Miller (3) 
Mrs, Stella Olson Miss Evelyn Westerberg (2) 

Miss Goldie Westerberg Miss Tillie Westerberg (Memorial) 
Mr, & Mrs, Edwin Nicholson (2) Mr, & Mrs, William W, Anderson (23) 
Mr. & Mrs, David R, Stegeman Mr. & Mrs, Delmar Johnson 

Mr, & Mrs, Vern Odom Mr. & Mrs, Ferd A, Lindberg 

Mr, & Mrs, Lester Sievert Mr, & Mrs, Lester Weidman 

Mr, & Mrs, Gust Wentland Mr, & Mrs, Delmar Trimble 

Mr, & Mrs, A, Y. Peterson Mr, & Mrs, Carl Edmonds (5) 

Mr, & Mrs, Malcolm M, Miller Mr, & Mrs, Dallas B, Summers 

Mr, Charles Miller (in service) Mr, & Mrs, Martin J, Ericson 

Mr, & Mrs, John Canright Mr. & Mrs, Emil Sundeen 

Mr..&« Mrs Randolph Lawrence Mr, & Mrs, Arthur Tonner (2) 

Mr, & Mrs, Robert F, Olson Mr, & Mrs, George Lowry 

Dr. & Mrs. T. C, Hall, M.D. Dr. Lois A, Scheimann, M.D. (2) 
Dr, Cyrus Moayad, M.D, Mr, & Mrs, Thomas Martinson 

Mr, & Mrs, Wilton Swanson Mr, & Mrs, Ralph A,: Luke 

Mr, & Mrs, Martin Anderson Miss Amelia Lindstrom 

Mrs, Arthur Pillman Mr. & Mrs, Fred Hyde 

Mr, & Mrs, Lloyd Johnson Mr, & Mrs, Chester Stemp 

Mr, & Mrs, Hilmer Chellberg Mr, & Mrs, Frank 0, Johnson 

Mr, & Mrs, Wayne Dietz Mr, & Mrs, Evar Edquist 

Mr, & Mrs, Gerald Nelson Mr. & Mrs, Casimer Nagroski (3) 
Pastor & Mrs, John C, Schultz Mr. & Mrs, Ronald Gustafson 

Mr. & Mrs, Paul Chellberg Mr, Dick Cauffman 

Mr, & Mrs, John H, Schlundt Mr, & Mrs, Robert Edmondson 

Mr, & Mrs, Arthur Larson Mr, & Mrs, Emil Poparad 

Mrs, Melvin A, Smedman Mr, & Mrs, Robert Greer 

Mrs, Agnes Ernst Mr, & Mrs, Glenn Nicholson 

Mr, & Mrs, John Long (2) Dr. & Mrs. J. S, Reynolds, M.D, 
Mr, & Mrs, Joseph Sargent Mr, & Mrs, George Fletcher 


Mr, & Mrs, Robert D, Anderson Mr, & Mrs, Harold Esserman 
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WE LOVE BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US -- 1 John 4:19 


Advance orders for books: 


Mr & Mrs Fred Horn Mr & Mrs Oliver H Johnson 
Dr & Mrs Howard Peters Mr & Mrs Dale Rankin 

Mr & Mrs Thomas A Stephenson Mr & Mrs Dick Anderson 

Mr & Mrs Michael C Harris Mr & Mrs Robert A Welsh 
Mr & Mrs George Pritchard Mr & Mrs John Setser 

Mr & Mrs John Marimon Mr & Mrs Reginald Anderson 
Mr & Mrs Oliver W Reese,Sr Mrs Sylvia M Smith (5) 

Mr & Mrs Roy Holm Mr & Mrs William Morris 

Mr & Mrs Clifford Krone Mr & Mrs Robert G Dunbar (2) 
Mr & Mrs James Wallin Mr & Mrs Melvin Hood 

Mrs Naomi Studebaker (3) Mr & Mrs Alfred Nelson 

Mr & Mrs Alan McNeill Mr & Mrs Ernest H Olson 
First State Bank of Porter Mr & Mrs Lennart Ahdel 

Mr & Mrs Clifford Lindell Mr & Mrs Walter W Bauer, Jr. (2) 
Mr & Mrs Harry B Bush Mr & Mrs Robert Johnson 
Miss Naomi K Setterdahl Mr & Mrs Floyd Frank 
Chesterton State Bank Mr & Mrs Elliott Johnson 
Mr & Mrs Harold Peterson Mr & Mrs Howard Johnson 
Mr & Mrs Ralph C J Anderson Mr & Mrs Roy Brooks 

Mr & Mrs Norman B Finnstrom Mr & Mrs C Howard Hageman 
Mr & Mrs Edmund Harbrecht Mr & Mrs Kenneth Hyden 


Mr & Mrs Robert Fuller Mr Arthur C Johnson 
Mr & Mrs Rudolph Beilfuss 


As we now go to press we have received 202 advance orders, Thank you} 


Ten copies of this book are being presented to various Archives, 
Libraries, Historical groups and societies: 


Westchester Library, Chesterton 

Porter Library 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod Archives 

Valparaiso University Library 

Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago 
Porter County Historical Museum, Valparaiso 
Swedish Pioneer Historical Society, Chicago 
Royal Archives, Stockholm, Sweden 

Chicago Historical Society 

Indiana Historical Society, Indianapolis 


Sponsors are the following: 


Mr & Mrs William Anderson Mr & Mrs Walter W Bauer, Jr 
Chesterton State Bank Mr & Mrs Fritz Dietrich 

Mr & Mrs Robert G Dunbar Mr & Mrs Carl Edmonds 

First State Bank of Porter Mr & Mrs Carl L Nelson 

Mr & Mrs Axel Tranberg Mr & Mrs Elmer Vedell 

Mr & Mrs Robert L White Mr & Mrs Casimer Nagroski 
Mr & Mrs Ralph C J Anderson Mr & Mrs Edward Ruoff 


Mr & Mrs Henry Hass 


Thirteen copies to certain individuals designated by the committee at 
the request of four of the above sponsors, 


February 13, 1970 The Archives Committee 
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I WILL DO A NEW THING; NOW SHALL IT SPRING FORTH ... I WILL 
EVEN MAKE A WAY IN THE WILDERNESS, AND RIVERS IN THE DESERT, 
Isaiah 43:19 


Karly biography of Pastor August Challman: 


August Challman was born January 1, 1841 in Gothenburg, Sweden, At 
15 years he was employed in a carriage factory, Then for a year and a 
half he attended a seminary preparing for a teaching position, After 
that he attended a more advanced indtitution at Ahlsborg for two years, 
He then taught in a private school for two and one half years, 

In 1868 he came to America, settling in Bailly Town where he taught 
in Augsburg congregation for a year and a half, From there he went to 
Chicago, teaching in Immanuel church for three years, After that he went 
to Paxton, Illinois where he attended Augustana College and Theological 
Seminary, preparing for the ministry. After ordination he served Augus- 
tana congregation in Hobart until 1875 when he was called to Augsburg, 
Pastor Challman's death occurred May 15, 1900, (see History of Porter 
and Lake County by William Goodspeed page 293 published 1882) 


Pastor Challman's eldest son Samuel served as Director of Special 
Education for the State of Minnesota just previous to his retirement in 
1934, (in a letter to us dated Dec, 30, 1969 from the Minnesota Department 
of Education), 


OUR COMMUNITY: 

Westchester Township is the historic ground of Porter County. The first 
white settler was Joseph Bailly (Bu-ye), a French fur trader, in 1822, His 
home was built on a high bluff above the Calumet River, two miles north of 
Chesterton, just across the river from Peterson's greenhouse, 


The second white settler was Jesse Morgan in 1833. He settled on 
Porter Ave, just east of Chesterton, His sons John and George have descen- 
dents in our community -- Mrs Harry Smith and her son Richard Smith, daughter 
and grandson of John Morgan, Also Edward L, Morgan (deceased in January 1970) 
and Mrs John Read, son and granddaughter of George Morgan, There are others, 
The third white settler was William Thomas after whom Thomas Centennial Park 
was named, (commonly referred to as Railroad Park) Jesse Morgan died in 1853. 


The early employment of the people in this area during the 1850's and 
1860's was lumbering, Virgin forests covered the land, A lumbering company 
from Chicago removed much of the timber and then sold the land to the resi- 
dents here at a price of from $6 to $12 per acre, They then cleared the land 
and prepared it for farming. Removal of the stumps was a difficult and 
tedious job, An excellent narrative of their experiences is in the archives 
having been translated by Mrs Axel Tranberg from a paper written by Pastor 
John Torell in 1920, 


There were water powered and steam powered mills here as well as some 
portable saw mills, The timber and lumber for our church was quite likely 
cut on the Blackwell Mill only two blocks from our church site, This mill 
was built in 1873 at the northeast corner of Porter Ave, and Highway 49, The 
building was remodelled and is presently occupied by Dick Smith's Pontiac 
Sales and Service, This was a steam powered mill, saw, flour and grist, 

The writer visited it when owned and operated by the father of Horace 
Cooper,Sr, from 1902 until about 1915. Long's Mill still stands, although 
idle, in Woodville near the home of Carl Olson, It was a grist and flour 
mill, operated by water power, The dam is still in place, 
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The Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railroad was built through here 
in 1852 when we were still known as Calumet, (Coffee Creek before that), 
The name was changed in 2853 to avoid confusion with Calumet, Illinois, 
By this coincidence we fell heir to the name Chesterton, the only incorpor- 
ated community in the entire world by that name, We were officially in- 
corporated under the name on October 5, 1869 by a vote of 45 to 2, The 
name Westchester had been proposed but was turned down by the Post Office 
Department because there were already too many Westchesters, 
Employment in the early years was lumbering and farming. Railroading 
began in 1852. Brick making began in the late 1860's when individuals 
made brick, The first brick yard was built in 1871 in Hageman (Porter), 
This yard continued until 1925. Other brick yards were operated along the 
Calumet River Valley eastward to a point near Graham Woods where a Mr Ander— 
son operated a yard, The Hillstrom Organ Factory began operations in 1880, 
located in the area now occupied by the Post Office at 4th and Broadway, and 
a ways westward, This industry brought skilled cabinet makers to our town, 
In about 1900 an enamel-ware factory was operated on West Broadway at 
10th and iith St., being succeeded by a Glass Factory which operated for about 
15 years in the building now occupied by The Talos Company at 10th and Broad- 
way. There was a Bell Foundry on North Waverly Road in the 1900's. 
Other industries were The Sal Mountain Asbestos Uompany, The Featherbone Fac- 
tory and The Reid Murdock Pickle Factory, Just west of it was a brass foundry, 
These were on i5th St. near the LJ&E R.R. There was a Shoe Factory on Porter 
Ave, at 14th St. A Chemical Company operated at 4th & Broadway just before 
and after 1920 until destroyed by fire. This was the building first built 
by the Organ Factory. Some of these industries were short lived, oper- 
ating from 1894 and on, The advent of U.S.Steel at Gary in 1906 made it dif- 
ficult for them to compete for labor, 


Within the last three years Bethlehem Steel, our namesake, has built 
right in our own front yard, Welcome, Bethlehem, you have a good name, It 
means "House of Bread", 


Encouraged by the small industries operating at the west end of town, 
the Porter Home Investment Co,, led by A. J. Bowser, editor of The Tribune 
platted what came to be known as "The Boom", the area between 5th and 15th 
Streets and from Broadway to Porter Ave, Several homes were built at that 
time but only in the last three decades did the area fill in with houses, 


The first school was held in the home of Jesse Morgan during the winter 
of 1833-34, an itinerant teacher being employed, The brick school on Indiana 
Avenue between 2nd and 3rd Streets was named Thomas School in recent years, 
honoring the third white settler, It was built in 1879, Morgan's School 
just east of town was the first school but it has been impossible to determine 
the year when it was built, The first school held in a separate building 
was in a vacant trading post building on Section 5 Township 36 Range 5, during 
the winter of 1836. The location is the same as that of Morgan's School, In 
1855 the state established the Township School District, From this we con- 
clude that the brick school serving District 2 was built in the late 1860's 
but no later than 1871. My mother attended ist grade there in 1872, Bricks 
were available in quantity at Hobart in 1867, (the attendant at the Porter 
County Historical Museum provided documents supporting these conclusions), 

Her name is Mrs Trevor Stalbaun, 


PASTOR A, ANDREEN and GUSTAV: Dr Conrad Bergendoff has written me in a letter 
dated January 1, 1970 that one of Augsburg's early pastors was A, Andreen, 

born in Sweden Sept. 10, 1827. He served Augsburg in Porter and Bethany in 
LaPorte simultaneously from 1862 to 1866, During these years a son Gustav 

was born in Porter, Gustav Andreen became the fourth president of Augustana 
College & Theological Seminary (1901-1925). He was succeeded by Dr Conrad 
Bergendoff. Bethany church in LaPorte was founded in 1857 and Augsburg in 1858, 


(compiled by Elmer Vedell February 5, 1970) 
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LET-US NOT BE WEARY IN WELL DOING; FOR IN DUE SEASON WE SHALL 
REAP, IF WE FAINT NOT --- Galatians 6:9 


The early churches organized in the community were: 


1857 -- St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Church, built on the north side, 
The present church at 3rd and Indiana was built in 1876 


1858 -- Augsburg Lutheran Church on Mineral Springs Road 


1860's- The Methodist Church was active as early as 1835 in the person 
of a layman named Joseph Beck. He made the arrangements for and 
conducted the funeral of Joseph Bailey who was the first white 
settler. (Spelling is by a daughter who preferred it that way) 
Lots for the church were purchased in 1862 at 2nd and Indiana, 
Because of the civil war the church was not completed until 1865. 


1879 -- Swedish Methodist Church on Lincoln Avenue 
1879 -- Bethlehem Lutheran Church also on Lincoln Avenue 
1880 -- St, John's --- first organized as a Lutheran Church using the 


German language, It is presently St, John's United Church of Christ 


The early settlers in Chesterton were Swedes, IRISH, English, Polish 
and German, Many learned one another's language and they were good neighbors 
each one to the other, 


A map of Porter County made in 1855 will be found in the Archives Roon, 
provided by Don's Camera, 


Also a map of Westchester Township made in 1876, provided by the Porter 
County Historical Museum in the courthouse in Valparaiso, 


Paul's Message to Timothy 


I have fought the good fight, 
I have finished the course, 
I have kept the faith; 
Henceforth there is laid up for me 
The crown of righteousness, 
Which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
Shall give to me at that day; 
And not to me only, 
But also to all them that have loved his appearing, 


2 Timothy 4:7-8 


BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD WHO TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD - John 1:29 
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WHEREFORE, MY BELOVED BRETHREN, BE YE STEADFAST, UNMOVABLE, ALWAYS 
ABOUNDING IN THE WORK OF THE LORD, FOREASMUCH AS YE KNOW THAT YOUR 


LABOR IS NOT VAIN IN THE LORD --- 1 Corinthians 15:58 
A Closing Prayer 


O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home: 


Under the shadow of thy throne thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is thine arm alone, and our defence is sure, 


Before the hills in order stood, or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting thou art God, to endless years the same, 


A thousand ages in thy sight are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun, 


Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all its sons away; 
They fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day. 


O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
Be thou our guide while troubles last, and our eternal home! Amen, 


We offer our thanks for great historic memories that remind us of our debt 
to yesterday and keep us faithful to the best our forefathers wrought, We 
are grateful to those who lifted their eyes above their plodding feet to 
see eternity in time, and the ultimate beyond the immediate, Their faith 
rekindled in us is the source of our fortitude, Thanks be to Thee, O God, 
for pilgrims and pioneers who sacrificed the small moment of comfort for 
the sake of both principle and progress, 


Grant, O God, that our thanks may find expression in our devotion to justice 
and truth, integrity and goodness in our common life, Protect us by Thy 
might, great God our King, Amen! 

The Benediction 


The Lord bless thee, and keep thee, 


The Lord make his face to shine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee, 


The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace: 


In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. 


Amen! 


January 21, 1970 
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BLESSED IS THE MAN THAT HEARETH ME, WATCHING DAILY AT MY GATES, 
WAITING AT THE POSTS OF MY DOORS, FOR WHOSO FINDETH ME 
FINDETH LIFE, AND SHALL FIND FAVOR WITH THE LORD 


Proverbs 8:34-35 


Russel Lee, chairman of the Archives Committee 


Date of Birth: 
Baptized: 
Confirmed: 
Marriage: 


Education: 


Employment: 


Military service: 


In the church: 


March 28, 1905, Michigan City, Indiana 

June 3, 1905 by the Rev, D. A, Lofgren, Michigan City 
June 15, 1919, the Rev. John Torell, Bethlehem 
November 27, 1958 to Mary E, Flagg, Rochester, Indiana 


Grades 1 to 5 at New Durham and Coolspring Township 
schools in LaPorte County, Indiana, 

Grades 6 to 12 at Chesterton, graduating from Chesterton 
High school in 1923, 


U, S, Steel Corporation, 1928 to 1969 - one year at 
Gary Steel Works plate mill as inspector, Thirty- 
nine years at Buffington, Indiana Universal Atlas 
Cement Division, Chemical Laboratory as laboratory 
technician, 


During World War II served in the United States Army, 
Trained in Chemical Warfare Service, Served 
overseas for two years as censor in Censorship 
Detachment at New Delhi, India, During a three 
week furlough in 1944 visited the Andhra Lutheran 
Church missionary field at Guntur, Andhra Pradesh 
State, South India, 


At various times served on the Church Council, in the 
positions of church treasurer, church secretary, 
Church School superintendent for seven years, 
teacher, delegate to Synod and Conference meetings, 
Also as president of the Lutheran Brotherhood lo- 
cally, as Secretary of the Illinois Conference 
Brotherhood in 1940, 

Presently serving as chairman of the Bethlehem Archives 
Committee, 


HAPPY IS THE MAN THAT FINDETH WISDOM, AND THE MAN THAT GETTETH 


UNDERSTANDING. 


THEN SHALT THOU WALK IN THY WAY SECURE- 


LY, AND THY FOOT SHALL NOT STUMBLE. Proverbs 3:13,23 


Terry W, Dietz, secretary of Archives Committee 


Date of Birth: 
Baptized: 
Confirmed: 


Education: 


Activities: 


April 23, 1950 in Valparaiso 
July 16, 1950 in Bethlehem - The Rev. Carl 0. Lorimer 
June 14, 1964 in Bethlehem - The Rev, John Strom 


Graduate of Chesterton High School 

Studied life of Luther and his journey over the European 
continent while on a three-week visit in Europe in 1967. 

Now attending Glen Oaks Community College at Centerville, 
Michigan, Pursuing a liberal arts course with a 
major in history. 


Manager and trainer with varsity football team for two 
years while attending Chesterton High School. 
Participated in several area 4-H clubs 


SIE. 


COMMIT THY WORKS UNTO THE LORD, AND THY THOUGHTS SHALL BE ESTABLISHED, Prov. 633 


Elmer Vedell, author-translator 


Date of birth: 
Baptized: 
Confirmed: 
Marriage: 


Education: 


Employment: 


Retirement: 


Military service: 


Community service: 


In the church: 


January 13, 1896 in Chesterton 

January 26, 1896 by Pastor 0. V. Holmgrain 

June 11, 1911 by Pastor J. B. Bennett 

May 15, 1927 to Myrtle Finnstrom, Pastor A, J. Johnson 


Graduate of Chesterton elementary school in June, 1911 
Gary Business College, September 1911 to April 1912. 
Columbia School of Music, Chicago 1915-16-17-18, 

Voice and violin 


E. J. & E, Ry. 1912 to 1918 

Gary Steel Works, 1919 to 1961 in rolling mills, testing 
laboratory, and finishing as Asst, to Chief Metallurgist, 

Gary Armor Plate Plant, 1942 to 1945 as Asst, to Superintendent 

Augustana Book Concern, manager of Chicago book store 1932-34 


February 1, 1961 and on, on, and on! 


1918-1919 as Army Field Clerk, Played baseball on the 
camp team and violin in the Liberty Theatre orchestra 
daily for vaudeville, Camp Sherman, Ohio, 


Assisted in organizing the first High School orchestra and 
played violin in it for three years, 

Taught 30 violin and one viola pupil on request of High School 

Played ‘on Chesterton's semi-pro baseball team in 1912 and on, 

President of Music Parents Association for Chesterton High 
School in its first two years after organization 1945-46, 

Cubmaster Pack 290, 1945-46-47, 

Chesterton Park Board, 1950-1954, 

Water Utility Board, 1965-66-67. 

Supervisor of Civil Defense, 1961-62, 

Managed American Legion Junior baseball team two years, 


Sunday school superintendent, 1924-1937 

Choir director, 1917-1956 in Chesterton and Gary. Senior, 
youth and junior choirs, Calumet area Lutheran choir, 
1923, ‘24, "25 and '26, 

Sunday school teacher, 30 years, 

Deacon, trustee, treasurer and financial secretary - Sexton, 

Treasurer for Augustana Synod Lutheran Brotherhood 1934-35 

Delegate to American Federation of Lutheran Brotherhoods, 

President, Ill, Conference Lutheran Brotherhood 1931-32-33, 

Member Illinois Conference Executive Board in 1930's 

Raised funds for Lutheran School of Theology 

Attended my first annual meeting January 4, 1912, 

Delegate to numerous conference and synod meetings 

Served as church secretary 


And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out 
my spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophecy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams, 


Acts 2:17 
Also Joel 2:28 
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IF YE ABIDE IN MY WORD, THEN ARE YE TRULY MY DISCIPLES ;AND e SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH, AND THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE 
John 8 331-32 


cE 


Choir ~ Vacation School. School 
Date lonitesen 4 Secestaty Secretary Treas, Deacons Trustees 5 .o,cupt OrganistDirector | Sexton | Superintendent | 


1879 astor A, Swan Anderson | Swan Anderson 
2-12 jj Challman J.G.Lofgren Daniel Lindahl | Sam Anderson 

) A.P,.Johanson Jonas Johnson 

Frank Bergstron P.J.Lindell 

| C,Lindstrom 
1879 A,Challman | J.G.Lofgren Pastor 
3-25 
1879 
8-26 A.Challman | A,Hylander 


MrsOlson 


1880 Swan |John Swanson F Bergstrom 
1-13 A,Challman | PeteLindell |Anderson|F Bergstrom Jonas Johnson 
Annaul 
1880 

A.chatiman | A.chatiman | Pete uinaen| | 


1880 | 
7-27 A,Challman [Pete Lindell 


1881 
1-11 A,Challman [E.Newlander Swan |F,Bergstrom Pete Lindell 
Anderson August Blom 


co see 
Members 


to take 
turns 


Mrs E Newlander 


Delegate 


None 


'P J Lindell 


to synod 


Frank Bergstrom| RESOLUTION ON CHURCH BUILDING 


to conference 


SYNOD: Augsburg 


CONF; 


delegate 
Daniel 
Lindahl 


offering 


Items of importance 


This was the meeting of organization - 


112 were present and 13 others made known 
their desire to affiliate 


$200, Mrs Hopkins for $275, Mr Quick 


=e a eee 
et RSs Bee: ots offerred to church: Mr Pelham 3 for 
for $300 Mr Pelham's lots purchased 


300 and 
offering, 
Augsburg 

does same, 


AND COST: H Christianson,P J Lindell, 
J Widman, D Lindahl, Jonas Johnson, 
A F Strom,Swan Anderson and J 
TAKE SUBSCRIPTION FOR BUILDING 
Daniel Lindahl- John Swanson - 
J Widman and Swan Anderson 
OVERSEE BUILDING AS PLANNED BY} CONGREGATION 
Pastor Challman-D Lindahl-Swan Anderson 
H Christianson-J Widman-F Bergs 
Sam Anderson-Olof Kron-Jonas Jo 
SUPERVISE HAULING OF STONE 
Fritiof Bergstrom 
SOLICITING COMMITTEES 
Brick Yard: C Rapp and John E C¢ 
Augsburg: Swan Anderson-Augus 
Outside: A Challman-P J Linde 
Sam Anderson-Daniel Li 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
C Rapp-Fritiof Bergstrom 
P Strom-Peter Lindell 


300 and 


Xmas off- 
ering 


Voluntary 
$442.87 


$2,345 ex- 


RECEIVE SUBSCRIPTION PAYMENTS pended in 
C Rapp-Peter Carlson in 1880 
CEILING COMMITTEE $ 355 debt 


Frank Bergstrom-Jonas Johnson- 
Swan Anderson-Jonas Widman 
Fritiof Bergstrom-P J Lindell 


Services in the new church were 
first held in the summer of 1881 


-94-L 
HONOR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER, THAT THY DAYS MAY BE LONG, AND THAT IT MAY GO WELL WITH THEE, IN THE 
LAND WHICH THE LORD THY GOD GIVETH THEE. Deuteronomy 5:16 


EI EEE, EE EE 


1881 
12-14 } A.Challman jE Nylander 


1882 | 
1-20 #f A.Challman jA F A F Gustafson |C Lindahl 
Annual Gustafson Carl Johanson 
| A Anderson 
| 


Swan 
Anderso 
» ee ee ee eee 
-2 A Challman jA F Gustafso 
oo), a re eS eee 
-16 A Challman jA F Gustafson 


A Challman |A F oe 


1883 | 

2-14 | A Challman | S Nilson 

1884 | Alan Aug.Hillstrom 
1-30 A Challman S Nilson [Lindahl Aug.Chellberg 


Fritihof 
Bergstrom A F Gustafson 


co) 
R 


' 
Delegate Committees Finances |Member dues aprahaeies 
Salary 


BUY SECOND HAND FURNACE 
Daniel Lindahl-Swan Anderson- 
SUBSCRIPTION FOR $150 
Pete Lindell-Charles Sundeen 
Charles Lindstrom 
Anders P Johanson 

SYNOD: Augsburg TO LIGHT LAMPS 
delegate |Swan Anderson-H Christianson- 

Swan Mr Nyquist-Carl Johanson- 

Pete Lindell-Jonas Widman- 


682,01 in- 
come 
$1,088 loan 


Voluntary 


CONF: 


46.44 Bal, 
9722.57 debt 


TO FIND A SONG LEADER 
Pastor Challman-Daniel Lindahl 


CONFERENCE: PLASTER CHURCH INTERIOR 
A F Gustafson |Daniel Lindahl-Jonas Johnson 
Frank Bergstrom 
SUBSCRIPTION ,NON MEMBERS 
Daniel Lindahl-Swan Anderson-A F Gustafson 
SYNOD: Augsburg PLACE LOUVERS IN TOWER No report $4 for men $300 and 
delegate |Pastor Challman-Swan Anderson for 1882 $3 for women offering 
A Chellberg-Daniel Lindahl 


BUILD STALLS FOR HORSES 
Pete Lindell-Jonas Johnson- 
BEAUTIFY CHURCH GROUNDS 
Daniel Lindahl-Swan Anderson-C Bundeen 
SUBSCRIPTION 
A Lindvall-Peter Carlson- - 
| C Rapp and G Widman 


No report The same $400 and 
1883 offering 


Items ofk importance 
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I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD: THE GOOD SHEPHERD LAYETH DOWN HIS LIFE FOR THE SHEEP - John 10:11 


r-~—t~=—<“—=t~s‘sSC:Ctd Sd Choir | “Vacation School School 
Date Chairman oe - ay | Treas, Deacons Trustees Supt Organist Pirector | Sexton | Superintendent 


OE ES 


-12 {A Challman | 5 Nilson 
1884 
8-22 A Challman |S Nilson 

| 
1885 | CR John Carlson A Lindahl 
1-13 jf} A Challman [Hillstrom Aug Hillstrom | John Widman 
smn} A Lindvall Adolph 

Carl Rapp 
1885 
1-27 A Challman |C E Hillstro 
pe , 
A Challman |CE Hillstro 

atin i| 


J E Nyquist 
A Gustafson 


Chas.Johnson 
Fr Anderson 
John Widman 
A Lindahl 

Swan Anderson 


Carl Rapp 
Frank Johnson 
John Carlson 
Aug Hillstrom 
A Chellberg 


Gustafson 
1886 
1-26 1A Challman |C E Hillstre 


Challman haying resigned, 
Victor Sett 


setterdahl 
* Berg declin 
Erlander ded 


d our call. 
lined our call, 


Delegate 


SYNOD:A Chellber 


CONF: Swan 
Anderson 
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Pastor; 
peregste | __ committees | Pinnnoos ponder anos | ERIES5" 


Ts SUBSCRIPTION 
A Lindvall-A F Gustafson 


Jonas Johnson 
FENCE: C E Hillstrom- 
A Chellberg-Swan Anderson- 
BASEMENT WORK 
A Challman-A F Gustafson- 
Swan Anderson- 5S Nilson- 
C E Hillstrom 


1884 income: 
$1,139 

$1,080 Exp. 
59 Bal. 


SOLICIT $60 FOR ORGAN 
Daniel Lindahl-A Chellberg-John|Bergstrom 

COLLECT $1 FROM EACH MEMBER 
TO APPLY ON DEBT: Jonas Lindval}]- 
John Sjostrom-Adolph Vedell-Jonas Johnson 


SUBSCRIPTION FOR PICKET FENCE 
John Widman 


RAISE FUNDS TO APPLY ON DEBT 
August Chellberg-Jonas Johnson- 
Pete Nelson-Pete Lindell 


1885 
$973 income 
893 expense 

80 Balance 
$1,835 Debt 


Items of importance 
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| . Choir Superintendent 
Date | Chairman Secretary | Treas, Deacons Trustees SS SuptjOrganist |Director | Sexton | Vacation School 


a  — —— 
—_—_—— eee 


11-30 |] A Chellberg | 5S Swanson Vote for calling Pastlor A G Ekeberg was 39 'lyes" and |26 "no" | Call not} extended 
12-14 _ al Bethlé¢hem decided to ]|call its own pastor by Ja vote of 


1887 Pastor Andrew A Chellberg Fritiof 
1-12 || C Granath, |S Swanson indahl | A Swanson Bergstrom 
Annual Chicago J E Carlson 


1887 | Pastor 
| Olsson 


Flint Lake,l mo, 
Carl Rapp S Grans | Burdick, 1 month 
In town,2 months 


1888 Augustus Par A ends Guat P A Johnson August Pastor Flint Lake,l mo, 
1-14 Olsson A Hillgren WJohnson Gustav Gustafson Olsson | 5 Grans | In town,2 months 
Annual Lindvall P Lindell home 1 


1888 Pastor Axel 
io? alla 
4-7 Olsson Challman 
1888 Pastor 


1889 John G 
1-18 ninaapia Lundquist 
Olsson 
Annual 


6-13-89 J i ntil Sapt 1, 188 
Annual J] J B Bennett | A Eliason ohnson Lindahl Swanson 
2-7 J B Bennett Eliason 


1890 

9-2 | JB Bennett | A Eliason : 

1891 

1-1 JJ B Bennett | A Eliason Par A | Chas Johnson |P A Johnson Amy 
Jonas Johnson Swanson 


C G Ryden 
So Anderson Lars Carlson 
J E Carlson 


Malinda 
Magnuson 
Amy a Adolph 


Par A S Anderson Andrew Lindahl 
Johnson |Carl Kj81 Anders Anderso 
Chas Johnson Albert Nelson 
Fred Nelson 
J E Carlson 


2 mos, south rout 
2 mos, in town 


Swanson Vedell 


ed but served 
Fred Nelson Erland 


has S 2 mos, in town 
Chas Brunell 


Johnson 2 mos,south rte, 


ce) 
KR 
(eo) 
| 
n 
n 
ce) 
a 
KR 
ia) 
n 
tle 


$1 tuition for 1 
child; 50 cents 
for others 


oe 
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SYNOD: D,Lindahl 
CONF: D,Lindahl 
FURNACE COMMITTEE 
P A Johnson-Daniel Lindahl 
_A@G Olsson-P J Lindell 


BUILDING OF PARSONAGE 
Pastor Olsson-Lars Carlson- 
S Anderson- Daniel Lindahl 


SYNOD:D Lindahl 
CONF:P J Lindell | 


No report 


$600 and 
offering 


SYNOD: None 
CONF: D Lindahl 


$1,140 income $600 and 
844 expense offering 
296 bal, 


on GOOD WILL & SICK SOCIETY 
Pastor Bennett-Lars Carlson 
Swan Anderson-August Hillstrom 


ISYNOD:Swan Ander 
CONF: A Lindahl 


Items of importance 


Bethlehem decided to call its own pastor 


seminary student called to be pastor, 
Vote 45 "yes" and 3 "no" Served from 
6-1-1887 to 9-1-1889, 


Sinking Fund Society organized - 10¢ per 
month dues, Apply on indebtedness, 


Pastor Olsson resigned - served until 
Sept. 1, 1889 


Date 


EE ES ES SS ss s-ss--s———ssssssssssssssssssssss: 
eee eee Oe OT 


en ee = 
2-2 J B Bennett |] A Eliason J B Bennett 


1892 

1-1 J B Bennett] A Eliason 

Annual 

1893 
1-2 J B Bennett | P J Lindell 

Annual 

189. P 
1-1 J B Bennett 

Annual 


1894 
2-25 J B Bennett 
8-28 
10-2 


Swan Anderson 
C A Kj81 


A Eliason 
A Lindahl 


C Brunell 
Pete Nelson 

Erland Lindahl 
C A Peterson 


Pete 2mo, in town 
Nelson 1 mo, Flint Lake 
72 enrolled 


success 
Pete 2 mo, in town 
Nelson 1 mo, Flint Lake 
Chas,Johnson 
teacher,Flint L, 


Pastor Bennett 


prve during 
pPason 


1895 Jt D-Denieiec Lars Carlson 2 mo, in town 
1-1 Swan Anderson |Adolph Vedell 1 mo, Flint Lake 
student 
Annual G Lindstroml 
DRETEE Completely 
paid for by The Young {Peo president 
2ai2 = aoe 
2-12 Anderson 
1895 |] Pastor H 
4-16 || Douren of 
Augsburg 
gab |! Douren be usnistron| |_| 
9-24 iH Douren E Hillstrom 
1896 Erland |P J Lindell E Lindahl Alex 
1-1 || H Douren EK Hillstrom Aug.Hillstrom | Chas,Johnson Hogstrom 
Annual 


2 
| 
| sf 


Amy harles |2 mo, in town 
Swanson ohnson 2mo, Flint Lake 
Pastor Bennett 
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Pastor's 
F| Delegate Committees Finances Member dues} salary Items of importance 


Extended invitation to Augsburg to affiliate 
with Bethlehem, 45 voted "yes" & 7 "no" 
$600 and 
offering 


“SYNOD:D Lindahl 
CONF: A Lindvall 


$458 collected on subscription 


245 adults and 135 children 


dues after 
April ist 


ber for synod 
dues 


SYNOD: None 
CONF: Charles 
Johnson 


BELL COMMITTEE 
esident 
Pty 
51843 income 
3 bal. 
1632 debt 


The church debt could be paid if 200 
members each gave $7.50, We have 
250 adult members, 


It was decided tok buy a church bell 
weighing 2,000 lbs, from the McShane 
Bell Foundry, Baltimore, Md, 


“SYNOD: None 
CONF: A Lindvall 


Charles Grans-John Lonnerberg 
Pastor M J Englund,Jamestown,N Y was 
nominated, 21 "yes", 36 "no", Not called, 
Pastor Augustus Olsson,Manchester,Conn, 
and student Danielson nominated, Olsson 
26 votes, Danielson 38, Danielson called, 


+ The call to student Danielson was elected 
to be sent to him again 


Student Danielson declined our call,Pastor 
Augustus Olsson, Helena,Montana was then 


called with 28 "yes" and "12 "no" votes 
bastor O V Holmgrain ot Paxton, i1ilinois 


was nominated and called to be pastor, 
Increasing the membership dues was con- 
sidered but tabled until the next meeting. 


C E Hillstrom - Chas,Pearson, p 
of Young People's Literary Soci 
COMMITTEE FOR WORDING ON BELLIL 
879 income 
838 expense 
44 bal. 


Pastor Bennett-Daniel Lindahl- 


SYNOD: None 
CONF: P J Lindel 
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COME UNTO ME, ALL YE THAT LABOR AND ARE HEAVY LADEN, AND I WILL 
GIVE YOU REST ,... FOR MY YOKE IS EASY, AND MY BURDEN IS LIGHT - Matthew 11:28-30 


LS 


1-1 Pp Holmgrain |CE Hillstrom Nyquist | arrange for the 


Annual _ school 
7 or tomeasl wie | | fanaa — a 
1-20 OV Holmgrain Hillstrom J A Widman 
a Pee ee fT 
7-28 A Eliason 
"9-6 ||texe Cextsor 4 stsacon | | a eee 
9-8 || Lars Carlson A Eliason | 
1898 | 
1-3 OV Holmgrain A Eliason ‘ 
Annual 
1898 ust Lindstrom Andrew | 
1899 Linaen: [7 Nelson Frank Johnson Andrew 
1-9 |} OV Holmgrain| A Eliason {Lindell Peter Krland Lindahl Holmgrai Nyquist | to arrange | 
Annual Anderson Hwan Anderson 
Be eee RR Eee ao ey meee 
1900 Mrs Church board 
1-3 |} OV Holmgrain}| A Eliason Frank Anderson to arrange 
Annual 


Bla sasai 
2-22 OV Holmgrain| A Eliason 
oa ae 

OV Holmgrainj] A Eliason 


-7 

1900 

5-9 || Gustaf 
Lindstrom 


CE Hillstro 


_ 
C KE Hillstrom me 


oh 
— | 


Pastor's 
Ecce: Committees Finances Member dues| Salary Items of importance 


» O22 income f176 members The trustees moved that dues be made $5 
1090 expense 58 did not for men and $3.50 for women, Tabled, 


SYNOD: None 182 adult 
members 


CONF: Daniel 


Lindahl 


of absence, Pastor Theorell to serve, 
SHALL BETHLEHEM AND AUGSBURG : eC During these years there were hard times 
SHARE ONE PASTOR? in the nation 
Pete Lindell-Swan Anderson 


Allen Lindahl-Frank Anderson 


SYNOD: None 
CONF : None 


CHIMNEY REPAIRS 

Pastor Holmgrain-Fred Nelson 
Swan Anderson 

No committee, but decided to 

take a subscription to pay 

the church debt, See right 


The unresolved motion of 2-5-1896 was 
defeated at this meeting, Dues remain same 


Each member to be given a subscription 
book for amounts from $10 to $50, Pastor 


SEXTON COMMITTEE 

C E Hillstrom-August Hillstrom 
FURNACE REPAIR 

John Lindell-Erland Lindahl 


Hobart to use the pastor's service one 
Sunday per month for $125 


Pastor Holmgrain resigned 


Pastor George A Johnson of Farmersville, 
Illinois called unanimousl 
CHIMNEY COMMITTEE j j | i How to get furnace repaired and what work 
Fred Nelson-A P Norling j ide: is needed on the parsonage 
Gustaf Lindstrom Obtain plan for decorating church for 
non-member funerals 
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1900 | Pastor | #4. J. &| [| [| |. [—. 4 
eo.Johnson |CE Hillstrom 


1900 
9-13 eo,Johnson |CE Hillstrom 
1901 Peter Nelson C E Hillstrom Alma 
4—1 eo,Johnson |CE Hillstrom Aug.Hillstrom |Gust Lindstrom Johnson 
Annual C E Holm 


1902 CE Swan Anderson |jAug, Olson Alma 
1-13 eo,Johnson |CE Hillstrom| Hill- |J Carlson E W Nelson Johnson 
Annual strom John Nelson 
“| ere a 
2-1 eo.Johnson |jAug.Olson C A Johnson 
1903 CE F Anderson Alma 
Eeowtoneon |e Pearson Hill- G Lindstrom Johnson 
strom 
Aug.Hillstrom |Louis Isbey Alma 
poms pre | PRE FE [HS 


August |135 mo, in town 
Hillstrom] 15 mo,in Flint L 
Seminary student 

to teach 


Swan 1s mo, in town 
ohnson 1§ mo, Fiint L, 


David 4 weeks with no 

1-12 ohnson | tuition, a first 
Annual 
1904 


Alex 


1-11 Hogstrom 


Annual 
1 es a ee 
11-9 eo,Johnson | © Pearson 
1905 |jBtudent Axel Swan Anderson |E W Nelson Hazel Adolph Violet 
1-11 interson fe Fearson | John Nelson John Lindell Hill- Vedell |Setterdahl, 
Annual strom teacher 
1905 Pastor V, 
9-21 Setterdahl |CE Hillstrom FIRST ENGLISH SERVICE PLANNED JBY CHURGH BOARD AT MEETING HELD APRIL 15, 1906 
1906 


Hazel 
Hill- 
strom 


Adolph |15 mos, Naomi 
Vedell Setterdahl, 
teacher ' 


1-8 


Annual 


Pastor C E Holm 
Setterdahl |CE Hillstrom L J Greandahl |C E Hillstrom 
1906 


Pastor 
2-20 setterdahl |CE Hillstrom 


1907 Pastor CE Hillstrom Chas,Johnson |C,Sederberg Etta 
abet Setterdahl Edw.Danielson |C A Anderson petter- 


Adolph |To be arranged 
Vedell | by church board 
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CHIMNEY 
past Johnson-Pete Lindell men l a to build chimney for $49.75 
| Gust Lindstrom-Peter Anderson-Swan Anderson neerson 
a $375 receiver Decided] to take subscription for $1,800 to pay church debt, 
| 

The church debt has been paid - a vote of 
thanks was given to Pastor George Johnson 


I 
| On subseriptibn Pastor Johnson voJunteered to see each member, Pledges pay- 
$1,005 dues $4 men $475 and The pastor serves Hobart one Sunday each 
1,600 sub- 3 women offering | month for which he receives $150 
scription, 


TO COLLECT SEXTON'S PAY 
A P Norling-Andrew Larson 

Chas. Anderson-Sexton Lindell 
$1 for men and 50¢ for women 


51169 income 
1169 expense 
1670 debt 


225 adults 
128 child 


offering and for high school commencement 


n 


able onj or before |3-25-1901, If not paid, pledge is can- 
celled.| No publidgity for givers. To apply on debt only, 
CONF ;Swan Andersa 
SYNOD: None $920 income $4 men $475 and The pastor serves one Sunday each month 
246 debt 3 women offering in Hobart for which he receives $150 
"LUTHER LEAGUE" first year so named 
$1417 income $500 and 
264 debt offering 


$475 and $5 to be paid for non-member funerals 
CONF:P J Lindell 
Pastor Johnson resigned previous to this, 
Student Axel Anderson called 


$501 dues 


$600 and 
offering 


SYNOD: INSTALL FURNACE IN PARSONAGE 
CONF : j Frank Anderson-JohnLonnerberg 
Swan Anderson-Chas, Pearson 


| SYNOD: None Decided to complete the 
CONF:P J Lindell | basement and install a new 
furnace 


One English service to be held each month, 
Proposal to form new district approved, to 
be Gr, Rapids,Cadillac and LaPorte districts 


169 other 


100-L 


—_—_—_—$—$—$—_$—_ =" 
Se 


S Choir 
Deacons Trustees Bust Organist Director | Sexton 


—————— 
—_—————————— 


Adolph 
Vedell 


Date Chairman Treas, 


secretary 


—————— 
_———— 


John Lindstrom 
Gust Lindvall 
Swan Anderson 


———————— 


1-13 | V Setterdahlj CE Hillstro 


9-25 FV Setterdahlj| CE Hillstro 


Swan |Chas,Lawrence | Par A Johnson Naomi Adolph 
1-11 V Setterdahlj CA Anderson JAnderson|Swan Anderson |F Anderson Setter- Vedell 
Annual dahl 
1909 


Adolph 
Vedell 


6-28 IV Setterdahl| C Pearson 


= 
\O 
oO 
\O 


ian 


8-3 | V Setterdahl| C Pearson 


9-13 | V Setterdahl|C J Anderso 


}> 
\O 
=| 
Ne) 


1910 Pastor Par A 
1-10 JJ E Nystrom |S P Johnson Pohnson 
Annual 


C Johnson 
Edw Danielson 
P J Lindell 

Arvid Forsberg 


C Sederberg 
C Pearson 


Adolph 
Vedell 


iat f 5 Bennett_|s P Jonnson botmeon | _ | 
1-14 \ B Bennett |S P Johnson Vohnson 
1911 Par A |Swan Anderson |R Anderson August 
1-3 iJ B Bennett |CE Hillstrom Johnson |Arvid Forsberg | Walter Johnson ustafson 
Annual 
1912 Chas, Frank Anderson Verne 
1-4 HJ B Bennett |JCE Hillstromj Pearson [Swan Johnson Lindell Vedell 
Annual 
1912 
3-12 J B Bennett] CE Hillstro 


Cacation School 


Delegate 


CO. 
1 DIST:Jonas Johnsd 


SYNOD: None 
CONF :Swan Andersa 


SYNOD: None 
CONF:S Anderson 
DIST: S P Johnso 
SYNOD: None 
+CONF:G Lindstrom 
DIST:S Anderson 


Pastor's 
Finances 


Member dues] salary Items of importance 


$720 dues 
711 other 


$700 and 
offering 


n 

INSTALL HARD COAL FURNACE 
August Hillstrom-Fred Nelson- 
C A Anderson-C E Holm-Pastor Setterdahl 


~1576 income $4 men ~700 and 
. 70 waa dads “3 samen |obfertae The bazaar earned $349.57 (March 1908) 
Pastor Setterdahl having resigned, a call 
was extended to Pastor S H Newman of 
Burnside,lowa, It was unanimous,42 votes 
654 dues Pastor Newman declined our call. Pastor 
959 other J F Borg of S,Bend was nominated-not cadled 
M LeVander,Creston,Iowa called, 
— Pastor LeVander declined, Pastor Lawrence, 
Stanton,la,called,salary $750 
on $639 dues Pastor J B Bennett called, 58 votes, 
672 other Salary $700 and offering 
n 


The Luther League was authorized to have 
electric lights installed in the church 
Electric lights were installed in the 
church in 1910 at a cost of $280 


Altar painting "Christ in Gethsemane" mount- 
ed June 1911.1st service 6-11-1911, Cost 
$100 paid by Luther League, Augsburg decided 
not to share one pastor with us, 


Dues: recommended that a man and wife pay 
$7,$10 or $12 according to means, $5 for 
single men;$3 for single women, Committee 
could not agree, Tabled to next meeting, 
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Date 
~ et Chas Louis Isbey Urs J Swan Referred to 
1-3 Pearson |S P Johnson Chas. Holm Lindell Johnson deacons 
Annual | 


Clarence 
Holm 


larence 
Holm 


1914 | Fred Nelson E W Nelson Elmer One month with 
1-14 | J B Bennett] C Pearson 
Annual ] 
Joe Isaacson 
Anton Bodin Elmer Vedell 


1914 
5-12 
8-26 |] H P Ottoson]| Carl Nelson 
Anderson|L J Nelson Fred Lindvall Vedell | the pastor as 
Jonas Johnson Lars Carlson teacher 
1915 |] Pastor C E EW C Anderson Nels Olson Elmer |Hjalmer 
1-1 Gustafson Nels Olson |Nelson R Anderson Lars Carlson Vedell| Vedell 
Annual C Gustafson 
1916 E W G Lindvall J F Johnson 
1-1 C E Gustafsadn Nels Olson |Nelson 
Annual A T Johnson 
C Pearson 


Carlson 


a3 
ky 


1917 AT R Anderson Alfred Olson Hjalmer H F Louis 
1-2 |} CE Gustafson C Pearson [Johnson |Lars Carlson Peter Holst Vedell Carlson | Isbey 
Annual G Sederberg 
1917 Elmer & 
2-10 CE Gustafson C Pearson E W Nelson G Sederberg Verne 
Vedell 
1917 
-24 " " 
1917 C Pearson 
Ones 
J Torell C Pearson 


Verne 
Vedell 


1918 AT Anton Bodin C Lawrence 
1-1 J Torell C Pearson ohnson |C Anderson Peter Holst 
E W Nelson ' 
G Lindvall 


———E—E—_——— 


' 
salary 


rr ll ——————————EE—E————————E——E——E———————————————— 


SYNOD: None 
CONFL: C Pearson 
DIST: S P Johnso 


OD: ON DEB QO AUGU ANA 
CONFL Nels Olson 


DIST: C Pearson 


SYNOD: None SUBSCRIPTION TO PAY DEBTS 
CONF:E W Nelson |Pastor C E Gustafson-Joseph 
DIST:G Sederberg Isaacson-J B Lindell 
SYNOD: None 

CONF:C Anderson 


DIST:Nels Olson 


SYNOD: P Lindel 
CONF:C Pearson 
DIST:Lars Carlso 
STEEPLE REPAIRS a/c STRUCK 
BY LIGHTNING 
V Vedell-C Pearson-R Anderson 
Should cross be gold leafed? 
"Yes", Install lightning 
rods? "No", 
PARSONAGE REPAIRS 
R Anderson-G Lindvall-Peter 
Holst-G Sederberg-V Vedell 
Pastor Torell 


—_— 


—_—» 


Oscar Anderson-Pastor Bennett 
C Pearson-F Anderson-A Forsberg 
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Items of importance 


959 other 
No debt 


$848 dues 
302 other 


Pastor Bennett resigned, Pastor J G Dahlberg 
of Winnepeg,Man, called,$800, but declined, 


Pastor C E Gustafson called,$800 with $50 
for moving expense, 


5853 dues 
650 loan 
794 other 


$771 dues 
150 loan 
589 other 


Pastor Gustafson resigned 


A call was given Pastor Engwald at 
May 24,1917 meeting, Salary $1,000, 


Pastor J Torell of Minneapolis called, 
35 votes, Salary $1,000, Bids on 
parsonage repair $802, Pastor Torell 
to take subscription for this. 


$774 dues Adopted card system for pledge making, 
425 loan Provides spaces for $5, $7, and $10 for 
401 other men, $4, $6 and $8 for women, 


882 debt 
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= Ss Choir 


1918 
5-9 


1919 
1-1 John Torell| C Pearson 
Annual 


gons_to 
é plans 


Lars Carlson 
Johnson |G Lindvall 


Carl L Nelson 
Clarence Holm 


1920 Arthur |R Anderson Gust Johnson year Hjalmer Elmer H jalmer 
1--1 ]] John Torell]| C Pearson j|Johnson |M Chellberg Mrs W Johnson |during | Vedell | Vedell | Vedell 
Annual C Lawrence Torell 


Anton Bodin 
C Anderson 


Marie Elmer Peter 

Hjelm Vedell Lindell 
Oliver Johnson |Carl Nelson Marie Elmer Lawrence 
G Lindvall Clarence Holm Hjelm Vedell | Vedell 


M Chellber Carl O Johnson Hjalmer Elmer Lawrence 
& IF Johnson Vedell | Vedell | Vedell 
Verne Vedell 
Alec Carlson 


a? Peterson |wets olson | | =| a ok 
8-7 Peterson Nels Olson 


1921 
1-1 John Torell]| Nels Olson |Nelson 
Annual 
1922 ; 
John Torell| Nels Olson |Nelson 


1-2 
1923 | 
1-1 Nels Olson Nels Olson 


Annual 


se Vice Pastor 
M J Lonner Nels Olson |Nelson 
Annual 


8-16 |] Vice Pastor 2 candidates nominateds A J Johnson,Unity,Wig. 4 voteg. Nils Oflson,Stronghurst,Illinois 
10- 9 H P Ottoson | Nels Olson 24 votes. Pastor Glson was called but dedlined, Pastor Sitark of Hpbart was called 
11- 6 but @declined, Pastor A Julius Jonson ca]led manimously at $1800 salpry. He accepted 

1924 Carl Anton Bodin Elmer Lindstron Elmer |Hjalmer | Elmer Charles 

i-1 H P Ottoson | Nels Olson |Nelson C Anderson Chas ,Bowman Vedell]| Vedell 1] Vedell Holm 


Annual Clarence Holm 


SYNOD : None 


“he J Lindell 
IST:C Pearson 
| 


SYNOD:Mrs Anna 


Vedell 
‘CONF:C Pearson 
SYNOD: None 


CONF:Nels Olson 
DIST:P J Lindell 


SYNOD: None 
CONF:P J Lindell 
‘DIST:Anna Vedell 
SYNOD: None 
‘OONF: Nels Olson 


SONF: Chas,Holm 
DIST: C Pearson 


? 


REPAIR WINDOWS 
Pastor Torell-Peter Lindell 
Charles Holm 
CHURCH DECORATION 
Pastor Torell-Peter Holst 
C Lawrence-C Pearson-F Johnson 


1st woman delegate 
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P ' 


$988 dues 
594 other 


$1208 dues 
1139 other 


51390 dues 
1170 other 


$1108 dues 
1125 other 


$1160 dues 
836 other 


913 fire ing 


$4 men 


3 women 
final year 


Voluntary 
. card sys- 
tem adopted 


system adop- 
ted to pay 
weekly 


»1,200 and 
offering 


Items of importance 


Year of the influenza epidemic 


New constitution adopted - it provides 


oe 


a vote for women 


A small pipe organ purchased from Immanuel 
Luth,Church,Valparaiso for $200, First 
pumper was Clifford Lindell,salary $15. 

18 men and 1 nurse in World War I, 

First women elected: Mrs Walter Johnson 
as trustee and Mrs Anna Vedell (Adolph) 

as synod delegate, 

Pastor Torell recommended that the pul- 
pit be moved from center to the east side, 
Proppsal to make English the official lan- 
cuagée failed to pass, 

Pastor Torell again recommended moving 

the pulpit and was again denied, 


Jan, ist meeting adjourned. Pastor Torell 
died Jan, 23, 1923 - his 70th birthday. 

It was decided to move the pulpit to the 
east side of the sanctuary, the Luther 
Luther League being assigned to the task, 
Sunday Evening Club conducted by Luther 
League with assistance of D Joshua Oden, 
of Chicago, Attendances were 50 to 400, 


Pastor H P Ottoson of Gary called to be 
vice pastor and to conduct services, 
Pastor A Julius Johnson arrived 3-1-192 
Lutheran Brotherhood organized 


ee 
2 . 


% was. 


* cub 


